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‘¥ FCC MAY COMMUTE DEATH SENTENCE: Rul 
~y ing studied to permit stations which lose iepiesanstden WINTER CES IS HIT, with encores planned as CEG 
% sell; support growing, chances slim. Wiley's San : "ithe reverses itself and returns to Jan.-June show 
‘al Mareh calendar excludes fairness experiment rp. 1) ee Record attendance and indications of good 
: e a eee wUSiness bolster industry optimism. Show-stopping 
_| FILMLESS SLIDES. with storage of 1,500 frames on products are few, but TI's vader $20 disit al ior a : 
ey: computer dises, developed by Ampex & CRS as digital is Surprise. (P. 7) i a 
PW. revalution comes to telecasting. (P_ 2) th JAP 
te. ANESE EXPORTS of consumer electronics aren't 
DISMISS FAMILY VIEWING SUIT, govt. & broadcast- subsidized by govt., Treasury says in final ruling. 
<= ers urge L. A. Court for lack of jurisdiction, no First Zenith hints at court challence. Hitachi warns 
Amendment violation. (P. 3) : against continued cut-price imports. (P, 8) ; 
te DIXON AGAIN LEADS FTC as acting chmn.: perma- CES HIGHLIGHTS: CB bubble won't pop this year or 
ers nent head expected in "days." (P. 4) next, industry agrees: new entries in field. (P. 10) 
an Video ¢ in Spotlicht with J a pia a 
lowe TV SPECTRUM STUDY planned by House Communi- shisha inated a oe gS sgn Ss 
¥ cations Subcommittee: will examine FCC channel MG Midland. oe Sy itt we Te ae age 
TV aliocations, TV receiver design. {P. 4) ee orices up. (2. 2) 
’ - , - 
ity. pry CORP. FUNDING UP despite ination & reces- OEM prutnctions aii neck RON Ste ion WP de 
tid sion. PBS drafts underwriter ‘guidelines.’ (P. 4) production; will cost RCA $12 million. (P. 10) 
AD st $22.5 milli ; , 
TV CRACKS IN WHITE HOUSE cable stance develop as as ponte ey gee ~ 7 ae 
| Beer ponders independent view from White House task sales Grapped to $503 million, according to Rock- 
: (Pp. 5) Ouse TRS well report, which shows $20. $-million in calculator 
force. : losses. (P. 10) 
| NAB BOARD NOMINEES: 11 seeking 6 TV seats: 25 FT : a 4 
ng seo alt Se iees Rivet. (E>. 6) anne we ope “ volunteers" for pilot enforce- 
pia: ap eapepiee pee SENTENCE; "To take 5 stations away from a broadcaster and 
30. se so — as pei & inhuman punishment," according to FCC lawyer who is back- 
'€s pe ey, such a ped er yi eee apy who fails to get renewed to sell station. Under current FCC 
' 7 — 5c tas . . 
policy, seg ois such as Don Burden's Star Stations (see below)—has only equipment 
& real es - vied sell. Backers of new concept say there's precedent to change, citing WENN- 
; AM-FM Birmingham (announced last week), Victor Muscat & Melody Music. 
af Idea for relaxation of absolute death penalty seems to be gaining support among Commis- 
ry sion lawyers, although its chances still are considered very slim. According to backer of con- 
cept, Comrs. eps Hooks & Quello probably would support it; other commissioners would be 
strongly oes . “If the Commission approves this, we might as well fold our tent and go out 
of business,"" FCC lawyer opined. 


"] think such a rule would be reversed,” opponent told us. “I don't think the D.C. Appeals 


Court could swallow it even by slathering a lot of peanut butter on it." Another said "clearly it 
requires legislation. ..I sure wouldn't support it.” 


On other hand, supporters say that since there's ample precedent for allowing broadcaster 
with bad character qualifications to sell, ‘why not write a rule.” Backers of concept see these 
benefits: (1) Increased black ownership. 
mote "fluidity" in broadcasting by eliminatin 


(2) "Rid the public of offending licensees.” (3) Pro- 
g ‘dire consequences to non-renewal.”’ (4) Allow 
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RYBODY'S PLAYING GAMES; One of suprises at 
CES was number of firms jumping into home video 
iq ‘ame field, but just how many displayed actually will 
% g ke it to market is open to question. Skeptics spec- 
i d that some of half dozen or so were there to 
i draw traffic and might go into closet until next CES. 
q ven SO; home market is being viewed as potentially 
Of jucrative by growing number of firms —including APF 


6 


ulate 


psei. Here's rundown of game introductions 

Ure, & ee plans revealed at CES: =e 
Bg mar 

~*~ APF: "Mark I" 4-game (tennis, football, squash, 


dball) b&w unit with on-screen digital scoring was 
prea at booth. Game will be priced in $80 range, 


‘veries begin in June. Firm says more games 
a att pe added for June CES. 


Electronics: "Victorious" 2-zame wireless 
(ping Pong, tennis) color unit displayed at show will 
a riced under $70, delivered in April. Second 
model by year's end. 


Gran Prix: Unnamed 3-game (hockey, tennis, 
ping Pong) selling in $50-$60 range was shown, de- 
3 livery time uncertain. Spokesman at booth said game 
was being made in Europe, "probably France." 


Universal Research: "Video Action MI" 2-game 
(tennis, hockey) color model with robot or solitaire 
feature. New unit, priced at $200, replaces b&w 
"video Action Il,’" taken off market after failure to 


get FCC type approval. 
Also in Chicago were Magnavox, with Odyssey 


| moor with "Video Action II"’ b&w game, sold as pack- 
e with b&w sets. New firm at CES—Bohsei—plans 
’ to introduce high-end games in $1,000 range at sum- 
5 mer show. Spokesman said they would be direct — 
coupled to TV set, feature "'sophisticated, micro- 


processor -driven” games. Novus spokesman said 


plan to enter field has been delayed due to design work 


on chip. First unit, probably to be shown in June, 
will be priced at $70—$80. Second generation games 
with removable cartridges will be introduced later. 


At Video Conference, TV producers were gen- 
erally unenthusiastic about games, with exception of 


Admiral Mktg. Vp George Simkowski, who saw even- 


tual big market for "educational interface" devices 
and predicted games would be built into TV sets. 
= §e-——_—— 


FTC hopes to propose 4 additional warranty rules 


within next 4 months, Acting Dir. Joan Bernstein of 
Bureau of Consumer Protection told CES Video Con- 
ference. Next 2 rules will cover definition of ''rea- 
sonable time" for warranty service and advertising 

of warranties. She said Commission hopes to final- 


sued Dec. 30 (Vol. 16:1 p10), covering disclosure 


are effective Jan, 1977; 3rd rule on what purchaser 
should do to get warranty honored goes into effect 


July 4. 
| eting with FDA to argue against BRH 


‘ea 


100 & 200, Atari with Pong, First Dimension, Broad- 


ize rules within year of proposal. First 2 rules, is- 


of terms and what warrantor will do in case of defect, 


e 36, 000 microwave ovens to elim- 
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WATCH SHAKEOUT: Shakeout in watch business, 
Similar to one which sharply thinned ranks of cal- 
culator producers over last 18 months, should be 
hitting any day now, according to Creative Strate- 
gies (CS). In report on industry, research firm 
predicts wave of dropouts, mainly among domestic 
hon-vertically integrated module & watch assem- 
blers, will begin soon after current holiday season. 


cs Study sees electronic digitals holding just 
1.5% of worldwide watch market units, 5. 7° of 
dollars in 1975, but rising to 28.6% of units, 39.8% 
of dollars, by 1980, when unit production hits 88 mil- 
lion, value tops $2.8 billion and average price falls 
from present $76 to $32. CS sees low end digitals 
Selling for under $20 by 1978, though cost of watch 
module, now about $20, won't drop to current $6 
level of mechanical watches until 1980. Results are 
similar to those in previously published Frost & 
Sullivan report (Vol. 15:41 pll). 


CS estimates Hughes will hold largest share of 
module production in 1976 with 18%, followed by 
Litronix at 16%, American Microsystems 14%, 
National Semiconductor 13%, Texas Instruments 
12%, Microma 8%, Fairchild 7%. 


Also on watch front, there are signs that LCD 
units will start eating into 10-1 sales advantage 
currently enjoyed by LED models. National Semi- 
conductor said it will add LCD models to line this 
year, Timex has placed large LCD order with 
Beckman Instruments, Frontier said it would start 
producing LCD modules for OEM customers by mid- 
year... Fairchild & TDK have formed new Japanese 
joint venture, TEC, to assemble & market electronic 
digital watches...Lucien Piccard, seeking Chapter 
XI bankruptcy protection in N.Y. federal court, says 
its mechanical watch business is casualty of elec- 
tronic watch boom... Hewlett-Packard is offering 
LED displays to watch OEMs. 

—-  {-—————_- 


FTC involuntarily enlisted 88 unidentified busi- 
nesses in pilot enforcement program which enables 
Commission to impose fines more swiftly than is 
currently possible. Companies received letters 
notifying them that Magnuson-Moss Warranty Act 
gave FTC right to seek court-imposed fines of up to 
$10,000 against companies that violate business 
practices already banned by FTC orders in prior 
cases; move thus enables FTC to drop one step in 
current procedure. Companies also were sent list 
of orders pertaining to their businesses, along with 
warning that "you should immediately insure that 
you are not" violating any of them. 


Novel approach to FCC's rule that TVs & radios 
which haven't been type accepted can't be displayed 
at trade shows (because this constitutes offer to sell) 
was adopted by Panasonic at CES. Sign on new 13" 
color set said: ''This model is not available for sale 
until it has received FCC approval.” 


Quasar establishes distribution branch in Hart- 
ford (110 Prestige Park Rd., E. Hartford 06108) with 
Herbert Walker as gen. mgr., Kevin Sullivan, sales 
mer. 

Oak has opened sales office in Brussels. 
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He 1s YET TO ae pireaeesacnig Stations 1975 COLOR TV «ales 6, 425.000 h 4 
3 roid at INTY nace t-rui “ic Sige iain, 968,900. Dec. color sales up 20% tein 1934 a .- 
to belp finance first-run shows. Major calendar -year < Pp ce trom 1° on 
sant pa impact predicted. ITNA news co-op seeks 20%, 7a, ©omparison. Color inventories down 
aes 0 e p. 1) vt ai peg Li Color console market share holds 
Onix suppy — 35: 
plan. } BOARD AGENDA has no novel issues, FCC VOTES F 
re : car UNDS to build protot: ideal’ 
: ag major SUrPF wee sc apeeiein Aegean slated which could set stage for re eho x otiodumbeninaa 
Lon a0 “915: 900 oe ; Ss, ¥ention, to Money for studies of personal radio & CB, including 
en ne aired. (P- ete regulation also approved. (P. 7) 5 
* Driz ht. = 
outLook FOR er : nt etme we ac OPTICAL VIDEODISC interchanceability specs to be 
i cording to Commer 6 meee ale released by Philips & MCA: Zenith, Thomson-CSF 
revenues of $10 billion, ca aching villion, concur. Direct NTSC encoding used, with 2 disc 
a~ | py 1985- (P. 3) Sizes. Japan govt. lab reports optical dise break- 
re. SATELLITE PLAN APPROVED by CPE board, through. Sony seeks OEM Betamax business. (P. 3) 
: which pledges continued Alaa to integrate public 2-SHOW CES FORMAT draws blast from unhappy audio 
8, radio into system, (P. 4) producers. Major exhibitors amon¢ dissidents may 
ye rv OF PRESIDENT by networks is resume push for change of new show. (P. 10) 
1s, | georedas lacking in tigi ge mewn jedgment. by HEAT HAZARD STUDY by IIT under CPSC sponsor- 
Y | r Albert, Library ngress study. Mac- ship will include TY. Probe into shock hazard causes 
| donald to push bill. (P, 5) also planned. (P, 10) 
| Like | PREVIEWS OLYMPICS: Most difficult cover- RCA CALLS IT QUITS on receiving tube manufacture. 
age of all, but profitable. Heavy operational year to close Harrison plant which has made tubes for 37 
fon | for ABC—2 Olympics, primaries, campaigns, elec- years. GE & Sylvania are remaining domestic 
wi~ | tions, Emmies, Oscars. (P. 5) sources, but RCA-brand tubes still offered. (P. 11) 


‘THE BEST IS YET TO COME’—INTV: Programming, satellites, sales & news were prime sub- 
jects at INTV convention in L.A. last week—described as "a good, meaningful meeting; great 
ld 9-way communication."’ All of 220 delegates (up from 150 year ago in Atlanta) we talked to 

a agreed with above evaluation by Cox Bestg.'s James Rupp, particularly as it related to sessions 
with program producers & syndicators. And, according to INTV Chmn. James Terrell, "the 
| pest is yet to come" for independents. 


One major development probably coming will be co-op of independent stations to help pro- 

| ducers Tans first-run programming for family viewing (FV) time slots. "The independents 

' are willing to put their money where their mouths are," Terrell said following closed business 
' | meeting during which committee was authorized to study proposal. Producers said they'd wel- 
come such help. No dollar figures have been mentioned, and members will be surveyed to de- 


| | termine interest. INTV didn't foresee any antitrust or legal problems. 


Lorimar Productions Pres. Lee Rich said independents should get in program business and 
become partners of producers, He if Tandem Productions' Mary Hartman succeeds —after 
rousing starts on independents 2 weeks ago as 5 nights a week strip show—it will greatly change 
way programme Pres. Norman Lear said 5 writers were working on 
despite 5 new shows weekly because “imaginations are 
. Grant Tinker said programs his company makes are 
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e, Sony conducted intensive negotiations with RCA on subject. Schein also said: (1) 


‘Sey tim ; ; 
lang At arr developing Betamax cassette with more than 60-min. recording time and expressed hope 
' sony _ plant will make possible reduction in ; 
a new Ala aie beDteictiniaatee tape price. (2) Some 600 Betamax units 
i“ d in «we Dec. ? icatin that at i 
ay - re oe econvicet. ting, indi g VTR-equipped TVs could 
¢ 
ed INDUSTRY MARCHING INTO VIDEO GAMES: Next major assault on blossoming video game 
o | for “47 come from toy & game industry. We've learned hat Roe : ; 
ic arket willc wre miker of alr hockes earned that first unit will be introduced by 
: 4] m artfo ased make y and other consumer games, at National Sporting 


éco ; (Feb. 5-8). , 
hes | col Show = aeiatly cont ). Other leading toy/game producers are expected to be in field 
; Goo of ye : 
| py ene i ing any details yet," Col¢ 
eo, ewe're not discussing any details yet," Coleco Pres. Arnold Greenberg told us. Other 
30, | * said game uses a oe ee ee 6-game chip (Vol. 15-48 p8), will be in $50-$70 
ee will be displayed at American Toy Fair in N.Y. Feb. 22-25. 
Se ideal Mattel, Kenner 6 Ae paar wie looking hard at field and at least one 
~ we } - 
ej. is expectt siking with semiconductor suppliers. ea ee Peneeres shown 
| there 


dr uickly once toy & game makers enter fj ; 
srices will ar« r field, toy makers told us. “Th 
Zrastry fistorically has been able to take a technological breakthrough and sell it at a ie 
toy “and $100 is not that price,” Kenner Product Planning Vp Stan Sudman said. “It would 


ee be in the $30-$35 range to become a successful product for the toy industry." 
Kener “is studying the market,” Sudman said, will enter field if it "finds the right product.” 
—head decision is made, first game would be put on market in 1977. Ideal Product Mer. 
eee Light said company is "looking hard at it—it's going to be a very big business and the 
industry will have to be involved in it to protect their interests in the toy field.” Mattel 
toy esman said firm “is familiar with it, we have a reasonably good understanding of it and it's 
Oe totally foreign to us.” 
Mego's, producer of Star Trek & other action games, will introduce self-contained chip-con- 
game which uses electronic visual display, including LED readout—instead of picture 
tube—at Toy Fair. Game will be produced in firm's new Taiwan factory, will be followed by 
other “action” games next year. Price wili be in $50 range. 


, Unisonic and Major Mfrs. outlined units to accounts at show. Uni- 


: 2p 
games— "Tournament 2000''—will feature 6 games (tennis, hockey, football, squash, 2 rifle 


games) ; yariable speed, on-screen scoring. Prices and delivery dates weren't available. Ma- 
jor sp sman confirmed that company, now producing coin-operated cocktail table games, soon 
will be in consumer field, wouldn't elaborate on game or pricing. 


Consumer Reports is happy with color TV. Durable goods sales will lead pickup which will 
pased on test ratings of 14 solid-state 15" & 17" make 1976 "'a better year—but no boom," RCA Staff 
a | sets, magazine comments in Jan. issue that owning Vp-Chie! Economist Robert Eggert told NRMA con- 
|| get "can be a pleasure indeed," and rates 12 sets vention in N.Y, last week. "Auto sales are esti- 
| goodor better, "The sets reached us in fine working mated at 10.2 million units, an increase of 17% 
: order, too; need for the initial adjustments was over 1975, and color TV sales could reach the 8- 
| minimal, And during our 2-month test period, we million level, up about 25%,"" he said. He outlined 
| had none of the breakdowns that have usually afflicted these factors helping durable sales: (1) Above-_ 
| sets tested in past TV projects." Survey of 2, 200 average growth in real spendable earnings, drop in 
readers who bought color sets in 1972-74 identified savings rate, expanded credit use. (2) Improvement 
Sony as least likely to require repair. Magazine in confidence. (3) Replenishment of "aging’’ house- 
doesn't mention that Sony color sets have always hold durables after 2 lean years of purchases. (4) 
been solid-state, whereas solid-state sets repre- Impetus of Bicentennial year, Olympics, election. 
_ sented onl y 25% of industry output in 1972, §1% in (5) Better values, Piste wnat 3 
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SERVICES are key issues 
yne ec eaettva: takes position damesage sas % LAST TUBE out of TV, inventor Will 
ca j ; n devel ; , ; llliam 
en Discussions include gripes, radio, cable, budg- no bigger than Gann brightness CCD projection TV 
j el projector. (Pp 


ing for elections. (P. 1) 


, 92-69 SOUGHT by mobile radio users, mak- 
Cae for needs in year 2000, preparing for weeks. But for 


ing 679 geanlOn. Would displace 151 UHFs. (P, 3) Since 1971 in color, 1949 in monochrome, (P, 8) 
5 ‘ : 

STATION PROLIFERATION creates prospect a MATORS EYE PROJECTION: Zenith Admiral & 

deasters marketing up to 10 satellit elieved looking into syst ¢ “pahathe 

baie ll r ket sre on increasing brightn ystems, but entry depends 
hannels in virtually all major markets. (P, 4) vo MESS, reducing bulk. (P, 9) 

¢ 

O GAMES PRICES Seen dropping rapidly as 


N SPIES FOR FBI & CIA? Stream of charges peel 
i ree. § : iconductor, import fj ; ; 
emerges ai eased ‘Manlais rite Cronkite Lowball price could ‘sli ee ica 4h cs a 
Chancellor issue inc - International dip to $35 in "77 P well below $50 this year, 
message carriers subpoenaed. (P. 5) ; - (P. 10) New games. (P. 11) 
ROCAM' TO CBS for political conventions—small- Meh Ee ee outlined by Philips, 
»_ 4oshiba joins list of RCA licensees. 


F P ; 
tronic camera yet, by Thomson-CSF, is claimed MGM licenses 200 films to SelectaVision. (P. 12) 


lec 
pea lighter than film camera. (P. 5) 
aD SPEECH BACKS REFORM of regulatory agen- om Stn dca attracts Wall St. interest. Some 
i g raise Tt 
cies, Ford aides oe ee a BE Pathcom, Hy-Gain, i ee ee ate 
PB, sm - 8) spectacular growth, intense competition. (P. 12) 


OTP &C 
EDOED by Congress' 

IOC CONFLICT CHANGE TORE y Congress' RCA, GE EARNINGS up sharply ; epi 

short Seen ee Raverguts Sy ets epi though color sales tec jae eae is oy a 

genate Subcommittee sets tentative agenda. (P. 7) first-quarter loss. (P. 13) : niral posts 


RENEWALS & NAB ARE NAB ISSUES: After few hours of discussion over 4 days in not-so-sunny 
Key Biscayne, Fla, last week, NAB board decided to stick with congressional push for combined 
Ty-radio renewal bill. Discussions centered on whether it would be prudent to push first for 5- 
year, radio-only bill, without any built-in stability. In end, both TV and radio boards adopted 


following resolution: 

"The NAB reaffirms its commitment to license stability and a lengthened license term for 
all broadcasters. However, should the Congress decide first to direct its attention to renewal 
relief for the radio industry, NAB would support such appropriate legislation." 


NAB staffers were ha with results, pointed out there's widespread Hill support for joint 
bill although Exec. Vp Donald Zeifang admitted chances for passage this year are ''50-50 at 
best." (House Communications Subcommittee Chmn. Macdonald [D-Mass.|, in Washington, stated 
that different types of licenses should be treated differently by FCC & Congress, but said treat- 
ment should be based on licensee's size, not whether radio or TV. "Quite a few small stations 
deserve a break over the larger stations," he said, because ''it's hard for them to hire a lawyer 
_ to file the papers," while bigger stations "have a whole stable of lawyers up here [Washington)." 
Macdonald noted that ranking Republican Rep. Frey |Fla.| & other Committee members were 
renewal hearing, commented: ''l want to do anything I can to accommodate them... 
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26, ; 0. 4 
9, ! ol. 16, Al 
: pv mwithin a year,'' Connors says, 
ie eens 
nome Sat money- 
Muy r poe ould force Universal, Fi; 
e) 0 that C 
Arg if true fing on higher-end table-tennis units, 
Iectia, ; price-c¥ first of market shakeouts, 
0. jover 
Waele ' and trigé t of concern over rice erosion, 
eit 8a midst oer of TV sets in use. 
WN sited bY 3 on conversations with supplier 
ee ee 5 million; 1976—2-2-1/2-min 
wha ee $25-$3 
We un 
Mg ot | ; io- d Web % 
‘ er gi 
w VD: Tele-Tainmen ttery 
NE js mar all featuring 7 games, 2 with remote 
> ics rated games, es are available immediately, prices 
Nigg eS ent. ra of Chatsworth, Cal. will introduce 
yee xnown. rtable & cocktail-table home games 
as velco oh eat 400. Portable unit comes in 
eq , bo ‘picture tube. Table game has 
© be. Miehe case, Rao moe supplier is Motorola. Games 
dey g screen: ogrammed boards inserted into slot. 
rate from ee with 2-4 games will be available 
Addl som plans to show line at June CES. 
r 
ret Fit gi0. F yelopments: APF plans 2nd-generation 
: other de oprocessor in $150 range in early 
FCO e using a Games is adding TV Hockey with 
eg 1977. pape retail price is $80 (price on TV 
deliveries in 8 increased $5 to $70). First Dimen- 
tennis cana game in April for June delivery, 
| on will Aug. delivery, 4th for Christmas 
. July for : 
es gyd unit nil hit $70 price point by end of 1976 . 
Con. delivery: hopes to add 2 new games during coming 
Stoo, Magnavox multi-game color unit, followed by 
: year—™ eee at price point below existing Odyssey 
aa basic Ping= ersal Research will introduce Video Ac- 
games. Unity with lower-priced game (FCC 
tion IV in June, see introduced at recent CES is 
Lil ideo Action III, 
| says V 


' asn't been approved. Forerunner, 
Mer, still an ins taken off market due to lack of 
video : 


oo) a 
‘ ee al's mystery product, "Interface rye 
15:39 p7), probably will be unveiled in prototype 
i Feb or early March, we were told by Rockwell 
in ae er Operations Pres. Charles Urban. Device 
eT screen, has logic circuit. "It's not a con- 
. iy ioe " Urban said, "but it has application 
eee in Ind of customer who is buying projection 
Ho rtoday." What does it do? "Its potential is limited 
ah tikes imagination—name it and there's probably 
Bie way we can do it."' Among possible uses: Elec- 
Heer drawing board—it will let user draw pictures 
in color on TV screen (but "it's not for 11-year- 
olds"). Sophisticated games, such as bridge or Mo- 
nopoly, Price is expected to be high for consumer 
‘| product, but low for minicomputer product of this 
kind. Main purpose of demonstration, Urban indi- 
cated, will be to stimulate ideds on possible uses & 


J the Dept. says it was informed in Dec. that 
001 wa aigeaathy sale of interest in Warwick 
an's Sanyo (Vol. 15:50 p), but was not re- 

duct busines w, has had no word 


you'll be able to pick up the most complex game 


st Dimension, Atari, 
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Magnavox & others into round 


lead f situation in calculator field 


to repeat o 


Here's our 
1975—250, 000-500,000 


CB Scene: 
What everybody 
Motorola's line 
units, antennas 
ery. In-dash m 


Motorola & Superscope confirmed 
Suspected—both will enter CB field, 


Will include under -dash, base station 
& access 


expansion of T 
adds Lake line 
limited quantities, . 
Commerce Subcomm 
cover unlicensed CB 
nications Subcommit 
re-regulation (see p. 7), 


Mergers & acquisitions: 
signed letter of intent to sell 
White Consolidated, cancelli 
Toronto-based GSW, White bought Westinghouse's 
U.S. appliance business last year, was blocked from 
acquiring Canadian arm by Foreign Investment Re- 
view Agency (FIRA) which favored idea of local 
ownership. New White approval request is pending 
with FIRA, ..RCA is negotiating sale of discontinued 
test equipment business to Philadelphia-based VIZ 
Mfg. VIZ has been supplier of such equipment to 
RCA,..N. American Philips agrees to acquire Air- 
pax Electronics, producer of industrial controls & 
electronic components, for shares valued at about 
$8 million. 


Westinghouse Canada 
appliance assets to 
ng agreement to sell to 


Easing of ban on display of uncertified TVs, FM 
radios & other RF devices at trade shows is planned 
by FCC, which is expected to issue proposal, in form 
of order or rulemaking notice, in next few weeks. 
Staff recognizes industry needs relief from policy 
prohibiting exhibit of even non-working mockups, 
but hasn't yet decided how far to bend, we were told 
by Frank Rose, Technical Standards Branch chief. 
Main concern, he said, is that too liberal relaxation 
could "create an opportunity for people to use this 
as a means to create a market for equipment which 
would not be acceptable" under FCC : 
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14} ees DEBATES: President tells us he 


RD whether to debate Reagan, that he neered picture tube, completel : 
2 es nit decided ° in near future because of domestic Zenith ie ie to gun, to be introduced ects 
rc on't sae 1 pes has no problem with introduction Pit se are most far-reaching since 
; ; gee 3 Ngular screen, (Pp 
g inter soctrine. ( Co ula e (Re 9} 
s LOR T 
UBE PRICES Crumble again over-supply 


gairne® ¥—BOOS & CHEERS: House Com- causing Gon a 

pil cATV SO omnmittes staff urges taking most Teen ae in25" O 

. gnications ble—but final action long way off. Con- 
ff ments. Industry reaction as NEW SALVOS in battle against imports: 


to have gone into effect, (P, 8) 


wry jen shy on COM fil ; | Sylvani 

rose (P. 2) eee tna with ITC against 5 J paces 

expec RENT P MGRS.—BUT: Convention Treasury ripen a ee notice it will take 
; ; i : 

piFFe NAB & NCTA both feature Wiley, Hartke, against Japanese exports. (Pt a ie? Woven 


‘ons Of 
sessions allace, debates on pay cable. Van 
yscdomalan 3, Moss to NCTA. (P. 4) 

r ; r 
pee x AM-FM-TV CALLS OK: Staff rulemaking significant health 
comer game calls for commonly-owned stations TVs are safer now. (P, 9) 


topron FCC. (P. 5) 
rejected PY CABLE FILMS: Kahn keeps con- a bi toe ae goo i titties 
P ee ea ralwith distributors oe 15 mains. Degen ow? FCC says, but skepticism re- 
. of promotion in deals mains. Display of prototype added-channel receiv 
ver movies, aids system operators. (P. 5) doubtful for show. (Pp, 10) vi 
§ IDC PERMIT: After 6 years experi- ANCILLARY TV SERVICES URGED: Present sets 
omiesion tells International Digisonics it deliver only ‘fraction! of Services now technically 


Co es : 
pare TV screen any more to monitor spots, (P, 6) ipeaesig according to OTP-commissioned study. 
70 HUNG ON ‘SPECIALITY’ programming of TV creased TV set costs seen. (P, 10) 

cable purposes. Hooks, Quello want to ADMIRAL TO BUILD 13", 17" & 19" color sets in 


ions for ; , R : 
si ide black-0 wned UHF in Detroit, raising ques- Taiwan Starting in April, Urban Says. Company re- 
oe ice’ definition. (P. 6) evaluating audio. (P, 11) 


IDENT FORD ON TV DEBATES: "I haven't made any decision on that ve ,"’ President Ford 
old Television Digest Jan. 30 at White House reception for RTNDA, when we asked if he would 
' debate Gov. Reagan or Democratic opponent in general election. "Certainly, with the serious 
domestic and international issues that are facing us, there wouldn't be time for me to debate in 
the near future," he said. As for later in compaigning, "I'll decide at the appropriate time," 


he added. 


Less than year ago, Ford had told TV execs. in private conversation that he had always 
| debated his congressional opponents and that he generally favored face-to-face debates "because 
the incumbent has the advantage." 
Cabinet officials briefed RTNDA members in Exec. Office Bldg. for 4 hours Jan. 30, after 
which Ford spoke for 20 min., answered questions for half hour, in White House prior to recep- 
tion, Only question about media at news conference concerned fairness doctrine: ‘We don't 


have any complaints,'' he said. "I would think generally it works all right." It was President's 
idea to answer questions, and he waved News Secy. Ronald Nessen off once when latter wanted 


m off. 


16, NO > 


AT $805: Scrappy Earl Muntz TELEVISION DIGEST—11 


L prove recent projection TV competition ee 


argesaendie TAIWAN COLOR: Admiral will resume 


ting tem with 30-x~40-in. picture at © productio s 
is Md), NeW Satened patent infringement lawsuits ning in April, making 13", 17°" & 19” sets, in ‘effect 
with “(a)_ Threve-size picture as Muntz single-cabinet eaving only 25" color output in U.S., Rockwell C 
wew 2et has ils for $1, 595-$1, 695, but is 2-piece ow, Electronics Pres, Charles Urban indicated to 
ont which A ote control using separate Ektalite he said nae analysts last week. Taipei operation, 
wee wi ch can be hung OP ber or mounted on stand _ people" and cova ombletely staffed by Rockwell 
scree Fe ca seg - poh & lens system, assembly p could eventually add circuit-board & sub- 
.) and WE to be stationed . from screen. Juarez, evens for U.S.-made sets, replacing 
desis” uses 12" Sony or 13" Sharp color TV in view of rising pa nin now is being reassessed 
) New eyearce, is already being produced in 32, 000- Soeich ncreasing red tape. 
Ee pees . Cal, plant where Muntz stereo once Consumer abt mummext Anderson said company's 
| ne nit told us plant produced 180 projection creased sales ae saeiral & power tools) ine 
iT ab made” ek ended Jan. 24, had scheduled 250 fol- to $154 milli seal quarter ended Dec. 31 by 4.1% 
watems W°* Vag running 10 days behind orders. He million, Se ee santined 41. 5% to $3.1 
sping WECM? ony has now built 6,000 TV projectors. would be in bla — Ep oretaat, eben Saeniee 
| ignis compra distributor for JVC U-Matic video- year ending eee oes cont 1s igen 
ountZ ~ recorder and he said 50% of all projectors cul pt. 30, 1977. 
assette tail operation were accompanied by pur- emer comments by Urban, in answer to 8- 
sold by mrecorde or player. As to burgeoning busi- 10S: (1) "As a viable company, about 40% of oar 
chase tors which appear similar to Muntz, he [TV~appliance] sal 
. in projec It €s ought to be in private label. 
ness ye now has tent on optical system and he exceeds that now, but not by much." (2) Admiral's 
» | told us representations to companies he ees in audio business is currently being re-exam- 
would a infringing. ge Pe pees new color line—"equal in quality 
pelieves vynile, Laser Video Inc., L.A, (Vol. 18:5 duced in May ee twill be Antes 
Mean eted prototype of laser-beam self-con- “hapa shnnan tee ee ral's inventories are at 
po) has heexiet tion color TV display with 4-x-5-ft. to finished goods 7 (6 weeks all the way from parts 
iained ear militar y-industrial use. Set would sell Pippa eg her ) In long term, all major TV 
screen 900 range, Gen. Mer. Harold Moss said. nufacturers must re-assess marketing 


; 


costs to determine whether distributors have place 


in consumer unit, with $1,200 target ‘ 7 ; 
govever, Piived, presumably for both ee ee ER Ras Rien A emma ge ian 
pas bee? sia] reasons Former Exec. Vp T.H. Maiman, systems in col wp la ae Sache 
sial . ; , or & monochrome TV. (7) "Interface 
F ent0 of laser, now ee Gon Fel Chet Mark IV" interactive TV device, to be demonstrated 
Menkes is 00 eo must get soon (Vol. 16:4 pll), will sell for $700-$800, be 
over fi coal before igeeae of con- programmed from standard audio cassette. 
* arojector can be resumed. , 
sumer pro) 6 Admiral's color TV Wet 
Video game producer Fascination Ltd., Elk substantially more than Be ccna thik a s 
ve Village, Hl., says it's negotiating with 4 or 5 . 
Grove —_#——_ 


(including Tandom Enterprises, Waukesha, 


cam combination projection TV-game packages 
for bars & restaurants. Game would be made by 


wination (formerly National Computer Systems), 
pascimation © rks-in-drawer concept of removable 


game boards, would add $300 to price of set. 
Note: Last week we quoted incorrect list price 


Formal Japanese govt. restrictions on TV, 
radio & recorder exports to Belgium, Netherlands 
& Luxembourg halted at yearend when voluntary 
quota program expired. Change is result of nego- 
tiated agreement calling for Japan to monitor ex- 
ports to Benelux countries, take restrictive action 
if shipments. show signs of increasing too rapidly. 
Similar orderly marketing agreement reached 


earlier frees Japan from imposing quotas on TV 


for Sony projection TV. It's $2,500. We regret the 
error. exports to U.K. 


——___s—_ 


mdia Trade Fair in N.Y. last week indicated 


country's developing electronics industry poses no CB'ers of America (UCBA) & George Bennett 
threat to U.S. market position of current foreign & were turned down in appeal to 6th Circuit U.S. Court 
domestic suppliers. Half-dozen electronics firms of Appeals on 11-count 1973 conviction involving CB 
were showing discrete semiconductors & tubes, plus fraud. Bennett & UCBA were convicted by Mich. 


District Court of counterfeiting & distributing false 
FCC CB licenses. Bennett received 18-month prison 
sentence, while UCBA was fined $5, 000. 


are & accessory items. Product displays were 
iited to calculators and home & auto radios, gen- 
. rc design. Exhibit brochure stressed 
are eligible for duty-free import 
rence system announced by 


reatment under preferenc Year started well in EIA color TV sales-to- 
Pres ident last fall (Vol. 


dealer figures. Sales for first 2 weeks of Jan, were 
up 17, 1% (see State of the | 3 
ed to report $rd-week sales of 130, 500, up 26. 8% 


15:48 p9). Exhibit opens in 


jis J 


fa»! 
pi cababs 


& emitters. 
d Frye . mgr., Fair 
Bud Fry Epyv., named VP; 
ner Products Div- yp-mktg. 
sponsibility for watch mgantss “2 Peter 
ome mgr., promoted to yp-components products, 
assuming mktg. responsibilities formerly han 
, Blakkan. .. Ardith Rivel resigns as 


lid-state timepieces, duties assumed 


Benrus 0 
Elliot Morrison, also in charge of analog watch 
Hess: shifts from RCA Labs 


as client. 


_ Gordon Brantley advanced at GE from N.C. 
TY Spyies sale. Rigen pane mgr. el oe 
pegs page mgr., succeeding R. Oliver Craw- 
Vea maiebbaaaeiat an, necting Sony 


te 


ey 


FEBRUARY 
2 
Financial Reports of TV-Electronics tom 
These are latest reports as obtained during pas; wees Rai 


indicates information not available at press time an. 


es denote los unis, 
in dollars. Parenthes 5. renee 


Avnet 


1976-6 mo. to Jan. 2 292,934,000 


4-6 mo. to Dec. 27 284 ,832 ,000 13° 8, 
eats to Jan. 2 150 ,066 ,000 2 4730, 
. to Dec. 27 139,800,000 | 8.093" 
cstg. 34, 
con pecyear to Dec. 31° | 110,246,000 1a 
1974-year to Dec. 31 100 ,407 ,000 13°3 
1975-qtr. to Dec. 3) 30,459,000 | 2 736 
1974-qtr- to Dec. 31 26,315,000 ) 1 
Cable Communications . > 
cyg75-year to Dec. 31¢ 9,307,442 | ».. 
1974-year to Dec. 31 23,233,468 2 5849 an) 
: €,12) ; 
archild Camera & Instrument — | 
Feoys-year to Dec. 28 | 291,542,000 | ‘ 
1974-year to Dec. 29 384,933,000 | 55°073,009! 


1975-qtr. to Dec. 28 81 ,368 000 032 ‘009 
1974-qtr. to Dec. 29 78,891,000 | 4702000 


International Rectifier| 


1975-26 wk. to Dec. 28. 28,313,000 


1974-26 wk. to Dec. 29 35,513,000 | 12918 ong! 
1975-13 wk. to Dec. 2 15,609,000 | 1076 
1974-13 wk. to Dec. 29 18,895 435 | 496 


—.F. Johnson 

1975-year to Vec. 31 72,110,000 , 
1974-year to : 45,511,000 5 1247 , 09 
yo75-qtr. to Dec. 31 | 22,942,000 2 $92 0 
1974-qtr. to 12,836,000 | 861 009 


29 215.000 


20th Century-Fox 


3M . 
1975-year to Dec. 31 | 3,127,000 ,000 oy eae 
1974-year to Dec. 31 | 2,936 ,000 ,000 By ee 000 
1975-qtr. to Dec. 31 | 780 ,800 ,000 Fe e000 
1974-qtr. to Dec. 31 | 728,300,000 76 .800,,00¢ 
Raytheon ‘ 
y975-year to Dec. 31° | 2,245,445 ,000 ee 
ja7s-year to Dec. 31 |1,928,855,000 | 57’) 
1975-qtr. to Dec. 3] | 595,196,000 
1974-qtr. to Dec. 31 531,999 000 rte 
Technical Operations | 
1975-qtr. to Dec. 27 22 795 ,000 
1974-qtr. to Dec. 28 | 
| 
) 


1975-year to Dec. 27 342 ,730 ,000 _ 

1974-year to Dec. 28 280,136,000 9c 

1975-qtr. to Dec. 27 83,580,000 7 

1974-qtr. to Dec. 28 76,060 ,00 
UA-Columbia Cablevision 

1975-qtr. to Dec. 31 4.679000 ; 

1974-qtr. to Dec. 31° 3,798 000 : 
Wells, Rich, Greene 

1975-year to Oct. 3] 28,200 .559 

1974-year to Oct. 31 2912935) 


a tA idl 
Record. “Includes special credit. ‘Restated. dy 


Notes: 
justed. SOL LeU 


Div., adds post as head of new Electronics & Con- 
munications Group, consisting of SED. Dielectric 
Communications & Warren G-V Communications 


Divs. ..J. Robert Roe named Litton corporate con- 


Sapiens xP 


saunchec by Labor Dept. for semi- 
ers at plants of RCA, Mountaintop 
, Phoenix & Mesa, Ariz. 


assistance eligibility investa 


i 


ye iP 
= a 
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proadcast 


MESTIC & FOREIGN POLICY: Likes 5- 
als, less FCC involvement in program- 
ew gtation-cable cross-ownership. Presses 
dustry cooperation in dealing with foreign 


CABLE, JD tells court, Says FCC 
5H eae artes by evidencé, Broadcasters 
restriction everal fronts. NCTA elects unopposed 

e on oe favors House staff report except in 
sl pee area, also pushes rate inquiry. (P, 2) 
feder: HOUSE PROCEEDINGS clears Rules Subcom- 


Ty OF rt threatens to block any legislation 

mi at give Speaker control. (P. 4) 

whic 4 a 

STIONS FOR FCC: Senate Com- 

MORE nal a wants 5-year record of all travel, 
eee of Washington, ‘transportation ser- 

cost, ee ais items of value’ not paid by govt. (P, 5) 

oars REN DEBATE switches to Utah as Sen. 
jans hearing in home state. Panel of religious 

s 
ne to testify. (P. 5) 
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ficures reflect 21% increase over Jan. 1975. 


EXPANSION OF CB to 50 
FCC unchall = 


(P. 7) 


COLOR IMPoRTs up 56% 
Shipments rose 43% 
imports slipped to 5 
Japan's Dec. color 
1975 total at 1,22 


in 4th quarter, as Dec. 
to 105, 000, although full-year 
-year low of 1.21 million. 
exports to U.S. tripled, putting 
million, up 21%. (P, 8) 


COMMERCE DEPT, FORECASTS 1976 consumer 
electronics sales rising 12% to $4.35 billion, growth 
to $8.7 billion in 1985. Electronics industry 1976 
sales seen at $28.3 billion. (P. 9) 


NEW GAME CHIP will be offered in volume next Aug. 


by National Semiconductor, with major TV maker as 
possible customer. (P, 9) 


ZENITH'S NEW COLOR TUBE, as gleaned from 


patents, features more economical shadow mask, 
faceplace alignment technique, phosphor coating pro- 


cedure and aluminizing process. (P. 10 
EGER'S POLICIES—DOMESTIC & INTERNATIONAL: Red tape and over-regulation remain ma- 


: poos to John Eger, OTP acting dir. Just back from South American trip, he covered 
a it of issues in interview last week. Among his positions: 
n 


(1) "There's no magic in 3-year renewals. It's a burden on many stations and should be 
shifted to 5 years." 


in d I have to agree 
"Networks want a certain insulation from the regulatory process, an to as 
j ae “RCC is too much involved with networks and the larger stations. It's making judg- 
o about programs. As we come into an ‘abundance economy,' FCC should get out of pro- 
re percentages... Family viewing is a noble but misdirected endeavor." 


ip oug g g te. There should be more 
" cross-ownership ought to go to Congress for deba ud b 
sete owaeekis with stations. I can't see a broadcaster trying to thwart cable in his town if 


d kill cable if he owned it. 
; ip. I reject out of hand the argument that he woul 
rad Bee bonis ss a and say they're not against cable—but ask why they must be coer 
: i apy own cable only in other cities. Maybe they should be ee 
think networks should own cable—but only as common carriers, and not in their o- , 


—but I want Congress to geta 
"I know that makes the Justice Dept. antitrust people unhappy—bu 


SALES to dealers up 24% from 1975, 
OY eck showing 31.3% gain. Monochrome 


sin 


W sxico are eee gtments by U.S. manufacturers, 

Meract more special report by island's busi- 

* rto Pin oiic Development Administra- 

g for een) Income & property taxes be 

amends: |” d of years, rather than imposed 

ed in over Paw firm's exemption expires. 

‘ag once; en rates for exporting companies. 
reduction oe ion of P. R. from federal mini- 
General exe (4) Industrial loan guarantees for 

6 e “sane & modernization. To hold down 

ca construct 5 ests reduction of legislated fringe 

pl eo earth to productivity with wage sub- 
renefitS tieing companies and establishment of 
<idies iets U.S. companies could locate 

Z 


order Z0ne; . Recently, govt. moved to cut 
bor posts this abeovals for imports of raw 
red tape, equipment & financing as well as for 
materials, ork permits for necessary technicians. 
ae Oe jloyer contributions to Social Secu- 
tion in eared. Through series of seminars 
rity a cities later this year by private In- 
in major Hee Coordinating Council, govt. hopes to 
Bond Indus’ st in Mexico by U.S. manufacturers 
aeeaermear sign export assembly plant locations. 
seeking 10) mphasize desirability of siting plants 
Meetings ah? ; s where unemployment is 
in Mexico's interior states w a 
higher, wages lower, than in more easily access 


border zone. 
—————g—__—_— 

Foreign ventures; Unitrex forms calculator as- 
sembly De Seacnt with Electra Radio (no 
relation to ERC of U.S.) as local partner. Company 
will produce for Latin American markets. . . Hitachi 
will be 20% partner in Finnish color tube plant with 
govt. owning 60%, TV maker Salora Oy remaining 
20%, Capitalized at $52 million, plant will have 

ial capacity for 300,000 tubes, most being used 


by Salora, rest marketed to European OEM by 


‘ sets; Admiral drops in new 19" leader at 
430, stepur at $450 & $470 (previous leader was 
ns ade: 33, a 


and Japanese followed that with record 4th 
00 


b 0 
wie! x th Puerto Rico & COMME 
: Bo erto ; 
gee on Ee eeanitve programs to lines RCE DEPT, FORECASTS; After 12 
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“Quarter color exports of 387, 600 


export to U.S. & oth . 
20% export increase to 600, 000 ae 


Sets'in'U.S. to Miaia. 


sets monthly. apore 


Shipments dropped 


Commerce estimate 
but should grow 11% in 1976 te $28.3 billion, then’ 


- However, if 


videodises become popular, industry growth could 


NEW VIDEO-GAME CHIP: National Semiconductor 

is joining video game market as Supplier, will begin 
volume production of 3-game chip at under $9 by Aug. 
Subsidiary Novus —which hopes to introduce game by 
June—will be first customer, but NS Consumer Sys- 
tems Mktg. Mgr. Steven Field says firm is talking to 
other companies now in game business, importers & 
U.S. TV manufacturers. One major TV producer 
reportedly is shooting for June introduction of set 
incorporating NS chip. LSI chip has necessary logic 
to play tennis, handball & hockey, all in color. Other 
features: Automatic ball Speed increase, adjustable 
paddle size, automatic on-screen digital scoring 
(blanked out during actual play), sectioned paddles 
for ''spin'' or "English" effect. Field says firm will 
run check on initial production in April, begin sam - 
pling customers in May & June. Other major sup- 
plier is General Instruments, now marketing $5-$6 
game chip. 


I fter 

Bohsei dropped plans to market video game a 
its supplier, LTA, decided to enter field under own 
name with cocktail-table & portable home units (Vol. 
16:4 p11). 


* | rAlAc : gelica 
Erie i s483ee ao; #4 -_ .~Z 
_ eg a ee oe ees oat sah 
F , mani AacTurine US 2h 
sistor manufacturing su 
ie v Z 
| ei =) 
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NEW COLOR TUBE to be offere 


VOL. 16, NO. 8 


at Defendant Wiley 
GIVES ar back-to-back. SAG strikes 

ef NASER aiff Lear aPPoh 

x. and Pt pastore- 


INVESTIGATOR: Schorr 
eee Ethics Committee hearing, 


- ae Aa 4 
| ries off intelligence beat. ( 


ig t RIMENT LOSES: Commissioners 
ley. EXPE d fairness doctrine 
one wey reject plan to suspen 


d to industry next 
Television 


, in- 
- Time- 
- ‘Dry run' for 


gate 4- major markets. (P. 3) eae VIDEO GAMES hit market this week at N.Y. 
; oin : FCC & NAB say en oy air, including model which could break $30 
a phigh aR beiedelan otiane retail price point. Magnavox in Fair for first time 
CABLE jon Se te with Odyssey, (Pp, 9) 
tee largest impact. , SONY CLAIMS 7.5% of U.S. 1975 color market, says 


ys COPYRIGHT by 97-0 vote. Hathaway 


sENATE share topped 10% in Jan., 
s burden for small cable systems. (P. 4) 
ease 


shies away from CB and 
TV game fields, 


a ™NG AGENDA for March 2-3 FCC ‘over- 
| eee udes children's TV ads, political ed Mie. 
ight' i ; budgets. ; 
sight rce Committees okay 
ia oe’ . . 
NTS RE-ELECTED: 9 more to join 
NAB for first time after Chicago convention. (P. 5) 
UARTER LOSS due partly to higher TV 
ABC ope & lower unit prices. Broadcasting 
ei for 72% of 1975 revenues. (P. 6) 
ac 


Admiral claims 10% share. (P. 10) 


WARWICK'S LARGER LOSS in 1975 attributed to in- 
creased Sears buying of low-cost color imports. 
Capehart shows 3rd-quarter profits. (P. 10) 


CANADA'S TV MARKET dropped in first 9 months 
of 1975 as domestic output fell 46.5%, imports 
slipped 32.8%. (P. 11) 


CB TRANSCEIVERS set crowth pace for Japan's ex- 
ports to U.S. last year, as units rose 80. 5%, while 
other major audio product categories declined. (P. 11) 


: ily viewing (FV) 
GIVE HIGH VISIBILITY; By design or otherwise, controversial family viewing ( 
WATER will each role in Feb. 23-25 NATPE convention in San Francisco. Appearing 
ane Be sithough not together—will be a major defendant (FCC Chmn. Wiley) & plaintiff 
pe ce Norman Lear) in antitrust & First Amendment suit to be tried April 6 in L. A, 


I in Cal. (Some advised him not 
} rs have much concern about Wiley's appearance in 
) ve - a Comr. Abbott Washburn, who spoke in L.A, Feb. 22 (see below), was to ol 
By becnuce of fear plaintiffs may attempt to subpoena commissioners meee they're 
| na In freeing them of personal liability 2 weeks ago (Vol, 16:7 pl), L.A. Dist. Judge 


od Gad 
rt t 


i istri 1, does not yet have jurisdiction 
 Warre ' aid ''a district court in the Central Dist. of Ca ave 
Pt. cttciais)." Some feel such jurisdiction might apply while commissioners es 
in Gal, (Comr. Quello added fuel to controversy last week when he fo to FV as "an 
ample of a voluntary response to regulation by raised eyebrow" |see p. 6}.) 


oe ider his strongest defense yet of FV, 
wast week, Wiley made what many in Washington consid : iohti's on 
high school principals, In NATPE keynote speech today, he'll just ki 
swing, stress his view that govt. doesn't belong in TV programming, . 
BECO ipvalvementatheme he used in Nov. HRTS speech (Vol pole Dione 
- INVOL pias tg oe ae sch in Wash i ngton before religi 10us broadcasters, 
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ood big pusiness ? It interests us. It's our bag. If it's there and attractive, we'll 


eantime, @* eri nents Ts Betamax programming will be watched closely for possible 
I ablie’s taste in videodisc programs, 


ES inhagt tee Br astern Raft of new video games—one expected to hit retail 
ount price Be a ondere for ive ae ee aon N.Y. this week. “At Lena 
ise : will be t& . : “Summer deliver an aenavo . ‘ Kang 
ae re dt time with Odyssey 100 & 200. y, and Magnavox will come into 
{ r a 


ame-licensing agreem 
ent 
p., Danbury, Conn. for development of console c 


or : ; 
u ain.” Fairchild signed similar deal with Phoenix -bas 


this one with Alpex 
apable of playing "variety of 
ed Micro in Jan, (Vol. 16:4 p10). 
ne at Toy Fair are Coleco, Ent Cardi stri : 
ducin mes a : ex, Cardinal Industries & Jansa and indus- 
nerally believes other major toy/game companies wil] enter field within year. 
ry int in game market is being 
low price point 1 : fing quoted by Cardinal on "Backhand I,’ which 
nT suggested list in $45-$50 range but is expected to be discounted at $29.95 by major 
will ¢# Game is basic table tennis, features variable speed & serve controls, random ball 
herent; lacks sound & on-screen scoring, Other Cardinal game—"'Backhand I''—has sound, 
move smash (1 player) or tennis (2), uses remote paddle controls Set inside real tennis balls. 
ays is expected to be in $70 range. Vp Joel Berger sa 
yes will be introduced later in year. Both games are scheduled for June delivery. 
Coleco game Vol, 16:3 p9) is called "Telstar," will retail for $70-80. Vp E.B. Hurwin 
sani gle game chip, plays tennis, hockey, one-player handball and features on- 
sal en digital scoring, 3 different ball sounds, variable Speed-control settings at "beginner," 


ue mediate” & “professional” levels. Deliveries begin in April; other games are planned. 


poten ores oe te mine tn Japan, uses 8 chips, plays tennis, Ping Pong & squash, has 
iable speed control & automatic-player" feature allowing user to play against game. Spokes- 
oe said deliveries will begin in April and game probably will be discounted at $50 retail level. 
ag Jansa, subsidiary of Brewster Industries, will market higher-end "Futurescope"’ featuring 
ote-control panels and 6 games, including ''Chance” which randomly blanks out half of 
are field during game. Jansa Pres. Joseph Steinberg says game uses 30 chips, is assem- 
ed ns firm's Brooklyn plant, will be delivered in June. Game using custom-made chip will be 
Se emend in next 6 months and firm plans to introduce line of 10 video "action" games at be- 
- g of 1977. “Futurescope” carries $118 dealer price, will probably be discounted at $180 


level, Steinberg said, 


Magnavox is "'Looki for additional customers" at Toy Fair, according to Electronic Games 
Product ie r. John Helms, won't introduce lower-priced version of Odyssey (Vol. 16:4 p11). 


To e industry will make dramatic shift to video and other electronic games in next 


few years, many in field predict. Steinberg says his firm—which now specializes in air hockey, 
other family games—will have totally electronic line within next 5-10 years. ‘Space in the home 
is getting short,” he told us, “and there isn't enough room for big games. But the consumer 
wants more games, and the answer is electronics." Video game market alone will hit 4.5 mil- 


lion in 1977, he believes. 
. feel the future of the game business is in electronics,” commented Berger of Cardinal. 


electronic games is Mego, which is introducing non-TV electronic 
nulating bridge of StarTrek Enterprise space Sram has variable 
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. : ARD MOVE at San Fran- JAPAN COLOR 
ft co Lae fails to dominate as expected. exceed 100, 000 Comrie to U.S. set another record 
onferc’ TV shows listed. Wiley says he me BASE consecutive month. (P. 8) , 
i a. 
-d' ae yo e's rights. Loa aa atandaid porta requiring no mandatory federal 
anit Har sicators very satisfied: - 5) aera eget: panel to UL safety standard group 
4). CASE —continued: Flynt Committee NE ; « 8) > 
“ORF oe Md staff, a8 some House members a ADDS TITLE of Zenith chmn., succeeding 
eks il f ‘chilling’ press- Schorr suspended, ight, who retires this month at 65 (Pp, 9) Ss 
te fear SY "a 
e ee (p. 3) 4 pales PUTS HOLD on unfair-import complaint 
et . Best. Bureau recom- ee inst Japan color TV producers, asks ITC for 
emporary delay to expand scope of charges. (P. 9) 


a ; ' FOR N. bi a 
D ch ports by philadelphia & N.Y¥.C.. sta- 
ands anne & public affairs for N.J. Pro- CRACKDOWN ON MES whi 
| n : TVG % ty 
s, rejected. Pp. 4) proved continued by nie oe aren't type-ap- 


lved by FCC, WHAT'S PORTABLE? Bureau of Standards to de- 


ION impasse reso 
cide issue for FTC. (P. 10) 


al with waivers for 


a promi es to be liber 
ae tations- 
3 jty-owned s ADVENT REVS UP marketi 
avy NCE: Dispute shaping uP between tion surges ahead of “ore « Sapeees eee 
BT-FY 7 violence indices: CBS finds post-FV BETTER 
al eee ne enodolOZY: (Pp. 6) ee-Mears mask-etching techniques. (P. 11) 
Ee mantis are lanned by FCC & FTC to AVERAGE PRICES decline for large-screen color & 
fect on viewers, monochrome imports last year. Transceivers only 
pright spot for audio importers in 1975. (Pp. 12) 


‘CONTINUE! ‘UPWARD MOVE: Full-scale debate over family viewing (FV) never quite 
2 last week Cisco as subject failed to dominate dis- 
| as expected gpl). There were plenty of other issues—shortage of syndicated 
nming, CATV; movies e—to satisfy interests of record 1, 891 at- 
os, up from 1,362 in Atlanta just year ago. 
numbers of gen. mgrs. got unexpected bonus when White 
| t Ford's favorite TV shows—Police Woman, Can- 
Mead also said President watched local late news each night, 
evening news next day. He said White House makes every effort not to pre- 
r presidential appearances and that networks have never brought pressure 
of prime time. 


and I feel that rovernment should play 
“7 and to that end he made these sugges 


the control of what 


a lesser role in 
tions: (1) Extend 


ie jo or don { f0,"’ Mead sala, : 
riod to 5 years “and do away with all that paperwork." (2) Open Congress to live TV 
cael e how the government system works." (3) Repeal Sec. SiSifor, 
ith print media. Mead also said 


1races. (4) Give proadcast newsmen equal rights W 
allow them pack on 


ehould either ban cigare t ads in print or 
ang gpots should be banned because ‘we are deferring to one & 
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roup while eX- 


MARCH | "a 
; ‘ 
ie ~1a¢ PORTABLE? Days when “anythin 
Win. nortable’’ will come to end this youths 
Ae 4] Bureau of Standards completes study pith 
n eight & bulk a Product e ” 
designated as hernia mode 


Which y 
ant I use 


Model, 
Other 


are increasing ; 
5 ny 
lation transtorme," 


chassis & Cabinet 


an yUr Significant, 
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tration on TV energy c iency & related testin, — 

aasaas Proposals. dato reduction 7 

; ergy us ' Measuring electy; 

ere oe pei d before passage of energy 
nich assigned regulatory authority to Pra” 

51 p9). NBS spokesman told us that TV 
irtually co ; but finalization is be- 
died ) pel 1 ‘ration on standard 
sther products ranking higher on FEA's priorit 
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nith introduced onochrome line at dis. 
neeting last n approximately same 
umber of models (16) : price points as preq. 
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y list, 


) 9” AC open-list set, 
retai rage company's 
rice ‘sets are $130 & open 


50 extra); tw C sets are $120 & 

er with s se; 2 AC-DC 12" are open, 
ange. Two 16" & two 19” 
ced early (Vol. 16:8 p11), 
predecessors, which would 
about $160 for 19". New 19" 

' 0. T able-~model 22" is open, 

wh open-list step-up. Two four- 
msoles are $625, open-list 2-channel 


‘elecor 8 contract to distri- 
equipment in West- 
oe 1980... . Zenith 
"ens from vp-sales 
ark from mdse. mer. to 
i irom mktg. services mgr. to 
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5. one a resigns as Capehart national 
ae gernard join B&S, N.Y. rep for Capehart, 
ns Sy _ mgr’ to 7% Shepherd, Texas Instry_ 
i catig,® ss rex & = ae elected chmn., Succeeding Patrick 
Pa vets cnief ring; J. Fred Bucy, chief operating 
‘ 1, m 2 ced from exec. vp to pres,, replacing 
Pt fice? a Keith Meyers promoted at TRW Elec- 


wh oe erd.+* Div. from mktg. dir. to mkte. 
a a sir ne vi . , U. of Chicago, named oe 
ies ip Oe ard, perenne 


139° fey genith , former Rockwell Consumer Op- 
“1 R. Es troller, shifts to corporate controller's 
> rations Cor rations analyst for Consumer Opera - 
0 


how ; ic Product Div.; D, J 

= tronic ; D. J. Ruggles 
on, win = - eer appointed analysts for Aerospace 
ea dog ti moh rations...E, Denis Colbourne aq- 


= & J c ‘ . 
‘idge Flectront nar Canada from chief engineer to 
igg © ae ced at ayn ering vp; Michael Hollis, former 


its +’ & e ed mfe. V ...- Amanda 
in. . mgr., nam mas VP 
1 tape oy operat ed Clarion America national sales 
rile appo Peter Bennett, ex-RCA, named staff 
4, 9 coor BIA Communications Div. 
assoc ae ys advanced at Conrac Turner Diy. 
Jam 


s) to gen. mgr.; Leon Goodell pro- 

cpmicrophen ributor sales mgr. to mktg. megr., 

14 moted fro e Aarews. .- Leonard Landelius promoted 
Valin or 4 Line Connector (CB parts) from gen. mgr. 


at nsibility for firm's 3 U.S. plants... 

Ti to vp, with De amarris, named gen. mgr. of Puerto 
49,0595 § Gay FOFR®)*. Ajien Group's Antenna Specialists Div.., 
23,004 Rico plant , ex-ITT & Westinghouse, joins 

8. peter ; -mfg. operations. 
11, 99" s s as senior vp-mfg. op 
Praha Audio Magnetic SS -——__— 
17, 627 


of 4,000 GE b&w “etme put 
‘cui cialist GBC into video games 
= ree offering 19" & 22" units to 
samiiers as monitors for coin-op games but 
eth Harry Lefkowitz said he '’might make them 
Pres. mplete games myself. " Lefkowitz says firm 
int» it 3, 500 22” & 500 19’ monitors, is selling 
vemeat $59-$79. Monitors lack RF & tuning — 

808. gy, circuits but game could be direct-wired into video 
7.0 tlh. GE spokesman said monitors were made 
for unidentified game producer who apparently went 
proke. GBC has sold 4,000 of 10, 000 security sys- 

tems purchased from Magnavox for $1.25 million. 
Firm is quoting dealer price of $30 & $35 on 2 
security systems which had original list prices of 

/@® $150 & $170, is selling fire-smoke detector at $30 
4) (Vol. 15:42 p10). 


Kodak is developing in-house IC manufacturing 
capability. Company said it has installed production 
equipment, is still in debugging stage, indicated it 
plans to make only portion of requirements. Kodak 
uses electronics for exposure control in cameras, 
| for sound in cameras & projectors, as well as in 
b- | VP-1 film videoplayer, professional equipment. 


Bowmar is asking bankruptcy court for permis- 
Sion to sell TIC microwave oven business to Fry- | 
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» abandoning planned Monte 


Counting for 23 94 aie eet a= 
by Eiliboars, hi of top 100 Singles & albums listed 


OSes minpietin o % plifiers, $257.5 
a. ’ € pickups, $37.1 million. 

‘ > tape decks, $125 million, up 5%. With 
vo"ume unchanged last y ; 


> branded speak 


; Totals exclude private-label. 
Sales gain of 15% to $877 million is forecast for 1976. 


vel dropped 
b&w sales in- 


. Assn. says 
Million ile j ) 
eo 3 lees imports dropped 39% to 264,000. In 


% to 505,000, while 
imports shot up 80% to 43 ;.. ‘ ; ba 
factories j; 3,000. As x esult, U.K. 


ose factories there went on 
cing those companies’ import 
B&w situation is expected to deteri- 
is year as set manufacturers become 
n imports for b&w tubes. Results 
for 1975 for other consumer electronics: Audio 
systems, 733,000, down 12%; phonos, 270, 000, 
down 19%; radio-phonos, 111,000, dewn 37%: 
radios, 4,255,000, down 11%. 


requirements, 
orate further th 
totally reliant o 


FCC commissioners are learning problems of 
CB first hand. All have been loaned transceivers by 
Radio Shack, and Chmn, Wiley & Comr. Robert Lee 
have used them in their homes. ‘As far as I'm con- 
cerned,’ said Wiley, "little KFP2242 is going to be 
off the air because I've had enough." Comr. Quello's 
transceiver was installed in car of his engineering 
asst., William Harris, with whom he often rides to 
work—and was promptly stolen. 


Electronics repair businesses & locations 
dropped 9% last year to 66,000, though number of 
employed technicians rose 7% to 196,300, NESDA 
estimates. Assn. says about 26 are now in 
formal or on-job training, up 15%, indicates some 
889 million TV, radios, phonos, recorders, etc. 
now in use, or about 4,500 for each full-time 
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q rv VIOLENCE STUDIES find action doesn't 
violent behavior in children, but does teach 
all _violent youths techniques of crime, Produces 
Posed inclination toward aggression.’ (P, 1) 


a a gs AGAINST KORK-TV: Tentative staff 
is ee tions would deny renewal because of network 
Ke é misleading statements to Commission. No 


clipe e ae competing application. Wiley pushing for 


| dee sr actions before NAB convention. (P. 2) 
/oF COLLIER AS FTC CHMN. expected despite 


Bi \ =. tresponsiveness contact man’ for former 
ie scident Nixon while at Commerce Dept. (P. 3) 


‘ TE PROBE OF ALCOHOL in TV ads & programs 
nits in little consensus for govt. action, but panel 


tes strong push for increased self-regulation. 
ford calls drinking ‘fact of life.' (P. 4) 

“ETCO INTO PAYCASTING: Major theater- 
er-broadcaster buys WBTB-TV Newark, will 


r monthly & per-program service using decoder. 
\der-Tongue starts decoder production in May, 
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FEB, COLOR 
est such 
radios al 
tributors 


ae TV sales to dealers up 28.2%, strong- 

gain since Aug. 1972. B&w, FM & auto 

. show increases, Manufacturers & dis- 
eep color inventories low. (P. 7) 

io CASUALTY is Broadmoor, Closing of 

: s0-based TV-auto import-marketer seen caused 
y lack of financing. (P, 8) 

OWENS -ILLINOIS will make Zenith-Corning type 
olor bulb if sufficient demand develops. Similar 

cost-saving projects already under way. (P. 8) 


ai glam COLOR MARKET share rose in 1975, 
aE - Such increase in history. At production level, 
19" increased dominance in color, 12" captured half 
of b&w. SS penetration up. (P. 8) 


VIDEO GAMES coming under sharper scrutiny of 
FCC which sends out 5 more violation notices, con- 
Siders new rules to fight mounting interference prob- 
lems. Three new applications filed. (P. 10) 


COMPONENT IMPORTS showed recovery in 4th 


vable and stations. (P. 4) 


MIPMENT SURPRISES expected at NAB show. 
mapex & Sony seen agreeing on standard for 1" 
sadcast-quality VTR. Microprocessors move into 
padeast gear. ENG in spotlight again. (P. 5) 
BC's TV VIOLENCE STUDIES: Two major research projects sponsored by ABC, on effects 
PTV violence on children, concluded that while TV violence doesn't cause violent behavior in 
fild viewers, it does teach already-violent youths techniques of violence and "is capable of 
ro ucing increased inclination toward aggression in children." (Surgeon General's Committee 
oun din March 1972 that "the causal relationship between televised violence and antisocial be- 
avior is sufficient to warrant appropriate & immediate remedial action.") 


Conducted over last 5 years, studies were financed by ABC with grants totaling $1 million. 
@ project, conducted by social research psychologist Seymour Lieberman of Lieberman Re- 
rch, studied 9,838 "normal" children aged 7-14 in N.Y., N.J, & Conn., while 2nd project, 
W Temple U.'s Dr. Melvin Heller, clinical prof. of psychiatry & late Samuel Polsky, prof. of 
imedicine, studied smaller groups of children who were emotionally troubled and learning- 
i, homeless & neglected, or imprisoned for violent crimes. 
f an TY violence doesn't cause "normal," emotionally-dis- 

, ome nt. Heller & Polsky state that watch- 

Jren's "'assaultive or violent behavior," 


quarter, but key items ended 1975 down from 1974 
levels. Picture tubes, blank tape posted gains. (P. 11) 


RCA CONSUMER products & services showed profit 
comeback in 1975, annual report discloses. Sarnoff 
signs $75, 000-a-year advisory contract. (P. 11) 
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10~TELEVISION DIGEST sai TV, OR des secon it « t: yor 
+ Five more Vv e from FCC Class rules, according to gig, **mp 
HER ON GAMES: FCC, i 
FOO ORME Mave received oa i wanperere But FCC letter to oeagga Bald such ... pe: 
I 0 co 7 ing growing interfere, -'~Cla, c 
ind spoken #78 TUG ered under ClaHe | games et mobile Fadios, and that ayene, i) | 
interference from ibility. Coléco, Car w a” tatinas. FCC's ae ency |. Cont shot 
TV rogation It Me oetanoning tonlyoa-t?= OE arene from coin-operated wanes ">, | 
Sales ‘ , M $ ’ ? 7 : : : 9+ Was res 
Visulex of Mt. Vier rc toning joint game deal with spread to rie gam “on ar os S498 firm pro” 
Alpex apparently for men OM bt] Ol & M-Tech En- will drop plan to marker y tsulex kit through nest" | 
toy company to us. Entex, pe earlier (Vol. 19: of amateur radio stores, introduce own game Work gor 
gineering received violation n General Instrument game chip in near fy, “*lny ice 
ake gt serious, since 7 gare i ikis week ie 16:9 pig), ri 
Coléco notice is potenti ay incorrectly described Se ae ue nantes Aye a. kit also bs sil 
brochure Mane PCO a roved,” claim which ae build-it-yourself videogame features wij, \” a: 
Pelstar' game as F app t " aecording to 3 , Se ie EAT enter n: s Wil) aDppea, 
be taken ag "willful Lg ty mage ' arnold Green- pee gsues sectronics & Por... . 
} es, lectronics. _— T 
FCC spokesman. But Colsse brochure I 
roval on broc 
berg said that pg ¢ an Ee ie manufactured, Three new game applications have hee, ;., 15. 
was only meant to vipvitig = approval.” Coléco has FCC, but spokesman declined to revea) y,,...-°" i" 
Piece ne with FCC, Greenberg said, and won't of approved games remains at 5 (Vol. 19.2 , 9), vy ; 
re rampart . until approval is granted. being Universal Research's ‘Video Action, Aa I, latey | 
distribute brochu ‘ first units being pe to Bloomingdales j,, with 
were un- this week. Ronald Rutkowski, mktg. yp a. 
. Cardinal, Visulet & Jansa spokesmen S- VP of Corr, 
+ available for comment. Alpex Pres. Norman Alpert Sales, which markets $199 game, told us fir, , 
of told us FCC notice was mistake, that toy company ‘gell all we can make this year,” despite |.” 
i” | : (identified by Greenberg a8 Coléco), and not Alpex, appearance of games in $40 range. Com antes 7 
et would be marketer of game. "We're aware of the Sastingtgerter market with low-prices "Da 
oe . FCC rules & regulations and we're working with our "finding out what we found out last Oct..." py, 3 
Bs client on them. We don't expect any problems. said, “It just isn't that easy to get a game eats - 
z by the FCC.” Zi 


M-Tech Pres. Chris Sidener said FCC notice to 
his firm stemmed from M-Tech plan to market Visu- RCA is becoming peripherally inyolyed jy, .,.. 


~~ * 


* f lex kit. Kit for game offering tennis & bumper pool ket through introduction of CMOS microprocecen, 

he will come in various forms priced from $27. 50 for designed for use in home video games. other .... 

 unpopulated circuit board & plans to $160 for com-~ sumer & industrial products. Processor w))) .... 
plete package. It's designed for wiring directly into £93.50 in lots of 100. hal : L 
Antitrust damage suits brought against Japanese Watch watch: Frontier is suing researche, — ; 
Creative Strategies for libel, claiming Cs de}; 


consumer electronics manufacturers by Zenith & ibere! 
National Union Electric will be tried in Philadelphia, understated its share of watch module market any 
but separately, Federal Judge Higginbotham ruled, made other disparaging remarks in study re}, res : 
He said refusal of some Japanese defendants to waive _—late last year (Vol. 16:2 p11). Suit also Reeve” 

jury trial rights in Zenith action prevents consoli- unidentified individuals who helped CS with styc 

dation of cases. Exeluded, for present, from trans- asks $5,000 in damages, $1 million for malice. 

er from Newark court to Philadelphia is that portion In response, CS said Frontier was given ch 2 et 

of NUE case involving Sanyo, which claims it didn't correct alleged misstatements, didn't supply a 


conduct business in Pa, before 1970, when suit was requested data...H s attracting crow) 
brought. Both public & confidential filings in suits number of U.S, digital pda aie oe 
are being sought by International Trade Commission of quartz erystals—now imported—should aan ad 
staff handling Sylvania's complaint that some Japanese {n near future. Last year, General Ch ihe "i 
TV producers engage in unfair import competition Commerce predicted Hong Kong eventually ale! 


(Vol, 16;5 ps) ITC spokesman indicated in 
Pi oO t become "s ic ; ; \ 
be held Up while it prepared a more co hensive 


pan's VTR production is expected to hit 170,- } 
000 this y Ar, with exports at 50,000-60- | 
Says. Output last year totaled 119, 162, 
199 3 million, down 2.1%, Fore- 
ver only commercial equipment, 
on orita has said company plans 


onsumer-type Betamax VTRs 
ie 
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) wih be set up this year by S, 
ent Center to promote consume: 
to EEC countries. 
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TES NCTA convention in Dallas: CB INDUST 
CABLE aided by FCC a “apy expansion overcoming SAYS 10-4 to PC-76, 
istration ‘strongest in years. attendan h self as hit, wi 
q S28 sing “olive branch’ to broadeasters but ep ot nearly 9,000, (P. 8) a 
jdt proP° 


p acs (es. 1) ITC WIDENS PROBE ; : 
tgeare tactic Japan TV producers, i en ene Practices by 


d unchanged over-all 

LEVELS are foun ; -_ 

Siete profile, though FV violence is ” ; COLOR TUBE announced by Sony for fall marketing 
file 'fallacious.' (P. 3) apan in TV set at $5,000, monitor at $3, 300 GE 


Projection TV. Ad 
-x-8-ft. picture. (P. 10) ay 


543 ATIVES TO FV: Documents sub- Sylvania ch aunching formal in 
: ar s quiry into 
265,75 ALTE eal disclose proposed inquiry & to cover Aer pee eine need for and investigation 
+ n werd had been drafted. Policy statement RECORD co Panies & actions. (P, 9) 
0 ; itutional limits’ LOR IM 
ema ach ‘outer constitu PORTS re 
Se yatave FCC TCSE” rogram content.’ (P. 2) ments from Japan leaped 5.5 times lever <3 SNP 
DOW due vith tmore active month. (P, g) “omnes level of same 1975 
Don 1 


ue nual 
vin 7th er ps calls pro 
& down. N TV is detailed for FCC by NAB. offers kit for § 
CABLE PAT on lose average 46% of audience, 


a oe arkr’ stations 17-21%; UHF is hard- ga Bey ie coming, govt. spokesmen insist 
miu ; -16, nterference poses serious problem 
ast hit. (P- ) FCC proposes CB receiver certification plan, changes 


REBUILD, RATES, STANDARDS: FCC grants in TV & FM cer 


‘ tification. 
ay in channel & access requirements, ex- son. {P. 11) New CBs. (P. 12) 


iting 
— 


es maa’ 500 systems altogether. Rate inquiry ~s over TO OFFER dealers 3-year extension on pic - 
empts oye tfact gathering.' Several technical -stand- ee ube warranties, private-label audio component 
, aed — espana: 5) ine. Speakers attack domestic manufacturers. (P. 12) 
on ’ ENT FORD MEETS with regulatory agency wiht ates daeck = cleared by Labor for Sylvania 
oe RESID rogress on cutting govt. red € workers. New probes opened for em- 
heads April 8 to survey prog ployes at RCA, Sylvania, Magnavox. (P. 13) 


tape. (P. 6) 


PAY CABLE ANIMATES NCTA CONVENTION: Silver Anniversary of NCTA, as it meets in 
Dallas this week, finds industry in upbeat mode again after several years of over-optimism and 
frustration. Pay cable is the prime stimulus, of course—accelerated by mushrooming earth 

8 © torminals—but several successes at Washington regulatory level have contributed strongly to 
a picture. These include FCC actions late last week—easing '77 rebuild, proposing some less 
stringent technical requirements, starting rate inquiry, fighting N. Y. state efforts to regulate 
pay cable (see p. 5). 


rol NCTA hq staff was tickled by advance registration and exhibitor participation. Convention, 
ke income was budgeted at $413, 000, and that was more than covered by "the strongest advance reg- 
- istration in years" plus payments for 40,000 sq. ft. by 130 exhibitors. 

ir | contingent of top non-industry names: FCC Comrs. Wiley & Hooks (Wash- 
_§ burn ; Cable Bureau Chie vid Kinley; Rep. Moss (D-Cal.); OTP's Thomas 

f _ Keller & Robert Ross; Jonathan Rose, Justice Dept.; Time Inc. Chmn. Andrew Heiskell; ex- 
SAG Pres, Dennis Weaver; Columbia Pictures Pres. Alan Hirschfield; Corinthian Bestg. — 
Chmn, Wrede Petersmeyer; ex-Tex. Gov. John Connally; MPAA Pres. Jack Valenti; Madison 


nda includes 
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Ny ) yor AID: impor aaeD) for some 450 workers at 
fess La Pens lants in Altoona & Emporium, 
eceivine | cers eligible for help, LD said 
pe employment at Emporium drop- 
Owe lowing 32% cutback in 1974, 
oni in 1975. At Altoona, 1975 
output down 25%. LD noted 
ae roceirise ob 
eur. lant. , e receiving tube 
way a are? Moye declined, they have sharply 
; um 
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f in gene arket share, LD said. 
an i d U. 5. ~ ans RCA & Stackpole Carbon 
®r i ed down by LD. Request on behalf 
tu were t 5 at RCA's Mountaintop, Pa. semi- 
Ns r dain rejected on grounds imports and 
& & ctor plant a. have declined. At Stackpole, LD 
et shar kers lost jobs producing volume 
placed We tiches at Johnsonburg, Pa. in June 
; iil oP to qualify for ek 7 gs sits 
i rs, too Lone sesponsible for layoffs at St. rys, 
posts worn gwitch parts plant. 
eh i 4 Cc 


y agency cover workers & 
New oh at avox + yarne al? stereo, 
Stic p, ; ial Products Div. 

Stic y ' gormet wor tributor & Spec 
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suit has been filed against 
oF vpemaeagy assets of partially owned 
alleging one by Mary Ward Gans, daughter of 
su aed Il, former owner of Ward Furni- 
fate James sd to DeSoto Inc. in 1968. Suit filed in 
ut in. pO cee court charges that Sears, 32% owner of 
- ae tracted to purchase furniture from De- 
| Desoto, ict prices, restrained DeSoto from 
eee Lath other customers, sold DeSoto assets 
a ing sai fair market value. Suit mentions Sid- 
eae who was vp of both Sears & Warwick and 
Pe ve peSoto and alleges that Warwick bought 
. ran cabinets below fair value. Suit seeks 
Pe; 3-million damages and triple punitive damages. 
Pr, similar to one filed by Warwick stockholder Joe 
- on charging Whirlpool & Sears milked com- 


ill . assets (Vol. 15:5 p11, 15:18 p11, 15:51 p11). 


at 


& acquisitions: Motorola agreed to sell 
ee sewer i line to Lansdale Tran- 
sistor for undisclosed cash sum, . .Workman Elec - 
stale tronics acquires International Rectifier's CPD line 
of transistors, rectifiers & capacitors, CPD parts 
+ | are for replacement & hobby markets. , . Continental 
 )) Testing Labs purchases Siemens' Scottsdale, Ariz. 
¢, ) microelectronics operation, forms subsidiary, Cus- 
a) tom Devices, to produce & market ICs... White Con- 
will solidated Industries bid to acquire consumer ap- 
‘pliance assets of Westinghouse Canada was again re- 
jected by Foreign Investment Review Agency, appar- 
ently clearing way for sale to Canadian appliance — 


when i 
bY : t 


+ Also availabl : 
Quincy, ni, Plant, shut “ets nag all 


later this year, 
appliance line in 


In 1974, it opened noners ftom U.S. suppliers, 
interest in U,g, 


Benerated by Quasar i 
Subsequently Panas — 
ance Div, hakaike me onic closed dnc en 
nt of market... . 
on Ritewewersince a omeéery Ward is cutting back 


sidered a leading contender, 


BSR's Accut 
in changer configuratio 


Jan. model introduct 
June," BSR Pres, 
facturers in N.Y. 
trol single -play unit, to be s 

. S$ Blauvelt, N.Y. 
plant April 1 for introduction in L.A. & N.Y. Accu- 
product, uses circuit 
boards assembled in Scotland, Japan-made direct - 
drive turntable & arm, Hong Kong-made handheld 
remote, U.S.-produced cartridge & other compon- 
ents. ADC is expected to have cheaper, non-re- 
mote Accutracs on market in 3rd quarter. Changer 
also due from ADC this year will allow user to pro- 
gram dise selections and order in which they're 
played for up to 6 different records. 


Novus was No, 1 in calculator unit sales (4.1 mil- 
lion) but Hewlett-Packard made most money in field 
($121 million) during 1975, according to Consumer 
Electronics magazine market survey. Total factory 
sales during year were 27,6 million units, valued at 
$552 million, bringing average unit sale price to $20, 
Following is unit & dollar breakdown by company (in 
millions) plus average unit price in parentheses: 
Novus, 4.1, $55 ($13.40); TI, 3.4, $90 ($26. 40); 
Unisonic, 3,3, $60 ($18.80); Casio, 2.6, $42 ($16.10); 
APF, 2.4, $29.9 ($12); Rockwell, 1.8, $28 ($15.50); 
Litronix, 1.2, $19 ($15, 80); Omron, 1.1, $11 ($10); 
H-P, 0.9, $121 ($134), 


Admiral first-quarter color TV sales were 25% 
aM 1975 period, while monochrome ny were up 
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Oe) atl 
Ogg} | APF 
On) e Consumer Electronics 

yy: TONIC 


f : 
8538 | RLIN IN, as Communi- 
ae | 4 00d ouT, VAN DEE 


he'll retire 

, hmn. announces ; ; 
| ommittee © from Communications 
f be d of year, 

00 hh, yas SU ss ae hearing gets boost. Moss 

| am fro? 


P. 1) 
‘ C hearing. ( 
: ¢ AP ay 3 FC 2 
oo) FP? wes M E, MARKETPLACE: 
tN 4 oe kageng and sell. Harris sees 
df ycTA jndustry ‘os Bradley hits CATA. In- 
ay , erges tibility. Bradl 
* _wileY cable ith eased restrictions, tries to keep 
| 3 os a. (P- 2) : 
" | f nl » Board emer oe tee, 
ae | NCTA ** * to equal employment. 
| | ee a affirmative action plan 
2 promise 
4 ah schonidt ag. (Ps 4) ee 
b| for minor! CILLARY,' must be given legislative 
F CABLE i NCTA govt. panel. Rose sees 
3 sanding, ee coin Justice concern. Copyright bill 
Fe ition as 
he we (P. 5) 


: ing i depend- 
ie ROWING PAINS: Growing inter 
* pay CABLE G oducers and cable—as former seek 
ence belt SS ieaiks fewer pictures, ae to 
ibers. (P. 
ap more re s and keep subscri 
aij channel 


CHNOLOGY: Comments 
"ARCHER pansy heals & distribution hardware, 


> Cleo caliber of engineers. (P. 7) 
fiber optics, 


} yAcDONALD 
ae ene 


E sales progr 
with revival of 'variation' Las? a mapped by RCA, 


ll facto 
Kramer heads retail 


leve Treasury has already cleared 
Sylvania welcomes probe. (P. 10) 
' 
SAFETY IS GOoD BUSINESS," RCA says in showing 
new high level Safety & Reliability Center. Top- 
Priority, highly visible safet 
into future market Share. (p, 10) 


Commission fears serious 
adio -operated toys. (P. 11) 
MAGNAVOX SALES of consumer electronics are up 
from last year; loss reduced. Wells-Gardner re- 
ports 50 sales drop, to introduce new chassis. (P. 12) 
MORE VIDEO GAMES coming on market, including 
hew units from Lloyd's & Allied Leisure. Magnavox 
plans Odyssey Ty commercial campaign. (P. 12) 
FIRST 1977 LINE. by Sharp, reflects heavy use of 
microcircuitry, little change in pricing. (P. 14) 


+ Way was clearest -Cal.) to as- 
EERLIN IN: Way was cleared for Rep. Van Deerlin (D-C 
cots Peete Communications Subcommittee last week, as Chmn. Macdonald 
chairman 


; i Subcom - 
os : tire from Congress at end of current session, resign as 
r announced he'll re 
Le (D-Mass.) 


gs m Mac- 
: r to Commerce Committee Chmn. Staggers (D-w. Va.), ! 
donald it ceseus of al Committee’s Democrats be convened as soon as possible to 
2 Subcommittee chmn., said he supports Van Deerlin. 
} name new 


« : i in cable. Investigations Subcom- 
e Most immediate effect of Macdonald's resignation will be inc 


; d 
| ) y that he'd consulted with Macdonald, woul 
| ; ~Cal. ounced early last week : o 
eens, Moss (D eee oversight” hearing "to the fullest extent. ..if necessary" to cover 

expand 


| ie : ion ‘for early consideration next year." 
| cable, seeking definitive report’ and draft legislation '‘for y 


fowever, following Macdonald announcement, Moss stressed his hearing would take place only 
wer, fol 


: idn' irst— is expected to hold own hearing 
municati ttee didn‘t act first—and latter now is 
if Communications Subcommi 


- before May 3. 


Sub 


= ’ : — 2 = 7 
SOT at ; 


ommittee's Ranking Majority ae iyi oS ot ag 
| 's hi seniority would preclude contest. Murph added ok 
cided” et Consumer Protection & Finance Subcommittee 


APR 
12 
12—TELEVISION DIGEST sew VIDEO GAMES: “Ada 2 mo. . | 
: Magnavox consumer elec- Leisure Corp. & Lloyd's—to lic; of fete A 
MAGNAVOX RESULTS: 7,1 million in 1975, up lively home video game market. ‘4,{™: 
tronics sales totaled PES. and loss was cut to $10.3 leader in coin-op game field along wit} Ae it 
from R148 Pee Stor with profit in ath quarter, take booth at June CES to introduce 9 " Atay ne 
panic Spes sreog at s says in annual report. $100 5-game & $70 3-game units, pp, ie 
parent North sa phage tn color market share (tennis, squash, hockey, soccer ‘ EVO i; 
Magnavox, it’s pop abionth py retained position as be played by 1, 2 or 4 players. featur 
last year, especial y | f stereo console market. for 2 built-in shooting games. Three 
holder of largest peri vt toward mass pre features hockey, tennis & soccer. Na & by 
Report ys epee players in U.S. were taken las Dir) Arnold Fisher said firm will ed ona Mt 
of Philips v : lish new distribution lines, make Chnte. S 


ty 


{ 

F ; iat 

rare ar, * chain buyers wit 
own 50% for ye store & other c yers. Allieq 

Welle -Gardner bgt Bs of W. T. Grant games at National Hotel-Restaurant os also 8h 

nearly 60% in last wempines te contract with Philco- effort to introduce game Concept into hy W in} ; 
as customer, end to setae prime causes, An- field, Fisher said game would be inst Fe Mote 
si pe gel tpn is looking into ete $ ently in hotel room and guest would ca] He 
nual report says cc : W-G plans SWitp 


TS: it turned on for specified pe, ( 
vein see re ag Cog Say ctheetk this year, Bian he zame would be aided to} period. Cha 
to introduce new 19" & 25" color c hceith awiee playing g © bill, 

? d expenses rc 
Last year, W-G trimme 


e of 1974 to 446, says as "Monte Verde" is name Lloyq' 
gz ’ 


S Will yc 


6 avera be sold through 2-step dj. USE fop 
ployment from 92 les volume by 30%. game to P distributio, 
lowered breakeven sa ; ; irect will carry . : 
sagen ted first-quarter earnings leaped 82% wel pon eae Fetal} be st0G i Hires |? Ode 
Oe re low” Level of same year-earlier CES. Other new games: Microelacte troduced : 
Dai napasien gained 9.6%, both setting records will show "Mike" multi-game unit at areyich Stem, Bf 
for period (see financial table). GE said consumer Show in N. Y, in May and at CEs. ral | 


products were significant contributors to improve- 
ment, noted component sales to other consumer- 2) “9 
goods producers were also up. Magnavox will launch TY ad campai 


markets late this month Promoting "Odyee 
rt says customers apparently oy é YSSey Inq 
ave wide hr opengl Somaostsien. are again eee eee cen lers 
i sas fention (Vol. 16-44 
to support current production. Company says “id : : D1) 
iteould i Sat profitability this year, notes last <u Nc arde aainia se ~ at ohn Helm say, 
year's results included special $1.4 million credit g ne tim 


€ this year 
resulting from Customs reduction of penalties for spokesman says it now has 6 applications for 


rici T ha. Thiy 
set, ng hasn't co 
¢ 
MAjgy| 4 


” 
. 


6M in 27 


approval, but serious CB interferenc 
ope a ‘i presi , ta ‘piiinalaiias (Vol, 16:14 p11) forced diversion of lab pers 1 
mitigated penalty of $1.8 million. from game testing, causing 2-week delay, Tae 
Corning cited pickup in TV bulb and other con- has been resumed. ing 
Ssumer-oriented business in reporting 5-fold jump in s 


first-quarter earnings on 7% sales gain, Another projection-TV system. 
has been introduced by Video-1 Inc.. 
Blind ad in Wall St. Journal seeks "senior devel- Ave., Miami (Leigh Rothschild & M 
opment EE ‘physicists & managerial-level personnel Scheduled to go on sale in South thi 
for all phases of color TV tube development (masks, modified Toshiba TV as picture so 
guns, processing, ete.) and the development of auto. tieated lens" capable of projecting 
mated equipment for producing the tubes" for 'a top diagonal screen. New sc reen, sa 
company in the color TV tube business," Jobs are is claimed to be more durable. 
in Chicago area. Zenith is only color tube maker price is $2,900; with 50" 
in Chicago area and although company had no com- without screen, $2,300, 


ment, it's obviously hi ring personnel for production 
of new tube, 


Magna- Vision, ’ 
ee 1401 Brickel] 
artin Escoffier), 
S Month, it uses 
urce, with "sophi 
image to T-ft, 
Same size as Advani 
With 7-ft. Screen, 7 
Ektalite screen, it's $2,500: 


Sony will produce 1, 000-2, 000 30” receivers & 


monitors a year depending on economic condit 
, ions 
Omega digital tuner els 1895 6) wt Be ie (Vol. 16:14 P10). Introduction in U.S, is tentatively 
cluded in some U, S. TV sets to be introduced this oe Aa i rebel bra se, nano Twain 7 


Spring, it's indicated by General Instrument's F, w resolution in giant tube has been improved by "imam 

4 7 “a Vy ‘im y 
Sickles Div. Device is described in detail in April 1 boanated sweep" of electron beams and reduction 
nics magazine, ; /2 size of smallest in conventiona 


mmable TV med to reme wei S. Power consumption of 3 


| outnumber telephones & car 

ach uses our Television Puc 
lon TV sets to compar 
®5, 300 million cars | 
© about 120 million 
nillion vehicles, 
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- 1976 SUMMARY- INDEX OF WEEK’ N VOL. 16. NO 
“nl Consum EWS : _ 17 
‘ er Electronics A 
5009 IN 1990: Cable will have only FCC M — 
ew oF UnF t Substantial growth to 194- new ference INTERFERENCE . ; 
sos egative ig ng unused allocations which fication “Sapee Which Eventually pellet cn = 
idight Pog, still Leer other services; 57 VHF drop- culators & tang products as electronic weitere 
390 sat signed reception & tuning will remain JA ape recorders, (Pp. 7) eee 
: | 
gold Pe idered VOY nth. COLOR EXPORTS { 
cons” (p. 1) month in March © U.S. set new high for 
iS ems CABLE APPEAL, but judges' shi », bush first quarter to 
pAY- : : upments soar 389%. Ay record. B&w 
prot! WEIGHS makes guessing outcome ‘hazard- cline, mainly b verage export prices de- 
ey nr preparatie™ "large measure of discretion’; 7 MPEANSE Of drop in value of yen, (P 7) 
isc“ asks —- ‘liberation’; FCC ex parte con- ee BRAND TV to make U.s debut | 
on “P. 2) need seceniper biggest TV independent - ae % 
Rs ignores ? MPAA-NCTA DEAL: Kastenmeier iTS Ty i bey te Deg pes Japan Sree 
grr TH te markup. Pai oe nsaiies was ee) dle 
e copyrig defer Sec. or modify agree- LOR SALES DOWNT in fi 
0 F2Mits own plan, called tem URN in first 2 weeks of April 
porary by manufacturers, who foresee 


4 jor i 
pf HIGH: Record first quarter shows major improvement in prime selling season. (P, 9) 
ales up 17%—as all operating groups FCC SEEKS BIDs to build high-performance TV, with 


i 15%, § ject AIM ombudsman con- emphasi ; 
£1 HF igcom® Ww kholders rejec 1s on beating UHF ‘taboos.’ Conflict -of-i = 
pe, a est clause excludes TV manufacturers. . 10) 
cept cs EXECUTIVES SHIFT ED as ae moi EXPLOSION continues, but warnings are 
yoc & headlines by signing $1 million-plus ashed that chip shortage & FCC difficulti 
f iculties could 
wallets £50 News. (P. 5) spell trouble. (P, 10) 


OF UHF IN 1990: Cable will have "only a slight negative im act" on g 

ra stations through 1990. There'll be substantial UHF growth through 1980, Scmeaae than 
gased 00 several variables, UHF stations should grow from 124 in 1974 to as many as 280 in ’ 
os Impact of VHF drop-ins—57 would be "viable'—would be 14-21% on UHF growth. Loss 
xj audience to new services (videodiscs, pay TV, etc.) will have “relatively small impact" on 
iar, even 30° loss of audience would reduce growth in stations by only 14%. 

These are among major conclusions of $220,000 Rand Corp. study for FCC, on which com- 

soners received first report last week. Full study is expected to be released this week by 


FCC's Office of Plans & Policy, whose Dir. Dale Hatfield emphasized (to commissioners) that 


‘it's “only one facet of a much broader research program designed to ascertain & evaluate 


methods of managing the spectrum more efficiently." Contract to Rand was let in June 1973. 


Rand finds that even if most optimistic projections for UHF growth are reached, ''substan- 
ial nmber” of UHF channels will remain unused and recommends that FCC consider reallocat- 
ing UHF space to other services, Hatfield told commissioners that Rand study will be "impor- 
fant and potentially controversial" in several proceedings—VHF drop-ins, UHF taboos—and 
should have impact on cable legislation, 
study's projections are based on analysis of 197 markets, using 1974 data and factoring in 
fariables, Using "base case'—only changes assumed are population & income growth and 


10 UHF set penetration—Rand says UHF stations will grow to 194 by 1990, "Cable TV appears 


t,..one way or the other. Under our most extreme aSsumptions about detrimen- 
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consumer Electronics’ 


A Section of Television Digest with Consume; = 


ectr 
ge We AUDIO + TAPE PRODUCTS + VIDEOPLAYERS Onics 


My ypruRtne g SAL * COMPONENTS . NEW PRODUCTS + FINANCE 
» | STATE 
nt ket), f a ee a 
, gales to 0 April 1975 % Ma a4 April 9 (14th week of 1976): 
Co at 187 
- week 8 
, 3-9 change April2 to date Ryit % 
re 187,269 200,311 “6.5 197,909 2. g59 04 e change 
oa 2 ae 104 : re ee, 2 
vy |p ftom Ty roe Bere aetey etek a aga 8A. 112-6 
gy |] COnochtoMe ->"" 4o7’367 612,660 -18.8 sie’ ore 17294365 1,156,804 46.7 
ea vil radio» ig |. 278,731 427,631 34.8 334” $62 Paige 6,450,864 432.8 
e, Po 59,955 100,823 -40.5 148 063 1° ya’ 4,332,467 422.5 
ey) |] homes ny eee 063 1,143,197 1.3 
Romie: Be eee ot wom fein vane cat 
th ici GS rae , wipe al 4OD,C1S 'S/200.875° 2 115 S07) ake 
uto phono. 35,008 73,017 -52.1 118, +53,9 


62,039 601, 492 745,612 


' ‘ 
Por Color TV 5-week moving average: 1976-114, 318; 1975-109, 726 (up 4.2%). 


uF FERENCE: In effort to st ‘bag 
s, vES ON INTER : © stem growing interferenc 
ae cc MO e oad new rulemaking aimed at formation of stiffer RF ca FCC is 


‘ Standards ar - 
rtification requirements to range of products currently exempt. Such re as 
electronic watches & tape recorders could eventually be added to list of products 
ing certification. 


: th recent pro osal to extend receiver-certification rules to CB (Vol. 16:14 p11 

along with Tfirst step of major FCC effort to deal with troublesome ie ee 
move aking proposes certification now for following RF devices: (1) Electronic games using 
rey (primarily aimed at coin-op video and non-TV electronic games, since home versions 
couple to standard receiver require type approval as Class I TV devices). (2) RF-switch- 
y supplies. (3) Wireless intercoms. (4) Restricted radiation devices using RF 
tou) nergy for communication. 


e. Technical standards covering products not subject to certification (including calculators, 
- - tches recorders) will be tightened under proposal, and FCC spokesman said if any is found 
Urnegs . generating "harmful interference" in future, it may require certification. Comments on 
Pieraaking are due June 23, replies July 7. 


JAPAN COLOR EXPORTS SET NEW RECORDS: U.S.-bound shipments of Japan's color ex- 

} sorters continued at strong pace in March, setting new monthly record for 7th consecutive month, 
et srding to Finance Ministry totals. Color shipments also hit these milestones: (1) Second 
F kichost monthly total ever. (2) New first-quarter record. (3) Ninth consecutive month of ship- 
| ments in excess of 100, 000. 


Q sports to U.S. jumped 165.3% to 263, 200, as color rose 107. 4% 
,600, b&w soared 389.4% to 99,650. In first quarter, Japanese SS 658, 100 sets, 
| Fup 232, 2%, including 406, 800 color (up 181.8%) & 251, 300 b&w (up 367.2%). 


Value of Japan' -qua r1ipments climbed 184. 5% for year-earlier to $88.8 

with color Ses ipa 168.1% to $73.7 million, b&w soaring 329.3% to $15.1 million. 
anlor set exported in period oy ew ee year-earlier 
r. After adjustments for exchange 
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FOR FCC SEAT. White House in- 1.5% bey enca  et 
od package deal with Houser ‘9 oy lore final Wee 
rey 5 say both now are ‘con- 
gear. (P. 1) 
py PEACE TALKS: Fergoson exd- 
settlement throag?. discus - 
ceotype hadn't forced “apg om tet - 
headlines possitis 
sews, efforts to Increase static: 
concerned aboot declining cor - . 
brings cheers witi, D 
pestiemtioms Cronkite A ARK SDE OP CB ener — 
= nalism. fP. 3) Wara of yaeawee: 2 got. w 6 ty, 
GESHIOM: Communications Scbeom - ae 5 
— do airs gripes, in closed a a 
Reser) bearing “absaclat el," befor MEW CS FIRMS eonnin y 
— though bill is Jet. Mitesticns ad 
7 PP. 5 


Soe. : RCA BACK On TRACE 
2 Glectronics Wakes 0S “Solid orofikt” i 
- record first qs artery pictuers 
STUDIES propssal to break CB ims 
each with own chamme!l allocation IMPORT ADJUSTMENT ass: <:- 
Bill Tarzian TY tamer caiikhe « - 
RCA & Skottie Blectremics ox shores 
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Ps an & Deco se: 
; F api Sante ora Repatlican & Democrats 
Fogarty to FCC, succeeding Glen Robinson (whose term exrt iesins: Sane Son Word: 
lly to Sen. Baker (R-Tenn.) after he and other senators penis cient 
bf Gey weren't given advance word on planned appointment Chicaes lawyer Thc mt 
dase a8 OTP dir. (Vol. 16:16 pi). = 


- 


aL Bee, BE TE tox Houser & Fogarty ¥ Will go op ) 23 packeee and confirmation of both—<r- 

remdenti2 Stic year—seems assured. “The White House finally got the message thx: 
- |= a § the only Democrat comfirmable for FCC this year,” according to Senste officia! 
r. 7 § support of Commerce Committee Chana. Magnasem (D- Wash. paetsta adeaieade 
7 a hb mittee Chmn. Pastore (D-R.1.). 


4 : a ied net dom “I dom't think the White House bas completely signed 
ae Yel ce rt I don't think it's quite that far along.” Por instance, & was 
taut been completed On OTP nomimation, we were told that “there are 


ae ee Fer locking OF? Ver.) bet it’s all over 


th 


consumer 


service for broadcasting, SOnBUMePp 


Sleotronios & allied fields 
SUMMARY-INDEX OF WEEK’s News VOL. 16, NO, 90 


; f 
~Onsumer Electronics 


v 


TIME: tn ‘unprecedented ZENITH CORNING maha 
’ for ’ 

Vg Le vo ae . whieh Saya conventional dedinn 1, i aja lad by 
ig ‘All in the Family aS ar. ese bulky, ROA ©xXpected ta d priee competitive, 
goats ‘declaration of ym in- Key Lo Zenith SUCCaBS 1 AO AINE, Viliee seen 

urt May 148, (p, 1) ; 


(RP, 1) 
‘APRIL TV aL UMp'. 
IONS HEARING eovera familiar lapse? Most Had indicate MY another market eol 
litical access, hk TV coverage, Minuing, Inventories up 6, 7%, dealt gs tually is con 
‘D richpation, cable, (P. ) 6% from year earlier, (\, i) Areh, bat dawn 
andl ANDED by Van Deerlin fol- 
t y Van rlin fo NEW | 
AD. Congressman May he's Philoo & Too ye ELaNOS hy NCA, Zenith, Sylvania, 
CABLE oeting jslation is needed, asserts FCC show expanai 


feature gets ; On ih color, mare full 
equipped to deal with the issues,’ (P, 4) trade An ig IR dae price changes, RCA io Fem 
AMD yg (0 ERS! REPORT: Ad hoe group gets 


Dylvania, 


mwgn, (Pp, 8 & 10) 
NEW FCC LABELING calls 
; : : U for coded marking : 
yas ' pot are ove’. (P ee In manufacturer & marketer Identific pga ol 
n BS 
ymative acho 


lo object, (p 0) Mion, lnduetry 
GINS in House Subcommit- rhe 
pvyRiGH MARKUP - House staff draft based on Pel cau fat) POC toasts, others in trouble. 
4 no vote pe Pine oadeaster-cable-producer pare 7?“ Ol660 models approved, (MP, 14) 
MPAA pact 


ie (P, p) ie dati ESTABLISHES worldwide Consumer Wlee 
A | OTA in report seeking Ponies Husiness Group with Konkel pres,, pulling 
qa cant PN nate Fophtattoated communt GE & components from GT International, 
hi syate . meconomically feasible in low-population TV ENERGY conservation target set by PWA at 50" 
td . ittee mulls legislation pro- 80% for color, 92'%-04% for bkew, Hearing set for 
Agriculture Comm ' g 
; ‘demonstration grants. (P, 5) May 28, (P, 11) 


(P, 11) 


ove FAMILY’ TO FV—JUDGE; In a move that parties to family viewing (FV) suit called “ab 
; ateedediected,' L.A, Dist, Judge Warren Ferguson oT lo defendant networks 
® | Pat 'CBS give serious consideration to moving 'All in the Family! back into the family viewing 
we dod and that ABC & NBC endorse that move," Judge's suggestion—along with 10-page “dee 
| igration of principles''—was sent to parties May 10, shortly after he abruptly suapended trial and 
old parties to reach settlement (Vol, 16:9 p2), 


None of defendants (FCC, NAB, 'T'V networks) would comment on-the-record on Ferguson's 
lor | surprise move, bul most agreed privately he had overstepped court's authority, “If the judge 
pi this the FCC violated the First Amendment |in Wiley's meetings with networks on FV, he 
oy id read his own proposal,'' we were told, Parties are due back in court May 186 and Florence 
ave deputy clerk to Ferguson, said that if no agreement has been reached with plaintiffs 
Writers Guild of America, West & Tandem Production), testimony be defendants’ witnesses 


vould be resumed, Kato also refused to comment on judge's proposal, 


ee 


ee ‘ hen 
guson said moving "Family" into F'V timeit wae shifted from 4 to 9 p.m, last fall w 
woncept became effective under TV Code—"should not only settle the antitrust portion of the Wi. 
t should provide concrete evidence that in the future the networks' commitment to the 
vyiole: Ce a | grat offensive material need not compromise the interests 
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TOUGH: Two video 

a w First Dimension model—were 
a last week, and spokesman in- 
by FCC + to be tested under Class I rules 
‘we're finding that many just 
There is a test pro- 


of FCC tests is keeping game signal 
to TV antenna and creating interfer- 
ouldn't comment specifically on de- 
ro? “FCC W es rejected (name of 2nd game is 
ent encies in & until firm can be notified), but problem 


Bory) f Hei, pithheld RF output of game at isolation 
21 lay been inven values of game output measured 
30) oH; ewitch = terminal and at TV antenna input are 
Se. at set ge difference should be 60 db or greater. 
Sing : some as low as 48 db, spokesman 
Pit a’ | Sye're gee can't approve that under Class I. 
11g, sid, 2 yet approved any game on first submis. 
or ie pce na aid, adding that initial filing fee is $1, 500, 
psitts tor subsequent filings. 
3, es are making it through tests. Latest 
Stme, eich received FCC clearance for 2 Tel- 


Hg Colec®> 70 leader, $80 step-up with AC 
mis, iar kgs snp Others on FCC test list: 
tontat adapters international ("Video Sports," 4 games, 380 
re) a3. subsidiary, Tokyo Phoenix), IEA 
’ cs, Canada, "Teletainment,"' 7 games, 
-, Canada) Microelectronics ("Ricochet,” 4 
0 mn "Radio Shack (2 models, 4 games, under 
,es, $100), 
gy Electronic Resources (Hong Kong), APF, 
$100), Video Master (through U.S. agent 


ey ‘ae Consumer Electronics), Telegames, Uni- 


hous 


‘ m Lloyd's, Enterprex & Phone- 
Sen cialtton to FCC, haven't reached 
ie. National Semiconductor says new color 
ee ne “Adversary” will be submitted in mid-June, 
Pat $99. Gran Prix says plans to enter market 
Wol. 16:2 pil) were dropped because of production 


ae problems. 
il —___3—_—— 
; talks oe led to poe s —. 
sent to acquire Whirlpool's 57 interest arwick's 
Pe dasos (Vol. 16:18 p8), according to Japan Eco- 
amie Journal, which says Sanyo's first proposal was 
ade technological assistance to. troubled War- 
vick. Both Warwick & Sanyo supply Sears with color 
TV. Sanyo's decision to buy Warwick stemmed from 

far that International Trade Commission's wide- 
anging probe into U.S. business practices of Jap- 
nese TV firms could lead to import controls, jeop- 
rdize Sanyo's plan to sell nearly million color sets 
ere this year, double 1975 volume, JEJ says. War- 
fick's dwindling TV fortunes are shown in 10-K filing 
ith SEC, reporting 1975 TV sales to Sears of $68 
fllion, vs. $142.1 million in 1974, $148.7 million 
1973, $135.8 million in 1972, $124.9 million in 
11. Filing confirms our report Warwick has lost 
ll color portable business, says it expects no sig- 

ficant production in 2nd half this year. 


- CBS Records adopts single inventory policy for 
ure Masterwork disc releases. CBS will issue re- 
rds either in stereo or SQ 4-channel, but not both. 
st year, EMI & Angel Records made similar move 


c ny 
gee 
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SYLVANIA WORLDWIDE: Sylvania last week confirmed 
our report of 2 weeks ago that it's establishing world- 
wide Consumer Electronics Business Group, uniting 
all CE & component activity, pulling foreign enter- 
prises out of GT&E International (GTEI) (Vol. 16:18 
pl4). Title of group pres. goes to George Konkol, 
formerly Entertainment Group sr. yp, who will hq in 
Stamford, Conn. Alfred Viebranz continues as Elec- 
tronic Components Group sr. vp, reporting to Konkol. 
Successor to Konkol in Entertainment Group hasn't 
yet been picked, but probably will be named from 
outside Sylvania. Hermann Moessner continues as 
managing dir. of European Consumer Electronics 
Group, reporting to Konkol. 


Former GTEI properties which go into new group 
include TV manufacturers Fleetwood of Canada & Saba 
of Germany. TV & audio products are also made in 
Latin America, Caribbean & Far East. Sylvania's 
Taiwan TV plant has been under Entertainment Prod- 
ucts Group since its purchase from Ford, was never 
part of GTEI. Picture tubes are made in Europe & 
Latin America. 


Sylvania hopes to realize advantages of closer 
contacts among its consumer electronics & component 
operations, including pooling of engineering, greater 
leverage in purchasing, general interchange of ideas. 
Not mentioned in release is fact that new arrangement 
eliminates layer of telephone-company bureaucracy 
from communication among manufacturing segments 
of company. 


Consumer electronics & components were weakest 
segments of Sylvania's $1.22 -billion domestic busi- 
ness and GTEI's $1. 04-billion business in 1975. In 
case such adversity continues, new setup would make 
it easy to spin off these operations—although Sylvania 
spokesman told us that certainly was not consideration 
in the change. 


FEA ENERGY GOAL: Federal Energy Administra- 
tion proposal that efficiency of TV be improved by as 
much as 94% by 1980 over 1972 had industry members 
shaking heads in disbelief over weekend. Proposal 

in May 14 Federal Register said goal is to improve 
efficiency of b&w 92%-94%, color 50%-80%. Industry 
had expected FEA would follow targets of 48% for b&w, 
42% for color, set by Bureau of Standards last year, 
before FEA was given authority. 


Goals for TV are highest of any in appliance list 
released by FEA. Maximum improvement sought for 
other key items: Refrigerators & freezers 40%, dish- 
washers 40%, dryers 20%, water heaters 35%, air 
conditioners 40%, ranges & ovens 50%, washers 50%. 
FEA says it expects TV industry can meet target 
through solid-state design and eliminating instant-on. 
FEA said it will hold hearing on TV May 28, set May 
18 deadline for appearance requests. 

——_ 

Sony received its 2nd Emmy-—this time for de- 
velopment of U-matic videocassette system. Sony's 
first, in 1973, was for Trinitron tube. 


ITA moves hq June 1 from Tucson to 10 W. 66th 
St., NY. 50008. UTTA's 7th Annual Audio-Video 


1 


ae 


~ Consumer 
ELECTronics 


Be fae te SF 


guthoritative service for broadcasting, consumer elect — et 
(1128 | — ronics & allied fields 
1209" i 
Ny, d 4, 1976 on 
wm 2 SUMMARY-INDEX OF WEEK’S NEWs VOL. 16, NO. 2) 
ye | 
say. Heproadcost Consumer Electronics 
(iggtat) swt FAILS, FV TRIAL concludes with broad~ RCA SELL 
| ‘my s eMENT Fe ‘plaintiffs seeking $300, 000 each, Brogtan 77 DIRECT to national chains under new 
06 32 | gters ae from networks, NAB. Judge says he believed to heidit'at see distributors. Company 
‘ity | igtus xpe rturn’ (P. 1) freight -equalizati me sete TY lines. Zenith 
ett tove a ie on policy studied by oth vs 
Wah . G—NO CONSENSUS: Repetition of LASER VIDEODISC sy« Seo dak si 
sig | GABLE © sews, as Van Deerlin begins long hearing. as play back d System which can record as well 
hd pinow E icie Eine,’ Taylor, Erlick, Land. Va a ste by Canadian engineer using 
: eek: ’ astic. ; ; 
| if ¥ "Lindow, Jones. (P. 2) low -cost optical disc iene ee firm claims 
1g, , ABLE' access for presidential "AUTO 
Nee Bw. rae Rn raceient-sctting’ RCA ea IC COLOR’ is new battleground, with GE 
we | se ation sells Church, Brown 30 min., or prices ap $10. $20 “ifferent versions. GE col- 
i 15: “ - : - pie : 
ia eee two 5-min. segments. (P. 4) set maker conventions. we rer eugene of 
885 yp | ti-co titi 
a os AS JD loses anti-competitive plea 4 MORE GAMES FAIL FCC tests, giving industry jit- 


r ownership. Action portends FCC action ters over falj marketi 

ne ov : . ng plans. Commissi is 
similar petitions. (P. 4) firms don't understand test procedure: See acer 
WRIGHT NEARS FINALE: NAB wins point on Says FCC doesn't understand industry. (P. 10) 
omic impact as Subcommittee completes Sec. 111 RCA ENTERING GAME ; 

; ; 3 ; . market thi is- 
rip. ay ieeniy ‘nee ped Zz het tributor Div. Heath to introduce kit. Universat Rov 
visions. Limi ii search & Fairchild outline new games. Magnavox 
ts. (P. 5) reveals licensing details. (P. 12) 
‘CKOUT COMPROMISE REACHED by deadlocked HOBBYISTS PROTEST plan to eliminate Class Cc 


se-Senate conferees. Staggers & Van Deerlin service from CB 
: ; band. FCC says applicati 
iogize to Pastore. NFL data show no adverse im- may be slowing. Wiley on Lacavtereee (P. 19). 


art on football in 1975. (P. 6) 

c WATCH-MARKET SHARES estimated by William D 
C-FTC PANELS ON TV drug ads produce sharp Witter Inc. show Hughes as No. 1 in Be 
sagreements. Most feel more research needed. module market for 1975, but National Semiconductor 
jrm says ‘jury still out.’ (P. 6) seen taking over first place in 1976. (P. 13) 


| AGREEMI FAILS, FV TESTIMONY ENDS: Despite prodding by federal judge—who had sug- 
Pgested his own solution (Vol. 16:20 p1)—plaintiffs (WGAW & Tandem Productions) & defendants 
| networks, NAB, FCC) failed to reach settlement May 18 in family viewing (FV) suit. Appear- 
| ances by 3 broadcasters next 2 days completed testimony. 
4 7 Any hopes for agreement fell apart when WGAW & Tandem demanded $300, 000 each, plus 
xpenses, 3 abolishment of TV Code. Judge Warren Ferguson told plaintiffs that, under any 

greement with broadcasters, suit against FCC must be dismissed even though Commission 
't participated in discussions among other defendants. Judge reportedly also said several 
5 ( talks in his chambers that he wasn't going to "overturn" FV. 


vith plaintiffs, broadcasters had hammered out tentative agreement —al - 
with all points. They were concerned particularly with section on infor- 
etween industry & commissioners, expressing fear it could stop "'the 

er aan ade eg ." There also were sections on future 
roups & public, licensee programming responsi- 


meeting 
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Mak ng 
in 
§ of 3 : —or of one game which won approval 
“hy FC ek —until firms have been notified formally. Previous week, games submitted by First 


1. 16:20 p11). Basi 
& s pring Ww & APF failed tests (Vo p ¢ problem, according to FCC spokesman 
totals i mension ¢aaP liers—and independent testing labs used by many of them—to understand dif- 
ics ve é gailure twee Commission rules governing products which must be certified & type-accepted 
8 oe e (guch as games) which must be type-approved. 
Or vr 2 P 
dy to acceptance & certification are essentially pa er-work procedures, with test data based 


ized tests submitted by company, while FCC labs generate own data on products re- 
approval. Details of type-approval testing procedure are contained in bulletin avail- 
nief Engineer. Tests are rigorous, spokesman said, involving measurements of 
cane switch isolation, output -terminal conducted interference, field strength & line 
e in variety of configurations. So far, he said, biggest problem has been radiation 

g from cable & chassis. "We're looking for the maximum reading in every con- 
tion. It's the toughest test of any the FCC conducts, and these companies don't realize 


: ae toughie it is." 


producer whose game flunked test, however, charged that tests have been made tougher due 
controversy over interference from CB, that FCC is cracking down on them for no 


Pang. to moun on contention disputed by FCC. Producer said his game passed all but one FCC test, 
"ape 4 all tests in independent lab, and charged that FCC makes no allowances for fact they are 

on passe prototypes which are subject to misadjustment in transit. Tests require lab equipment 
Odels .° esting ands of dollars, he said, are unrealistic for $50-$100 product aimed at mass mar- 


sting thous 


if thous 


wphe retesting cost isn't peanuts," he added, "but it's nothing compared with the hundreds 
ands of dollars tied up in parts, molds, letters of credit and everything else connected 


er Pe. Ff ththis. The FCC doesn't appear to understand that." 

Pe pespite grief at FCC level, other firms —including RCA & Heath—are preparing to enter 

rt of arket, and firms already in field are readying new models for CES. At same time, Magnavox 
ont Fined basic patent licensing agreement covering games (see p. 12). 

: to hanna < 


Japanese tantalum capacitors may be being 
ymped in U.S. , said Treasury in notice ordering 
§ Pvthholding of final appraisement on all future im- 
tk Burts, Notice means that all such imports after 
Fi ril 20, official notice date, will be subject to any 
Ml. Mumping duties which may be levied. Agency said 
}, Mpreliminary investigation, which was limited to ca- 


“ itors from Matsuo Electric & Nippon Electric Co., 


howed that some 26% of their sales to U.S. were at 
MBs than home market price. Treasury said pos- 
ible dumping margins ranging from less than 1% 
 § 140% were found. Average margin was 45%. 
Patsuo & NEC account for some 75% of such im- 

ris from Japan, Treasury indicated, Treasury 
so amended appraisement withholding notices on 
pssibly dumped AC adaptors from Japan to exclude 
its that are either built into or at least packaged 
ith finished products, provided no separate charge 
made for adaptor. 

FCC Chmn. Wiley and Safety & Special Radio 
rvices Chief Charles Higginbotham address CB 
ference at Consumer Electronics Show June 13, 
wer program highlights of June 13-16 event at 
icago's McCormick Place: Govt. & Consumer 
uairs Conference, Chris White, FTC; Audio Re- 
Her Conference sponsored by EIA, ERA, IHF & 
RDA on formation of national organization for 

H0 retailers; panel sessions on CB, TV & video 
ems, video games, calculators, watches. 


RCA Tube Div. told set makers last week it 
doesn't plan to use Corning Mark IV glass developed 
for new Zenith color tube, as forecast here last 
week (Vol. 16;20 p7). Sylvania made formal announce- 
ment last week, with public statement from RCA 
expected this week. While Sylvania said it was work- 
ing on tri-potential gun similar to Zenith's to reduce 
spot size in slot-mask tube, RCA indicated it may be 
able to achieve same effect with standard bi-potential 
gun. RCA also said it preferred 90° deflection but 
but will go to 100° (using standard glass) if cus- 
tomers prefer. Westinghouse spokesman told us 
company is still studying new glass but tends to 
agree with Sylvania position. GE TV Mktg. Mgr. 
Norman Schnell said that company is looking at tube 
but is concerned whether potential savings to GE 
would be same as those to Zenith. 


CB Radio Advisory Committee task coordinators 
appointed by FCC: Richard Horner, E.F. Johnson, 
local interference; Lawrence LeKashman, Lafayette 
Electronics, user rule compliance; Clark Turner, 
publisher, disseminating information; David Garner, 
importer, operator training; Lee Bergren, Midland 
Engineering Sales, technical standards; John Sodolski, 
EIA, electromagnetic compatibility; T.A, Andros, 
Hy-Gain, personal use communications needs; Rep. 
Paul Findley (R.-Il.), public safety uses; P. Randall 
Knowles, North Shore (Ill,) Emergency Assn., Part 
95 readability; Manny Hoffman, equipment theft. 
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f Con- 
RCA INTO GAMES: While it won't be through ¢ 
sumer Electronies Div. (CED), RCA is expected ae 
enter video game markel by year's end. in respon 
Products Div. said 
man for Distributor & Special co rt 


} eing ” considered," 
entry is being “sertously eel ra 


Universal Research will add 3 games to line at 
CES, including $300 Video Action sje cc el 
rage “f 

vides games, quizzes, ee a 


chip priced $100 & $125 at CEB. 
% wuit against Midway & parent Bally, 

charging inf oh Magnavox 

been settled with Midway taking license, Suit in- 

volved coin-op gaine; action against Atari & Bears 

involving home game remains alive. Magnavox 


decision by tail, Toy producer Coleco is lire to 
sign licensing agreement covering home game with 
Magnavon, and terms indicate stake Magnavox has 
in patert rights—especially i yame business turns 
loto multi-million-dellar industry many are pre- 


whewnan conirmed details and emphasized 
that terme may differ with other firme, 
a 


to comment from CED that it won't join field, apoket~ 


atid tional 
ne abe pedis Dyn will introduce Paddle ~- 
& Paddie-Bix, 4- & 6-game tnodels using GI 
game patents, has 


spokesinan #aid cage could get to court in @arly June, 


BCA 1s getting favorable results trom its Con- 
suiner Aeceptance Lab VA. 16:15 p10), Consumer 
es Dwen, Mgr. He Polack told dist - 
ries on , § TOA 


; Set 
TAD ab a 


Why e 
CB PLAN IRKS HOBBYISTS: 4, 7 
remote-control) model planes & », d rps 
flooding FCC with mail protess,, “4 
channel CRPANBION Proposal Calling 4..." 
of § Clase C remAe-contrs| , ee. " 
Though Class C frequencies , xine i 
apectrum, plan to drop ther, from 
has prompted “deluge of mati,” p,,., 
Div. Asat. Citet Michard Bye ress wp Whe 
foreed Commission to move enyn,, ine “an, 
back 2 weeks (now June 4 & 24) 4 reg) a 


Prantic [Ace of appli« Al brome May 4 
Mf, Everett says, After peak of 1) ty a.” 
number dipped to about $14, 000 \, »’ WK) 
“April is the firat month we havens Ao 
and my feeling if Vi Will now wetiie  .. 
600, 000-2 -memth rate.” Chnn, ys, 
Appropriations Bubcommitice jaw 
pects to receive 4.6 million apyiirgs,,.. 
rent fiscal year 4nd 6.4 milijon in non” 
566,000 4 month. Processing time ;,.. 
to less than 20 days, Wiley saia oan.” 
10-20 days “at minimum cout to, & 


Field offices across eomns rp, ia 
complaints” over OB interference 4, ae 
ucts, Wiley waid, adding tii) Ae) ¢ than, 
has jumped {rom 30,009-49, 006 Jove o«? " 
to current 100,000—"and we are not rec, 
complains.” As example, Wiley citea ,. 
phone company survey of Dallas tieja 4, 
showed that more than 2,000 calis won... —— 
after callers received bus ¥ Shynal be 
a FCC, Wiley said he expects imertey.,. 
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to continue due to growing wee of OF in pout 
a Y@as, arty al 
* 

A4 notes: Sharp appoints Isidore 1oty., 
Elgort for Consumer Blect pon)» [is aia i 
Cunningham & Waleh on $2-miliion aceon op 
retaink some Charpy VR, Wisner anche, y, “ " 


Industrial Div, CEW held acernun Met cons 
year... , Regency Appoints Clinto g, Frank (or % 
SCAUINGT % , radio Adephonc S& Weather rating fe 
coum, Willing about $1 million, was tormers » 
house,,, Patheom lawiches $4 1) 1) C4 sneioe tle 
Oo Yee ae 
Pace Ci gear under theme: °Y 55’ y0 yp bin wold 
by the ears”, -Rlectra tridyets ove; BZ eviil Siam tog 
Mearcal scanners which coms believes vv 4 i 
$170 million market... BOA will pron 


a 


CE in hobiyy magazines... Intel wil) vx P oye ie 
oress LED in Mieroma wat che. 
Japan Electronics Show, originally sic br 


mia-Gept,, has been moved to Oct. 22-21. Toes 
event is being combined with Japan Aus. Fur, ¢ 
last 5 years, JUS has increasingly becom. couse 
event, and it's believed later dates will ios aw 
- buying interest, . Taiwan will wii ee 
appliances exhibit wt Taipei bey. 11 1b - 


med a1 Pemeor's 2 Hola Why. 1 
ESA employer ented Y weer w 


ONG 0), W0-04, At. plant w' . 
me in early 1977. 
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. GE color line opens With 


& PRICES 59 ( 


thon Fe rigs a to $360, $370, $380; 17" 
13" are $420, step-up is $430. In 19 ; 
ts ha Rg: g to ® opens down $50 at $420, with 

toh is“ serie house table models w 
~My, Pay porta tepsi ian 4) are $490, up $20 from 
eal qo & 3450 el ome se consoles, 5-model 
res 5 $10 nerd is $670 (up $10), 6 step- 

te ib stand ; readouts $700, pair with wood 

% ajectron 90 from comparable 1976 

ha 90, down "is $540, four 25" con- 

Ye g72U; jor, 19 

ley VIR CO «In b&w, 12" opens at $105 

000, | " In $800. In ; 
i, My $780 & 9° steps at $110, $115 (2) & 
ser gl fall, 125. In 15", leader is un- 
e0 an RE g5 from eat $ 
he gh Oe > tery PO 0. with steps at $125, $130 
na m fall at $12 155, steps $160 
told «Aime aged £FO™ der continues at $155, step ’ 
k Pog nag: 19 Miter with stand. 
i day $175, odels, now used as low-end units 
Stes ee. xi-100 Sear (vol. 16:20 p10), are all 
S beg, tae Fe yp to Cor maximum flexibility, but prices 
© thy Mime jisted 10 PFO’ an year ago, some reflecting 


# 


, others special pro- 
ct oy ey of XL-100 starting 
ona ee can be sold at about $350, vir- 
as: LeadeT : recent past but down $40-$50 
I ‘unchanged 17" leader can retail for about $380 
pyear 260) 425); 19" starts at about $400, 

ar -in introduced after May, when 

ygtion is ot5490: 21° table continues at $570; 
ing price Wi ger can sell at $600-$630. Al- 

g cone ‘orTraks officially begin at $480 list, 

ed in April at $500 is still available in 
i rguantity ty and could sell in $460-$470 range. 
ome line has added "battery-ready"’ 
AC tg in addition to "battery-included” versions 
Dt cts at $60). Line starts with 9" AC port- 

mn) sie (not $100 as reported last week). Open- 
jeader can sell at about $120 (unchanged), 
ea rat around $165. 

eS line (Vol. 16:20 p10) was 

iden Be sina by ahae specials & out- 

5. The 13" series, missing from 

jg still available in 2 sets at $300, GT- 
330 (all down $20). Last year's 19" leader, 
ay special, is $379 (down $21), while new 
al 19" electronic-tuned remote is $550, 
¢ 5 GT-Matic II 25" consoles from last 
Sylvania compacts at $200, $250 & 
sles at $380-$630 are about $50 below 
, holdovers down comparably at $300- 
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etwork TV advertisers 
with $11.15 million, fol- 
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MARKET 5 . 
complete digital Shear paeres Worldwide Shipme 


hes totaled about 3. 


nts of 
8 to new stud 


,900), Armj » Fairchild 400, 000 
Uranus 280.909 moon? 000 ( 


140, 000 


ents were giy 

ategories, 

die ee i es is seen for 1976, 

leiicaa ee he a for cased watch plus module 
ns): Natio i 

Hughes $85 Beicchiia nal Semiconductor 4-5, 


nh market shar 


Pulsar 0.15-0, 155. i 
Swiss, 0.3.0.6 Japan & other Asian, 1.5 
Another estimate indicates Litronix & Pulsar 
enjoyed greatest dollar sales of finished digital 
watches last year, at $22 million each, followed by 
Armin at $17 million, Benrus $15 million, and Fair- 
child, National & Optel $11 million each. Average 
factory selling price ranged from about $40 for Na- 
tional to $183 for Pulsar. 


Witter also quotes Fairchild figures indicating 
worldwide digital watch market in units & average 
retail price: 800,000 (at $150 each) in 1974, 3.5 mil- 
lion ($100) in 1975, 15 million ($60) in 1976, 30 mil- 
lion ($45) in 1977, 50 million ($35) in 1978, 70 million 
($27) in 1979, 90 million ($25) in 1980. Copy of edited 
transcript with comments of 27 panelists, and other 
Statistics & forecasts, is available from Witter at 1 
Battery Park Plaza, N.Y. 10004 for $75, 

——— ——+3—_-—- = 

Tape topics: Sony will start marketing Elcaset 
decks & cassettes in Japan in June, advancing 
planned introduction of system by 3 months. Sys- 
tem uses cassettes about twice size of standard 
Philips cassettes, operates at double speed for bet- 
ter fidelity (Vol. 16:16 p10). Sony's first deck will 
be about $660, with $430 version due in July, both 
with Dolby circuitry. Remote control option will be 
$33. Cassettes, 60-min., will be $5 for low noise, 
$4.85 for high-energy rae ae & 
TEAC, other partners in Elcaset development, 
haver * announced marketing gerne will 
ablish itself as tape marketer at CES. 
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al MOMENT Seer aves experienced as much enthusiasm a 
Ad eenler Piianscn told TV affiliates convention in L.A, last week. 
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both groups concedec 
ving Affiliates’ Chmn. 


e want 


ADMIRAL 'S ROCKWELL ERA | 


4g@ color chase 
diwital tuning, 
color portable 


auneched with space - 
is at Space-are prices, 
do-it-yourself 
& bkw chassis 


MCA READY TO START 
ipation of optical pl 
plant equipped to ty 
more capacity coy 
pany says. (P, 9) 


GE AUDIO THRUST is in personal communications ' — 


CB, portable tape products, radio. Compact systems, 
car stereo dropped from line, now placed on "back 
burner.’ (P, 11) 

FCC APPROVES 2 more 
reject 2. Ne 
Industries, 


Line includes 
Optional remot e, new 


« (Pp. 8 & 11) 


Production of d 
ayer introduction. 

rn out million dises 
ld be added quickly if 


iscs in antic- 
Torrance, Cal. 
annually; 

heeded, com- 


video games, expects to 
W ames coming from RCA, Interstate 
TI's game plans stirs Speculation. (P. 11) 


of attending these annual affiliate 
5 is current now,’’ ABC Chmn. 
"The momentum is ours," 


sade ck Pierce. These comments accurately describe attitude of affiliates 
ded TV ra Dh “i longer are just talking about "parity" but about being No. 1 in all areas— 
notwo D 


layed a major role~with Overwhelming ma- 


filiates-only meeting 
ssing disapproval, It was prime topic at closed af 
M4, at sen Sen with network officials May 26 and . ralitanis in 20) eo aia, 

n 2 : cheduled time) next day, After latter meeting, this | 
sa i sin 3 ee Gy Neovork and its affiliates seek to achieve leadership in pene cece 
2 ‘ on of network news as a factor in that leadership has been discussed and will conti 
discussed between the network and its affiliates." 


ork officials stressed that they never sought commitment to longer news from affiliates, 
oth grou) 8 coming, " 
Thomas Goodgam 
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uctions for at least a year— 
its 3 major products, ac- 
ce 
ico caste der which GE distributed 
re and if company re-enters 


in Summer CES, but finds 
Pee ail return, said Mktg. Mer. 
‘a radio business is up 20% 
He 8% ar company has tripled its 
a over last, has doubled share 
ent market in 5 years. 


d business at $550 million 
4.7% from $380 million in 
>. in 1980. CB line, shown 
Po. eaqsists of mobile units at 
16:13 tet with "priority channel"), 
ye nand-held at $50, 100-mw hand- 
re jiveries in June. hc 
ld 2 ently featured in radio ine, 
Ee - Portables at $42 & $77. Six- 
‘ed of multi- 3, Electronic digital clock radio 
., le is di in line are 4 TV-sound radios & 
f 7 cass ette recorder. New "big- 
fos unit te are §-track "Blaster" at $43 
a P por ena! cassette at $60, with other tape 
j Mus: Macl 
ate 


$30-$90. 
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e count 
[ee ads zy 5 
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, ‘(see p. 8) includes four 19" 
Poa eee open (about $400), with 
L Pearry-over PO $430 & $470, latter with electronic 
Begs at $420, readout, prices down $30-$60. New 
a cee with new chassis start with open-list 
alo Laer up $20 from last year's leader) with 
jy" (about Pe 17" is open (about $380, down $20 from 
, Laken model). Planned for later introduc- 
of 17" at $400, 19" trio priced open, $450, 

mi). Erall, all floor consoles, start with non- 
vinix tube 23" at $650, 23" matrix in double-sided 
ie $690. In 25", line starts open (about $700), 
a models at $730, steps to 4 with electronic 
F eT sie. ger offerings, all 
) §2-channel touchbutton tuner, start with 19" 
fies at $660 (only non-remotable set in series), 
m0 & $740; three 25" consoles $1,060. Bé&w line, 
ly unchanged in price except for $30 boost 
starts with open-list 9" (about $90), open 
jout $100), 3 step-ups at $115, high end at 
farts open (about $160), steps to $180 & 
with stand; two 22" consoles are $280. 
——_ §e—__—_- 
nt agreements are in works to settle year- 
im complaints against GE & Panasonic 
15:39 p11). FTC spokesman told us 
aw judge has certified staff agree- 
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orms, testing, 
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$ unlikely game will 
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aps off top-secret 
g $19.95 digital 
Vol. 16:2 p7). 

National Semiconductor will join GI as chip sup- 
plier in July. TV & Games IC Mktg. Mgr. Steven 
Fields says samples of new 3-game chip will go out 
in week or two, that deliveries in quantity will begin 
at end of July. Firm will be producing at capacity 
by Sept., will introduce new game chip in Feb. 


—_-_8l—_- 

FTC has proposed warranty rule to permit war- 
rantors of consumer products with "full warranty” to 
deduct reasonable depreciation when fulfilling duty to 
make refunds under Warranty Act. Under proposed 
rule, warrantor divides period product has been used 
by estimated useful life and multiplies result by actual 
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g. SALES 


15-21 week change rae vedi 1975 % 

. 178,675 200,171 -10.7 168 994 3,994 ¢ to date change 
fairies: ‘ea.ste loe.zes 3n.5 08900 Lay Poe 
J olor inrome + ** 555, 538 433,003 +28.3 Pat ee 1, 638, 510 oe: 

a table _ 297,989 267,536 +11,4 203, 802 6,964, 325 Poe 855 +26.4 
e, PO... 82,936 74,874 +10.8 57’ og; 1, 643, 655 1 914 578 +15.0 
aye-only « AM.. 215,053 192,662 +11.6 146 991 5,320, 670 eases -14,2 
pu & FM-AN * * 957,549 e540 +55.6 293,317 4,707,259 sce 28.5 
eg, paono» 42,092 08, "28-0 33,403" gop’ 37 1,116,747 “98°5 
eee TV 6-week moving average: 1976-109, 195. 1975—106, 939 (up 2.1%). | 


games TOGET BIG CES PLAY: sisaling ST CeeUDY More exhibit space at Mecor. 
(see p- 10), Vi t CES mush, fae fea, Daeee DEW Zrowth area, with 

jok Place s scheduled to show a Jnusnrooming from 3 last Summer and less than 109 

ae at least 24. Many entering field won't be at CES; details on more than 50 

from 37 firms are included in our Directory of Video Games, included as special White 

with this issue. 


Own on those: Elec- 
| S at $695, 4 portable units at $495, 
t-in 19-in. b&w monitors); Fried Trading (Granada, 4 games, 2 players, GI chip, 

ai with buil $79); International Mdsg. Assoc. (Hanimex, 4 g 


ames, 2 players, no price): Ken- 
| coe (Ken-Tech, 3 games, 2 players, $100, Aug. delivery); Shark Electronics 
dale px 


; (Mecca, 
2 players, GI chip, $89-$99, summer delivery); Colt Div. , Directional Internation- 
md fF pgames, 4 
ives A cs. 
et pe 


¢ Tournament 2000 (Vol. 16:3 p9) has been added to list o 
Unisonic z ate in week, FCC also approved Atari C120 ( 


meee " pringing total number of approved games to 13 7 r 
a4 J listed ewenigl > si Games 1, Magnavox 2, Unisonic 1, Universal Research 2. Ken- 
re nape on ia Bi National Semiconductor have filed applications for type approval and are 
fw on test List. 


i 0 Pres. Thomas Connors told us 3 home versions of coin-op Challenge games will be 
‘ Gate or vately during 3rd quarter, marketed in 4th, They'll be eeceeile type at 

; } der $1 . Sys Japanese OEM calculator producer, is scheduling June-Nov. production 

| Te ets G-mandal game line for OEM export to U.S. at approximately $30 FOB. 


f approved games, as in- 
only approved game not 
—Atari 3, First Dimension A 


| ; in April, setting new 

" COL RECORD: Color import surge continued in ‘ ie: 
bo EIMPORTS month a i 000 for 11th straight month, passing old record of 10 peecuve 
£00,000 ‘months set in Feb.-Nov, 1973. B&w imports also posted impressive gain, Commerce 
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16. Advent itself makes screens, 
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VTR. Marketing will begin y es 
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Wireless remote 


é n dea Control, dir 
TV electro ics dealers, with national doe coals after CES thr irect 
l - 


there 4 re 


rs; ojectors, 


assety.in.-Bcree” pe 
oe 


Place, . 
er exhibition of projection set, we ce. Bright mere 
Anaheim, Cal. (for details 


ent Corp. ’ 


_ (LD) approved import 
re )s abor Mor former RCA receiving 
pr yent assis ed down request by Sylvania 
f sorkers oe mployes; opened 3 new cases. 
‘x ee ia went to former workers of 

@ for operations in Cherry Hill & 
as Plaines, Mll., Atlanta & L.A. 
oe 'g tube output was cut 11% 
34% in first quarter this year, 
ai’) april when RCA ended production, 
onalt Oe ency found imported tubes ac- 
% of U.S. consumption last year, 
6% in 1974. 


workers was rejected on grounds 
—not import competition—was 
~ s in employment at Seneca 
h of last 2 years. LD 
iis pie all to OEMs, fell 
4 plan 39 while production 
9,1 Cae rts held only 
saline’ 43. ‘ 
of market 15 ¥ 
os sales . 


as ‘ae nee eligibility probes cover workers 
Naw 86° 0 Beit na. N.Y. (hi-fi equipment); 
fisher Rach in, Ky. (radios, phonos & components); 
Arvi production Galeton, Pa. (receiving tubes). 
1 al UL _————_——- 


Fa conglome rate Stelux Mfg. got base in 
Feng On vt through acquisition of Gulf & 
a6; one 8% interest in Bulova. Stelux is sup- 
Ee dectrank watches & cases to ere 
‘ex Calculator i ch makes Corvus calc rs 
a De sepises) last year from Mostek, from 
Mer echages most of its calculator & watch 
Sapanta, ‘Deal signals Bulova's entry into low- 
sal watch business. Stelux Managing Dir. 
saz & Mostek Chmn, L.J. Sevin join Bulova 
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Stributi 


ough 
on by mid-1977, "Pt" Stores 


feels their 

eter projection 

€h 1s building only hand 

ae % Only handful 
Seriously limited by cabinet availability. 
OY exhibition at CES~—~but at least one 

ury-vapor lamps 

ld by George Simpson, pres, 

preview, see p, 10). 


were to 
and CES 


“limited” manufacture & dis- 


n of its home VTR in Ja 
n an. 
» Which was m fi 


ote sell at Matsu- 
Saka-Kyoto area 5 
pete ro month in other districts, Deck sey 
er we red at 5,000 monthly rate by Matsushita 

oto Electronics in Shikoku. It's designed to 
compete with Sony's Betamax deck (it's incom- 
patible), which lists in Japan at $1,000. Matushita’s 
100-min. cassette will Sell in Japan for $25, one-hour 
at $16.65 vs. Sony's $15 for 60-min. Betamax cas- 
sette. Meanwhile, Toei Video announced it will sell 


recorded Betamax software in Ja i i 
: pan, starting with 
30-min. "'Tokyo Olympic Highlights" at about $59. 


Magnavox was winner in suit against it by 2 for- 
mer executives in DeKalb County, Ind. court (Vol. 
14:21 pll et seq.). Plaintiffs Keith Nieman & Gerald 
Martin sued Magnavox ex-Pres. Robert Platt & Con- 
sumer Electronics Pres, Alfred di Scipio for $2 mil- 
lion damages charging they were fired in 1974 for 
calling attention to "misconduct. Judge Harold 
Stump, in summary judgment favoring Magnavox, 
indicated defendants hadn't made case, on basis that 
company was free to discharge employes. It was 
indicated that Nieman & Martin would appeal, and in 
addition, file slander suits against at least some of 
defendants. Nieman is currently mktg. vp of Sam- 
sonite Luggage Div.; Martin, formerly pres. of Utah 
American, joined Samsonite Luggage last week as 
dir. of new business ventures. 


National Semiconductor may enter CB field, de- 
cision to come after test-market program beginning 
in summer, Mobile 23-channel CB will have retail 
price of about $150, carry National name. Spokes- 
man said CBs will be assembled in Japan from Nation 
al components and will be shown at CES. ‘We're 
ational belongs in the communica- 
Meanwhile, ae: ea 
or 
lee 16:18 
to 


it is supplying GM' 


factory installation 
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ig & C. ee 2 CB SERVICE, with 45 channel in 27 
nal. 2, Opening of channels in 50-450-MH» 

Boots OF “5 FITS: Only NBC shows Posed by EIA aay 

eDuty +1975 : 


te Communications Div. EIA “EG. ac. 
. 3.5 million. ABC down AMST & NAB file views on eliminathe CEG ABC, 
ey vont q6% to $7 "CBS drops 3.63% to $106 toTV. (P, 7 
: ; , k. (P. 1) 
» ag iti, $29 miso broken out by networ MAGNAVOX TY-GaME 
Caley } #0. Rev’ hd 


Ne interference 


combination, an industry 
4 NCE? J: aiee> Teeeinoge os <4 unveiled at CES. Texas Instruments 
4 ce rozrams, 8% shunning hnounces $4 chip which makes $30 b&w Ty 
gURT 4ing yiolent P pring violence levels poBmibis. (P. §) 
avo! 


game 
Ss . 
for ABC & NBC. Wiley SYLVANIA'S ANS 

2 verging slot-mas 
gun, convention 


WER to Zenith tube—25" self-con- 
k with 100° deflection, tri-potential 


PULLS PLUG on CATV, after ATC al glass—due in late 1977, (p. 9 


pone co. pay increase. Service resumed 
to 


shows Sony moving 
to 4th place from 7th in color, 2nd biggest increase 
coott . by RCA, Biggest monochrome gainers are Panasonic, 
p, 2 meetings expected in Admiral & Zenith. (P, 9) 
5 eave’ NAB in controversy over effective- 
eek, In 


io vice chmn. sole MAY SEES SURGE in color sales to dealers at annual 
gfon this Wee staff. Radio vi rate of 8.1 million, 3rd best May in history, 7.3% 
we oc e)) ii ahead of 1975. B&w sales down 9%. (P. 10) 
ect because radio s 
TES eel on strip mining, FCC QUASAR-—NEW SETS, NEW PLANS: 
pr 


Hopes for pro- 
fitability by end of 3 years of Matsush 


ita ownership, 
BACK: Will fight pro- Large screen color overhauled. (Pp. 11 & 13) 
right amendment. Board pe a TV GAME APPROVAL drive by FCC results in two 
st thse renewals, franchise raiding, more clearances in time for CES; many fail. GI 
BS, reneineerig issues. (P. 5) predicts 5 million games market this year, 10 mil- 
gjficatton, lion in 1977. (P, 12) 
ssyner Electronics 


TED MOVES TO JAPAN, General announcing plans 
to produce videodise player at $500 retail. Dises 
nduction 


$3.30 each. Magnavox gives latter 1977’ target for 
: regional player sales. (P. 13) 
Cs eck ans. (P. 7) 
{ill mulling pl 


j ita, due 
rced from Matsushita, 
aps vo ter $1, 000 late this year. Pana- 
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; : d march in annual profits 
TV SHOWS OFIT INCREASE; After steady upwar 
1 LY NBC-TV . C “a . black for first time in decade—only NBC of the 3 Gite ma. 
a oS ohiealera in 1975 over 1974, Trend for this year, gra is eerie ina 
‘a sreased proll r 1976 profits. CBS, or example, 
nere edict record p <7 ; . 
ted, and . Be ation koe, estimates figure will be over $80 million, we're told, (Fig 


8. 
scover TV network operations only, don't include performance of network-owned TV stations.) 


' tworks did in 1975 (prof- 
by Television Digest, here's how ne 

ace = iieos Gass, seven after payment per tyes" a r= eon Agee 
> ale —profits took huge 40, 8% drop to $29 million, fre ileroane 
Bee ocala ase ess aks ae. ike Bs 
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should be no interleaving or e 


. Pao ’ e XClusj ; 
cant & forward-looking activity." (3) Ther soe average $200-$300 SSB tran Sive gg 


because 25-Hz stability is beyond state-of-ar 


Scej Che | 
first filing date should be 6 month Civer | ih ip t 


ications . 4 
handle ood ope accents Aptana’ be forced foray seal mantra 
top orent thes problem pipet controlled * pike on channe] expan, hag. uae 
devices for current 23-channel CBs should be Pp . aa *. os 
CB-TV interference came from seve | ; ine uding ¢ me 
Comments on CB-TV “1 ——"hds 60-dB harmonic suppreste nd harmo’ © Ce. : 
EIA, ABC & NAB. CRS recom sion from typical base station antennas, c &h oop joe 


res 2 he ; 
pine 20eiie 2s oe harm oriy dB value. CRS also recommended use of externa e Said «oh 
would meet FCC's propo said additional attenuation resulting from ec ‘one 


d th)! ; 
Was ‘8 | gyb 


88 f; th’ 
a installation, " : See 
in Date aceon reread antenna to horizontal TV antennas) “can provide a system radiated 2a 
0 dB." th, as 
suppression in excess of 12 : bp 
« ttenuation of harmonics from CB transmitters is hecessary ty, pt), 
"Sjonificantly more 2 : h onics at antenna terminals be at ¥ than th. 6 
CEG said, recommending that harm i ; Ut least 114) .% | OF 
proposed,’ CE ae load. Proposed 70 dB suppression "has little prospect of gi...“ {B),) spi 
pen edie: on agit of interference or of limiting the interference oss to the vicinity of et spo 
bonkers oe addition, CEG recommended that Lingard (eae ion between finer the ig C 
print: 9 i t exceed 400 kHz to control CB interference wi tan ting, noted thats 
ode {e needed of interference with other types Dern oe Malan Eeceivers. Nore Fee 
: der of 85 dB—not 70 recommended nor 
| hat suppression should be on OF es ed by Feo. 
ABC oa particularly bad on channels Dy and that 12 ABC affiliates using 2 es tha } tio) 
soot 10% of all U.S. households. Network said it’s especially concerned’ over eXisting ten 
ts fearful of new interference if FCC channel-expansion 15 not carefully implem Dhited Dro, 
? : 4 
i ‘oatastrophic"’ by NAB, which sai ; tec 
ence was described as bordering on © = ; Said it 
Soe eer por eee oe ae anne commit et FCC inal 
move on channel expansion until new Personal Use at ears completes chad 
on interference, enforcement of CB rules. AMST said sho € shifted to 900 my, “F 10 
while E.F. Johnson filed in support of CRS. | i 
Interference isn't onl roblem facing industry as CES gets underway. Supply is clearly é 


demand and major producers say over-inventory could see prices at low end of | 
liners Leading distributors are already cutting back on number of lines Carried, “i a 
NARDA Exec. Vp Jules Steinberg says for first time since CB boom exploded, trade BTOUD hag 
received single request from member asking help in locating CB merchandise in past month i 
He said NARDA would hold off on reorders of X-tal CBs it has been offering to dealers throw 
Traffic Builders Div. "until we see if this trend we detect is in fact true." 


CB import statistics indicate volume of CB merchandise flooding into country, April jp. | 
rt of 1. 54 million transceivers shot an incredible 437% above the April 1975 total, bringing 


I 4 month total to just under 5.3 million, up 301. 4%. Growth was led by auto CB units, 936, 4) 
|) tm month, just over 3 million for Jan.-April, both up 10-fold from 1979, 


He Pa NOTE: FCC Chmn. Richard Wiley plans major speech on CB at CES in Chicago this week, 
ia | . Commission has minor fued going with White House and OTP over what Wiley and others consi 
| Tye interference with agency's jurisdiction over CB (Vol. 16:23 p12). 


my ie | e MAGNAVOX, TI VIDEO GAME PLANS: In major developments at high & low ends of frantic 
Ht ee video-game market: (1) Magnavox unveils 19" color set with built-in Odyssey on opening day 
of CES, (2) Texas Instruments reveals plans to market $4 game chip it says will make pos- 
. | sible under-$30 game. 


Sept., priced about $500, contain 
in May. (Prices on new Odyssey games 
SS ae ae . : 
0.) Controls for games are contained in 


ge 1 | | : 1 ele es SMe T said 19" set used with 


eae ee eS 


ed to any channel simply by pust- 
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qv /odyssey , 
j «¢ TL chip is b&w, plays ¢ games, has 3-segment paddles, 3-speed ball, doesn't have 
pas Screen scoring. Firm demonstrated game at Chicago Spring Conference, will 
: customers with chip in 4th quarter, says such options as scoring will be available in 
ample entary chips. Chip makes under-$30 game feasible because it requires very little 
supple? ircuitry- Magnavox is showing new TV-game unit at CES, but FCC lowered boom on 
gio + of other game firms hoping to display approved products at Show (see p. 12). 


button on front panel. 


| SHOWS ANSWER TO ZENITH TUBE: Sylvania lost no time in putting together what 
i] gyLVANIA * the good parts of Zenith's "Able" tube and leaving out what it believes are the bad. 
it thin! 


are tri-potential gun, 100° deflection, narrow (29-mm) neck, in-line , slot 
} Good Pee averging hybrid yoke. Bad part, as reflected in Sylvania statements (Vol. 16:20 
, mask Mark IV glass developed by Corning & Zenith for Zenith's automated production facili- 
oe pt? Early prototype of new Sylvania tube, shown in 25" size at last week's IEEE Chicago 
” Conference on Consumer Electronics, is claimed to have improved center focus, with 
em 30% smaller than comparable delta tube, outside focus about same as delta. Glass 


monventional design, except for 100° deflection. 

s ; : 

as demonstrated in Sy'vanis Sule, alongside conventional 25" delta type, center focus in- 
as much improved. Sylvania spokesmen Said new tube was part of "family of S we 

to develop." Also demonstrated was improved-focus 19"' slot-mask tube with 90 deflec- 
high-voltage bi-potential gun, narrow-neck self-converging design. Both new tubes are 
entatively scheduled to be available in late 1977. 


Hh while Sylvania hopes to compete with Zenith, using conventional glass, it was obvious from 
ines technical papers at conference that Zenith believes unique mechanical configuration of new tube 
Ould is really name of game, much more than are greater deflection angle and high-resolution gun. 

, 


” Showsd Two other 25" in-line tubes were shown at conference: (1) Hitachi 110° slot-mask, nar- 
Stiie] cock, bi-potential If-converging, hybrid yoke, whi ; 

He, row neck, bi-potenti gun, se converging, ybrid yoke, which can operate on voltages as low 
as 25 KV. Hitachi said it plans to introduce family of 110° tubes & components with power con- 
| sumption competitive with 90° tubes. (2) GE showed pictures of 25" in-line delta-mask wide- 
tly | neck 90° tube (Vol. 16:13 p13), offering it to OEMs. 


C3 Sylvania also displayed experimental picture tube with internal resistive coating to limit 
‘a arcing, Demonstrations indicated arc was reduced from 200 to 15 amps, which would sharply 


cut or eliminate damage to components from tube arcing. No production plans were given. 


SONY, RCA LEAD COLOR MARKET-SHARE GAINS: Our annual Share-of-Market Survey of TV 
manufacturers shows few major surprises, but some shifts in rankings of middle-echelon firms— 
Sony jumping from 7th to 4th in color and Quasar dropping from 5th to 7th place in monochrome. 


Survey is based on balloting by domestic & foreign-owned TV manufacturers, who are asked 
to estimate all major competitors’ U.S. market shares for model year just closing. We tally 
medians and put together share-of-market consensus. Neither rankings nor shares can be taken 
as gospel—they’re merely collection of informed guesstimates by industry's market researchers. 
Shares & rank are based on brand-name sales, not total production or sales—so companies with 
private-label business come out with lower numbers than they would on total-sales basis. 


In color tally, Sony showed biggest increase in market share—1.2 percentage points, to 
leapfrog Magnavox, GE & Quasar a 4th place with 7% of market. Next biggest increase was 
by RCA, which went up one percentage point while Zenith dropped by one, narrowing gap betwe 
No. 1 & No. 2 to 3 points—23% to 20%. Less significant increase was half-point rise by Admir; 
to 3.5%, while Quasar & GE dropped by 0.9 & 0,7 of a percentage point and Philco lost hal 
point. If all 3 Matsushita brands in U.S.—Quasar, Panasonic, JVC—were lumped toge 
they'd rank 4th, between Sears & Sony, with about 8°> of market. Sylvania plus Phileo 
have about 6%, between Magnavox & GE. _— 


In monochrome rs for 1976 model year were Panasonic (up 1.8 
(up 1.7), Ze up 1), R .8). With Quasar losing 2.1 points, Par 
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Trade Personals 


James Proud advanced at Sylvania to audio prod- 
ucts national sales mgr., succeeding Jerry Henricks, 
who shifts to Hitachi as national hi-fi sales mgr. , 
new post; H, Andrew Fay replaces Proud as Sylvania 
mktg. manpower development & sales training mgr... 
Morris Wilson, former D.C. zone dealer sales plan- 
ning mgr., advanced at GE Major Appliance Group 
to TV mdsg. mgr., succeeding Dale Sutton, now 
Hotpoint N. Y. retail sales mgr.. .Allaire Karzon, 
ex-Aladdin Industries, appointed RCA staff vp & 
counsel...Mike Staup, former strategic planning 

mgr., now Magnavox videodise product mgr. 


Michael Shea joins Atari as consumer products 
mktg. dir...Bernard Marren resigns as American 
Microsystems pres. & chief exec., duties assumed 
on interim basis by Valentine Peterson, a company 
| founder & a dir... Samuel Borofsky, ex-Litronix 
eastern sales mgr., joins Unitrex as special mkts. 
dir.; Edward Prokop, ex-Texas Instruments, named 
| national sales mgr. for National Accounts Div., both 
new posts. i 


Steve Gillespie advanced a jami 
from West Coast mgr, to aiielit aloes eetiee 
post...Sanford Berlin retires as Harmon Industries 
a vp Aug. 31, continuing as consultant... 
ce pone Condike, ex-British Industries, named 
Mec tne it agi mgr., Robins Industries Consumer 
: = .Ed Carrier, ex-Magnavox, joins 
be ar Products as eastern sales mgr.; Tom 
cLoughlin advanced to western mgr. ; 


C, P. Wong, managing di Hong K based 
Stelux, appointed chief exec. pha siesta | 
eee abn 8-owned affiliate Bulova, succeeding 

rry : 1, who continues as chmn.; R. Mark 
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Financial Reports of TV-Electronics ¢, 
m 


These are latest reports as obtained dy 
indicates information not available at press Ais 
in dollars. Parentheses denote loss ras 


A 0 
Mounts £2 re Lh) 
4 


Past wee 


Company & Period 


Communications Properties 


1976-6 mo. to April 30, 10,838,565 


1975-6 mo. to April 30° 8,34 
1976-qtr. to April 30, 5 558.995 
1975-qtr. to April 30 4,241.66) 
Electro Audio Dynamics 
1976-9 mo. to May | 39,785 b 

» »900 
1975-9 mo. to May ] 33,723,000" 520,009 
Major Electronics 2,009 
1976-year to March 31 25,160,000 
1975-year to March 31 11,518,000 523,09 e| 
Pemcor (870 009) | : 
1976-year to March 31 92,336,079 . 
1975-year to March 31 907873 3650 | 814,972 | 
Teletronics International 696.9138 | 
1976-9 mo. to March 31 6,73 
1975-9 mo. to March 31 Baye one 38) ,09 
1976-qtr. to March 31 2513000 446. O04 
1975-qtr. to March 31 2.244 000 117009 

= ern 136 09 

: 000 


a 
Notes: “Restated. bFrom continui — Je 
special credit. 4Fully diluted. Operations. “Includes 


a 


resigned; George Sheinbe 
treas. to exec. vp, 25 05 che from yp. 
Weisel appointed watch product mkt a. «Fp 
Solid State Products Div.; Victor Gil dir. , Hughes 
Radio, appointed Microelectronic Prod €X~Colling 
communication products mgr., repla {ucts Diy, 
Robert DePalma named Rockwell Avance Weise], 
vp; Controller Charles Ryker appoint hes anal ysig 
liam Neely advanced from gen. asst . YP; Wil- 
succeeding DePalma. .. James Ambros Teas. to trea 
named International Importers Capautecs ex-Gx, 
mgr.; Dean Cochran appointed CB inkie, or 
. rT, 


John Douglas advanced 

ae succeeding Leslie wipes, Sa ts 
sacle upped from vp-controller tos ered 
inance, replacing Douglas... Rand Ar a 
group exec. responsible for ccrinion = 
_ bag & aerospace operations, hea 
“hone Sg exec. vp, and along with Exec, VoL 
re a % hart to office of pres. for opetatioag 
mae : ente, ITT Europe pres., promoted fre 
pi vp to exec, vp; Vp John Pfann moves up 
eputy treas. to treas., replacing Hamilton rigs 


Lee Barton, Buckbee-Mears 
ae Me new In-Line Products Dive tohakee cok 
pies ructu ring of Industrial Group; H. Douglas : 
—r deste Micro Products Div. gen. mgr 
=. : ce Scalise, ex-CTS, named Wabash om 
ae ormer Div. sales mgr...Charles Steinberg 
— Audio-Video Systems Div. vp-gen. mgr 
5 responsibility for data products... Jane Alo- 
baie Loni at ABC Records from west coast 
city mgr. to national press & PR dir. 
———-——- 


RCA won $3, 5-million contract to build 
personnel for C/MOS wafer plant from Taiwan's 
. Technology & Research Institute. 
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F by subsidiary Se P 
a. ae home electronce," sane tone games, othe 

| cos : Fact-finding TV firm. (p. orth es NeW projection - 
Ne | | yond gs' TO psigiarie hy NAB board, 9) CES Projection highlights. (p. 14) 
913¢ | ly THY dations accep gh. ‘Activists’ BUSINESS LIKE C 

49) ecommen e to follow through. WAR exhibie ES sets records for attendance & 

up's r ¢ task tes d to Exec. Committee. iDitors but not for excitement 

a at mi ir jones ee rallies (P. 1) good. Audio rey 


- Sales atmosphere 
a ton irnes Olt dampened. (Pp, 19) 
009 y phot? 8 FCC fa 


ON FV: Plaintiffs 

00 | ote covT: pada ta Watied diegal, un FCC EYES VIDEO GAMEs for interference, talks of 
eludes | ppsoAl TV Code prov ected illegally, created ee attachments to antenna terminals. Industry 

at want charge FCC o 2) ‘uoyant over 1976. (P. 10) New games star at CES, 
Rtas sorceslel of urgency: (P. aes | highlighted by Fairchild cartridge system, (P, 13) 

gpher continue to attract atten- 
NS igh mOSP TH pee stadt terms tests ‘wildly it MIXED REVIEWs AT CES: Govt. gets tough on 
a | cablemen. OTe: al. (P. 3) ype acceptance, says it will Teveal new channels in 
TUghes jon fr + FCC skeptical. : July. Industry suffering from too many shows. (P. 11) 
atte ot ; STOP public outcry over vio- 
i, yor ENOUGH pA seminar. Wiley sees Fine GR RUECTS UL request for 150-day delay in dead. 
ise] fv Humphrey tells t. wholesome’ programming. line for TV safety standard. (P. 12) 
alysig wl thirst for oe try to ‘self destruct.' (P. 4) 
e 


n Y major manufacturers re- 
to ? cpaseman says RE NEWS: NBC claims affiliates stricted to 2 weeks this » £2) 

a pgBATE Lae networks in sales & profits. NEW REGROUPING BY GTE drops Sylvania name 
tg f 


: gave fa jsion made on expanded news. (P. 4) from worldwide electronics & lighting businesses. 
ri ops denies dec TO RENEWALS: Van Deerlin sets Kremer in major new post. Lann heads domestic 
| T hances for successful Home Entertainment Group. (P. 14) 
Dt 01SE ee ring, though c 

44-16 hea ’ 


| Lim. Staggers trocuces “-year bill CB PROFITS SOARING this year for Hy-Gain, Dyna- 
‘ps jegistation a, ee incumbent. (P. 5) scan. Regency, Conrac boost dividends, APF splits 
TT fF ith protectio 


. stock. (P. 15) 
a ) Consumer Electronics MORSE BUYS PILOT brand name, inventories from 
——— 


-oni i ishi. Harman International takes over Ortofon, 
STE nsumer electronics Mitsubis 
ons; & WE ee se axunte Home Theatre buys RCA plant complex in L.A. (P. 15) 
a 
from ff through purchase © 
D from 


PEN': Accepting report of "fact-findin 4 com - 
ay SP WE-HBALTHY owt oe erat eb immediately established task force to implement 
sks) nittee "with enthusiasm ot a feeling that some pretty healthy things are going to a. for 
: recommendations . bbe ... Vice Chmn. Donald Jones, who also was ee of ree a 
Rela eel wd for vice chairman—to make sure that the work that's already been 
: ‘That's one reaso 


; ibilities, which in the past it's 
PE scanntt just die out... The board this time asserted its responsi 
: ee ee h ts July 29-30) will be to establish qualifi- 
; which meets Ju ay, ane ie 
| aline eee memes VL 1603 28) and to write job definitions for pine NAB depts 
sin tld staffe sy gine Wearn said there's no timetable on hiring new man. 


. d "reaffirmed its confidence" 
er ) t-finding group's work an taft)—described 
fh Board aopted resolution praising fac Siesed meeting (without s 

Pin Wear i t Wasilewski after 2-hour 
fa Wearn es. Vincen 
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consumer Electronics® 


A Section of Television Digest with Consumer Electronics 
v4 ging & SALES © T¥ « AUDIO + TAPE PRoDUCTs . VIDEOPLAYERS . COMPONENTS » NEW PRODUCTS « FINANCE 
a 


+ a, 
oye 


STATE OF THE INDUSTRY 


‘eajes to dealers (total market), from BIA, for week ended Jun 


May 29 7 % e 4 (22nd week of 1976): 
ct. ak. erscoenn May 1976 
aa June 4 Week change 22.98 bis doch Ryke ae 
ei TV: ee - 238, 608 . 172, deg Ng 4 ange 


ps ee 4,437,728 4,139,976 +7.2 
2,605,636 2,320,901 +12.3 
ee eenrno, » «i 10;690 72.544 ~2 119 : ase ; 
_nnochrome - sd ¥ ; 759 i; 832 

Denn ..e+«+ 392,457 960,180 -61, te Tia ee 


me, ees. 102,003 100,324 41 7 
ee =. ® 
6 
2 837,720 12,881. 752 
jotne, portable -- 153,109 801,866 -80.9 5707151 10,717,366 +20.2 
jes rd 4 4 
4 


ot 7,687,585 7,218,454 46.5 
pmerete 0 20/905 S70;885; -00.4 127,825 1’ g7'g05 - 9’ seg'any ate 
pecmemeneM 2+ 110,004 422,041 72.4 442,326 5\870'800  4.gah' bea cals 
Daa. Pete ur nets. 758.6 267,569 5 104-487) 8 don OIn ani 
“rt.-comp. Phono. 28,745 53,313 -46.1 77’ og2 939. 


beet, 908,664 1,232,873 -26.3 
Color TV 5-week moving average: 1976-115, 197: 1975—108, 425 (up 6.2%). 


uLF & WESTERN ENTERS HOME ELECTRONICS: with projection TV & vid 
‘Log’ Aadaripe conglomerate Gulf & Western Industries is staking Got pe oes 38 base, 


ee ate tries is staking out new claim in consumer 
o tronics. How large a claim isn't known, but company is establishing new division for bind Bs 
me entertainment products,"' based in L.A. area. 

ne ne of first steps in new operation was G&W's surprising acquisition of all assets of Muntz 
yome Theatre projection TV. Although it became known at CES last week that Muntz had been 

id, it wasn't generally realized that G&W was ultimate buyer. Earl Muntz sold business to 


r Sy Weintraub, who in turn sold it to Sega Enterprises, Redondo Beach-based firm which 

; 95% G&W subsidiary. 

- Sega is manufacturer, distributor & operator of coin-op 
Japan, which recently established manufacturing & distr 


= 

Lec! 
7, 

0. 


“si. 
on 


erated games, operating principally 
ibution operation in U.S., is moving 
ily into coin-op video game business. Finance Vp Malcolm Kaufman told us Sega plans to 
snter home video game business and other aspects of consumer electronics, but definite plans 
yon't be in place for 60 days or so. To underscore its seriousness, G&W advertised last week 


n Wall St. Journal for ''Dir. of Mktg., TV & Home Entertainment Products" for "newly estab- 


shed div." in L.A. 

Reached at his home, Earl Muntz told us he was going right back into projection-TV busi- 
ess through newly formed Muntz Electronics, has already signed lease on building across street 
rom his former plant in Van Nuys, Cal., would offer Earl Muntz Signature Projection TV in 

both self-contained & 2-piece models as well as re-entering auto stereo business which he pio- 
ered, adding CB, other products. G&W also will use Muntz brand name "‘at least for the time 
eing,"' Kaufman told us. i 

G&W sales in year ended July 31 totaled $2. 6 billion. Company is collection of about 140 
usinesses, is in electric musical instruments, amplifiers & speakers through Unicord, Westbury, 
‘.Y. (Univox brand), makes consumer electronic components through Elco, Willow Grove, Pa. 
ajo: ‘leisure holdings include Paramount Pictures, Simon & Schuster. 


oF iste 3 Pa er Te. ole- -TV systems which 
Muntz brand has been foremost & best-selling of single-tube projection-TV 
se modifi small-screen home color sets as projection source, magnifying picture through 
ens and throwing it onto high-gain Kodak Ektalite screen. With purchase of Muntz, G&W be- 
somes first major U.S. company to see potential in this type of system. (For report on pro- 
pero Y.4 CER: MRO, en i i F ees at p vy x 
WER ee Pec Se one < 


@° ts % bet) . 
ae a ie ee ee 
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A QUIET DOWN-TO-BUSINESS CES: Tenth annual Consumer Electronics Show last week per- 
formed its function admirably—displaying latest wares, getting buyers & sellers together. 

Those seeking real excitement might have found more last Sun. in Peoria. For 4 days, Chicago's 
McCormick Place was community of 45,000, supporting 4 daily newspapers which couldn't even 
agree on a lead story. 


Closest to single new gee-whiz product was the video game, but this had been anticipated. 
CB makers were out in force, but they'd shot their wad at PC-76. Gone was the 4-channel of 
yesteryear. Calculators & watches were old hat. Prediction of $9.95 digital watch within year 
by Microelectronic Systems' Jerry Allen was ho-hummed by seminar-goers, and calculators on 
display at $6.95 retail levitated few eyebrows. 


Yet it was good show. Dealers were in serious buying mood, anticipating good business. 
Official registration (not necessarily attendance) was record 45, 280, up 17% from last year's 
38, 775, with record 660 exhibitors showing, despite some unexplained last-minute cancellations. 


Aside from CB, biggest action was in audio, where high-end components & compacts moved 


briskly. There was softness at low price levels and almost unanimous complaints about slow- 
ness of foreign sources in filling orders. Show saw U.S. debut of one potentially important new 
audio product—1/4-in. Elcaset, designed for cassette convenience, open-reel fidelity (Vol. 
16:10 p11, 16:19 p10)—displayed by Superscope, Panasonic & JVC for delivery next year. 


Virtually only discordant note was move by rump group to pull IHF out of CES next year and 
into IHF-sponsored show (see p. 13). By show's end, drive seemed to have lost whatever steam 
it had started with, and CEG offer to turn over nearby McCormick Inn to audio next year probably 
killed it. 


It was last CES managed by Snitow Organization. EIA Consumer Electronics Group has set 


up own show organization in Chicago, headed by William Glasgow, former McCormick Place 
Greyhound food mgr., associated with that exhibition hall for 15 years, with Judy Dorini, ex- 
Greyhound sales & catering mgr., as asst. As CES ended, Show Committee voted to ask EIA to 
consider enlarging winter show from 3 days to 4 (Jan. 13-16), add exhibit space in Blackstone ~“ 
Hotel to areas already reserved in Hilton. Other show highlights will be found elsewhere in 

this issue. 


pO, 


VIDEO GAMES—TROUBLE IN PARADISE? Otherwise buoyant mood of video game industry at 
CES was dealt disturbing setback when FCC warned that only solution to growing TV interference 
problem may be ban on sale of TV RF devices. Move not only would be catastrophic for games, 
but also would seriously hinder development of emerging home VTR & videodisc businesses. 


As part of presentation on CB interference problems (see p. 11), FCC Chief Engineer Ray- 


mond Spence said games are also beginning to cause trouble and "problem is going to get worse." 
If game market gets too large, he said, rules may have to be modified to eliminate RF games, 
have them feed signal into sets through video input jack. 


FCC has already had game interference complaints, Spence later told us. If sales boom as 


anticipated, he said, Commission will either be forced to tighten rules or end RF output. Any 
drastic changes would be made over several-year transition period to give set & game makers 
chance to adapt. 


Elimination of RF output authorization, even after 2- or 3-year period, would leave game 
suppliers selling to universe of at most 20-30 million sets equipped with video jacks, opposed 
to well over 100 million today. Before FCC acts, situation will be reviewed after Christmas 
to see if interference has increased significantly. 


Installation of video input jacks on new sets shouldn't be much problem or expense for man- 
ufacturers of sets containing power transformers, but there's potential for shock hazard on hot- 


chassis or AC-DC sets, which would mean extra costs for isolation transformers, Spence said. 


Though set makers at show didn't address comments by Spence directly, sales Vp Ken ow 
Thomson said Sylvania had discovered by testing 4 different games (none approved by FCC) that . 


many wouldn't work with GT-Matic color system, due to its use of automatic horizontal & ver- 
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tical circuits. 'We'd like some kind of EIA feeling that all games should be compatible with 
what we are building,'' Thomson said at TV seminar. ''The trend is toward automatic tuning, 
and some of these circuits can override games."' 


ee 


Those were just about only sour notes for games, which replaced CB as talk of CES. Fa- 
vorite game among producers at show was pooh-poohing competitors" production forecasts — 
many of which were obviously inflated—but most agreed that total market in 1976 will be a 
healthy 2-million-plus units (see p. 13) and primary concern was supplying market demand 
through Christmas season. 


Tight supply—if market in fact takes off—also will serve to hold prices at profitable levels 
through year's end, with low end of basic ball-&-paddle units holding at $60-$70, step-up full- 


featured models at $80-$120. Some pressure on price points will come toward year's end, as 
more sophisticated ''action" & cartridge-based games premiered at CES (see p. 13) hit market 
in $100-$150 range during fall, 


Debut of more complex games brought market into sharper relief, and split of games indus- 
try into 2 categories—table-tennis games & multi-function cartridge systems—was clearly envi- 
dent. Behind that split is message that once supply catches demand after Christmas, price 
crunch will set in—a fact conventional suppliers don't discuss but which delights toy firms get- 


ting into field. 


Said one dealer on show floor: 'I'm scared of all these games. There are too many, and 
eventually you'll see dumps. It's just like anything else. The first year, you can Sell all you 
can get but you can't get any. The 2nd year you can get all you want but you can't sell any." 


Note: Magnavox & Atari reached out-of-court settlement in game patent suit brought by 


Magnavox, signed cross-licensing agreement. Sears, also named by Magnavox because it mar- 
kets Atari game, was dismissed from suit. Firms involved wouldn't discuss terms. 


’ CB AT CES--GOOD NEWS & BAD: Bloom isn't off CB boom, but there were signs at CES that 
industry is facing variety of problems—including bad case of overexposure—and FCC showed up 
with its own good & bad news. 


First the good news: Both FCC Chmn. Wiley & Chief Engineer Raymond Spence said long- 
awaited expansion of 27-MHz CB band is likely to be announced next month, before Aug. adjourn- 
ment. CB allocation will go from current 23 channels to 40 or 50, depending on whether 5 Class 
C channels now used by remote-control hobbyists are dumped into Class D CB service (Vol. 
16:24 p7 et seq.). 


Bad news was tough stance taken by Spence during CB seminar on FCC's new policy of 
sampling all CB units submitted for type acceptance (Vol. 16:22 p10), rather than approving 
CBs on basis of test data & specs submitted by manufacturers. Spence said 100% sampling policy 
stemmed from fact that 25 units tested by FCC labs failed to meet type-acceptance requirements. 
Remark drew angry comments from some in industry—now faced with long delays in getting new 
products on market—and EIA Communications Div. Staff Vp John Sodolski told us CB Engineer- 
ing Committee hopes to meet with FCC officials this week to clarify situation, decide on appropri- 
ate response. 


"I would be less than candid if I didn't stress the seriousness of this problem,"’ Spence said, 
urging producers to evaluate test procedures and consider installation of in-house testing capa- 
bilities. Report on tests will be issued; Spence said he doesn't know if names involved will be 
released. Some type-acceptance applications were dismissed, others got 60 days to make cor- 
rections and re-submit. Problems included high spurious harmonics and overmodulation; both 
U.S.-made & import CBs were involved. 


"This could be a good move by the FCC," industry official told us. "There's a lot of garbage 
coming in from the Far East, and this could flush some of it out. I don't think that's their in- 
tention, but it could serve that purpose.” 


, Standards themselves probably will be tougher once FCC acts on channel expansion. Docket 
° dealing with expansion also covers interference problems, and final report undoubtedly will in- 
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clude stiffer specs. Spence said that current rules were based on low interferene ‘Wy, ‘6 
at time they were drawn up and that if all equipment now on market compiled tite. Probay, you 
interference would remain serious problem. Pregen, ‘ Pe 
On show floor itself, CB booths were well-attended, but much of initial exe, af we) 
gone, with dearth of new products and general feeling that industry will be ieee a vgn 
number of annual shows. With PC show dates moved closer to Winter CES (Fep to out ba ny ron 
was speculation CB producers may concentrate attention on summer CES & wintes . ni, re 9 
in future. PO Shay “in 
Indication of 'it's-being-talked-to-death — attitude of many was attendance at apa® 
on 2nd day of show—600-800 in room with 1,400 seating capacity. Asked durin B S€ming ; 
ting—even dumping—industry executives wernt _ vas 


inventories, price-cut 
at least n 
price erosion, but no significan 
million-a-month i 
could have momentary € 
channel merchandise is ¢ 


ot yet. Royce Pres. Jack Loss said ther © in ge 

sic price points. Hy-Gain Vp Ted has 

ge temporary inventory pileup at distribute 
: r ley 


leared through pipelines once expanded -channel mabihaige a5 2). 
Se Come 
Sy 


market. 

Retailers at seminar and on floor said supply at most price points remains tj aucl 
ception of some lowball off-brand goods from Far East. Buyer for major catalo ent, With gy. ond 
he's not getting as many CBs as he needs, doesn't see supply meeting demand thi house told iy | pent 

chaotic condition of CB traffic is more likely to kill CB than any over-supply." S year, "Te 
iF i 
F ) CPSC REJECTS DELAY IN TV STANDARD: Sticking to position that TV accident «, men 
from set manufacturers and other sources has yielded about all necessary safet GALA Compa) ene 
mation, Consumer Product Safety Commission last week turned down UL's re ae infor, 
extension of June 22 deadline for submission of recommended TV safety stkndaea a 150 ty ' 

SC dig 
but 


grant 2-week postponement ''to make up for any time that may have been lost waiting" ; 
or dee 


UL's TV standards development committee had asked for extra ti 
TT! Ea ime to<¢ ie 
of data “as a joint effort of CPSC & UL, but if this is not possible, by UL ae " peticonrs 
information on TV hazard patterns could be developed. Letter said this "may cameh ice new 

In further 


revisions to the proposed standard," the 3rd and su osedly fi , 
comments last month. aid y final draft of which was put out tor 


Earlier this year, CPSC tentatively agreed to join with UL i 
eee DT ee. in data analysis : 
2 brea ges to come from EIA Consumer Electronics Group, but in May Racked cob, sik ie 
ws — too far apart on study objective and methodology. In refusing time Arties. . 
Mp eee ig given permission to develop standard on May 19, 1975, and that UL bad 
the available ine pee a. pet ha eee GPRS said Pelgubie a 
- en is ikely to lead to substanti 
standard,."" However, decisi ely tmprove recom 
noe ; ision does leave UL free to conduct data study, submit results aa 


PLANT 3 ; 
SHUTDOWNS: Color sales pickup is reflected Imports of RF devices—TV, FM radios, trans 


a | in plant vacation sc 
VE Si Gattnnleceia de sae wh sd bare be ypovcirs n abel ceivers, etc. —will have to be documented for com: 
q tended tlastnas te Crate Rigen van this Se 8d os te pliance with FCC rules starting Nov, 1. Amend- 
ie veamedbape gintion \o-Asbanianay tomate: es, ment to FCC & Customs regulations requires each 
Sian) | | though some will add extra day off for hie ip shipment be accompanied by new FCC Form 740 
‘ | cornpiny. Sarwlek, tae donanleted ¢arekk “a One filled out to show product, manufacturer, importer, 
reopens June 21. Most manufacturers abe gic FCC identifier, and containing declaration of com- 
duction Tikes for tow dmadele Helicon ie pro- pliance. FCC says forms will be available about 0¢ 
s during period, 1. Rule is modification of original proposal whieh 


Here's rundown with starting dates: 
Oye eee sts | would have required attaching copy of actual FCC 
a “ake +k Aug. 2 > ada authorization to entry papers (Vol. 14:8 
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GAMES--NEW CES STAR: Video game was clearly 

_ CES glamor product, and show gave visitors look at 
array of available ball-&-paddle games plus glimpse 
of 2nd-generation cartridge-based systems, complex 
"action'' games. With exception of troubles at FCC 
level (see p. 10), only real problem emerging at CES 
was possibility of tight supply during fall-Christmas, 
with total sales during 1976 limited by production 
capacity. 

Sales projections for year ranged from 2-5 mil- 
lion units, and Fairchild forecast 1980 worldwide 
games market of 20 million units at $40 average 
price. Market was probably 800, 000 ($130) in 1975, 
will hit 5 million in 1977 ($60), 10 million in 1978 
($45), and 15 million ($40) in 1979, Fairchild said, 
Atari Pres. Nolan Bushnell said at video game con- 
ference that 1976 sales would be less than half 5 mil- 
lion units forecast by chip supplier GI, since industry 
now has "no significant inventory,'' less than 80 pro- 
duction days left before deadline on Christmas deliv- 
ery schedules. Magnavox Product Mgr. John Helms 
said industry will experience some ''technical prob- 
lems" in delivering this year, put total at 3-4 million. 


Though majority of video game booths were 
heavily attended, Fairchild cartridge Video Entertain- 
ment System (VES) (Vol. 16:21 p 12) drew biggest 
crowds with impressive demonstrations of sophisti- 
cated drawing, game-playing, question-answering 
capabilities. Firm said pricing program, shipping 
dates would be set after system is approved by FCC, 
but booth personnel privately quoted $100-$150 price 
_ on hardware, $20 on cartridges, said delivery goal 

is fall. In beginning, system will include five 2-4 
game cartridges, total of 16 games. In future, car- 
tridge-of-month program —possibly including Star 
Trek game--will be started. Firm said VES uses 4 
standard Fairchild F8 microprocessors, cartridges 
contain ROM (read-only memory) devices. Control 
console allows players to set time limits, select skill 
levels, freeze game action, 


A look at home computer of future was provided 
in Admiral's hotel suite, where it previewed Vid- 
eospond, which it described as "not a product—a 
concept,"’ but which company officials have stated 
eould sell for less than $1,000 in quantity. System 
is programmed by standard audio cassette, has type- 
writer keyboard, 2 joystick controls, separate change- 
able keyboard for games, calculations, etc. Digitally 
programmed cassette is used for record, playback & 
storage of information as well as for programming of 
microprocessor. System even can provide rudimen- 
tary full-color animation and audio commentary. 
Four functions were demonstrated: (1) Interactive 
programmed learning. (2) Information storage & 
retrieval—single cassette can store 600 "pages" of 
data. (3) ‘Prompting calculation'~example shown 
was computation of diet & exercise regimens tailored 
for individual overweight members of audience to 
reach ideal weight. (4) Entertainment—sophisticated 
action & "thought"' games, as well as 'Etch-a-Sketch,'' 
which permits participants to draw color pictures on 
screen, store them in cassette for later viewing. 


Other CES developments: Magnavox said 19"' 
) color set with built-in Odyssey (Vol. 16:24 p8) will 
"be joined by other combination models next year, 
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eventually will include remote unit. First Dimension 
will add 4+4 8-game color unit with segmented pad- 
dles, automatic volley increase, to line for Oct. de- 
livery, intends to produce 85,000 games this year. 
Tele-Tainment (Weber Electronics, Canada) will 
submit 2 new games ($90 & $110) to FCC in next 60 
days. Unisonic will introduce 14-game model using 
own chip at Jan. CES (Pres, Maurice Lowinger in- 
sisted firm will produce 1-2 million units in 1976 of 
6-game model shown at CES). National Semiconductor 
showed $100 3-game Adversary (Vol. 16:20 pl1)— 
color, 3 paddle sizes—said low-end & programmable 
markets are being studied, Universal Research 
showed first road-racing game, $100 Indy 500 which 
also plays conventional hockey, tennis. 


New game producers: Quadtronics (Electronic 
TV Game, 4 games, $60-$80, GI chip, made in Far 
East, assembled in Salinas, Cal.), Olympos Electron- 
ics, Korea (Gaymatic, 4 games, GI chip, $60-$70, 
Sept. delivery), Gem's Enterprises (TVG-1,000, 3 
games). Several firms, including Shark, Colt & 
Radofin, changed plans at last minute, didn't show 
games. Radofin cancelled plans after entire produc- 
tion run planned at Hong Kong factory was sold to 
Morse, which apparently ran into problems with 
original supplier of Super Pro game. Radofin spokes- 
man said firm will be shipping 20,000 units monthly 
to Morse by Nov. 


Atari showed only ball-&-paddle Pong ($70) & 
Super Pong ($90) in home versions, but elaborate 
display of working coin-op games (including 8-man 
tank & car-racing units) was strong indication of 
direction it eventually will take in home market. 
Firm won't discuss future games, but spokesman 
said arcade-type models will be added to home line 
next year. 


Dyn got last-minute approval from FCC to show 
Paddle-Four game at CES, but half-dozen other firms 
were forced to display disclaimers saying game didn't 
have FCC approval and to use monitor or projection 
system with video input jacks for demonstration. 

FCC spokesman at show said several game firms vi- 
olated rules by connecting unapproved games to an- 
tenna terminals of TV sets, would be sent violation 
notices. 

——————_{##___—_- 

Revolt against CES by some high-end audio man- 
ufacturers (see p. 10) appeared quelled by end of show 
through efforts of EIA/CEG Senior Vp Jack Wayman 
and compromise proposal by Sansui. At June 15 audio 
conference, co-sponsored by IHF, Harman Internation- 
al's Irving Stern made motion that IHF sponsor own 
trade show at different time & place, pulling audio 
exhibitors out of CES. IHF members at show moved 
to another room, 12 voting to stay in CES, 12 (includ- 
ing proxies) to pull out, with IHF officers opposed to 
secession. Since there wasn't quorum of IHF's 57 
members, Pres. Bernie Mitchell agreed to call spe- 
cial meeting later to consider matter. By show's 
end, Wayman offered to turn over all McCormick Inn 
suites to high-end audio component manufacturers 
next year, in effect providing separate-but-nearby 
audio show. There's been talk that Snitow Organiz- 
ation hopes to manage own audio show; it's not known 
whether this had any connection with Stern's proposal. 
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‘Trade Personals Fi 
Richard Lovisolo advanced at Panasonic Porta- inancial Reports of TV me 
ble Electronics Div. from national sales mer. to ag i -Electy a 
asst. gen. MBT+s assuming duties of Vp-Gen. Mgr. indicates Riles tae 4S shu; Mics a 
Richard Nakatsuka, who returns to Japan as Matsus~ in dollars. Parnatheses available 51 5, Mt 
hita Seiko International Div. gen. mgr.; Tom Iguchi denote ing, tine i te 
named PED tape product mer; Mich Tada now CB “a 
& radio product mgr.; Fred Uehara, Technics & 
Audio Div., appointed Technics product mgr; ATAT . 
D, Esaka named asst. product mgr. for home enter- hdl to May 3} Mt 
tainment systems. . .Mike Bauer, ex-Superscope, OED. toe 312 | 399690, 459, ¢ a 
joins Akai as Audio Div. midwest sales mgr., Suc- 1975-qtr. to May 3° 370755412 oon 4,3) 
ceeding Mike Gritchen, now national sales mgr. Ampex sai 7 rye rag) 3,079) 
LeRoy Zider, ex-lowa Beef Processors, joins bayecnen = May 1 : 0 ts 4 ro gbe 
National Semiconductor as vp & Consumer Products 1976-qtr. to ay : 54,7235 00g i Ps 
Div. gen. mgr., post handled on interim basis by 1975-qtr. to May 4 67" an 000. 8.0 
pres. Charles Sporck since resignation of Bowmar In Bante 000] 10,255 8 
Gene Landrum 19 ene "105,000", ayy" ne 2°" 
ene last Sept... John Ready resigns as cane mo. to March 31° te Mine yu 
American Microsystems Consumer Products Group Niece to March 3) 14,0869 RR ep 
product development dir. , plans unannounced; 1975-qtr. eats ka ily 12.167, 2 i gro’ 
micbard Konrad quits as mktg. dir. to join Mostek a ee rhe €+ 246,000 (a. 
prepa te & Industrial Group as national sales mer. ; 1976-9 mo. asiona) Industrie 1000 | 2,004 oo & 
is closing CPG.. Robert M -? 1975-9 mo lay 3) 8 3, I59/ae ; 
t cHenry advanced at 19 . to May 3] 102 , 382 1) 98 nce mé 
Rockwell Microelect 76-qtr. to 000 J 
ronic Device Div. from con- 1975 May 31 1546 ; onget D 
sumer product systems & customer servi di apart se Tey of 35,0439 | Cel Ir yed P 
controller. ce dir. to id Group 24,347,009 2h ae ceo 2 
Ernest Pappas, ex-N 19 “gtr. tO May | et 
, ex-Novus & one-tim 75-qtr. to M 8 Ung lt 
sales vp, now sales vp of Cyclops piri Bowmar me Tigh ay 3 8 e700 watt® 
iis marketer of CPI-brand consume 1 vate 1976-9 mo. to May. ieee aie amt 
cs...Ian McCrae, ex TI cal r electron- 1975-9 im. te y 29 83 tree / 
; , @X- : May 29% 80,963 : res 
Hone mer., joints Int : culator display opera- 1976-qtr. t y 18°90 ing 
“ ernational H ; 1 Sendai May 29 »990,9 186 
dir. of new Kosmos International ie as managing 75-qtr. to May 29° 36. 158"274 ets oF prc AJ 
Bud Frye resigns as Fairch v, (calculators)... Lloyd's Electronic 8.758.207 | 82k 
gen, mer. to jude fee ild Optoelectronic Div. vp- pee wear to March 3] iia 7 prone 
Pee vestment banking group. ae to March 31 100,673,009 il? 
n qtr. to Ma 801 lsu eal 
joins E.F. pe a voc eside-te Communications Div. , 1975-qtr. to March 31 20,135 209 (aaa ab 
tions Div, gen. mgr ate pte Communica- mea neaeotcoates 3,888,200 | 6.9 P peier 
resign respective Koss & ornehls & Joe Purtell 1975-6 a to April 30 508, jg ‘ we 
regio al posts as export sal . to April 3 8 ,896 02 
nal sales mgr., will ent es vp & Outlet C 2 2:945'028 | 2 
Peter Untersander, Pickerin er rep business... 1976-atr. to M 028 Ce 
vp... Bernie Mitchell, U.S hae a rep, named 1975-qtr. to May : 30,421 ,672 as 
PEAR, 5: SCS ne George haben (4 , elected IHF Repub] ic 21,761,313 0.901 | 
stract (CES Publtsiiing) eacgih 0 Richard alae rete | 
Cathy Ciccolella ; 1975-qtr. to April 30 $8,303,000 | 
Mo , ex-Cons - to April 178,00 0,075 oo 
nthl um 30 0 | ra 
‘ y editor, appointed De er Electronics : 61,261,000 149" yee 
peel succeeding late Al eis be exec, edi- gb Restated. yee ee | 1.28 a 
| | ceceeded by ex-Managi sohn; Ciccolella is etd a darren COME MUINg operations, agg’ 
. | Ron Marin, former Pig te eae Lois Whitman — es 
I | 7% now oO » tae ———— "S00 by co 
| n Hi-Fi Trade New ‘a managing editor —“*niv 
| advanced at Am s staff... Richard ’ ———__]j 
sal pex Magn Taylo Sharp is —————F 
6S pr gnetic Ta T expandin e 
re eral ig mgr. to mdsg 23 Div, from ad & through joint ventur & multi-national act 
| » joins as s - mgr.; Pete in Greec es. Company plans ivities 
Taylor, ex-Burndy oe development mgr Cain, tite? ‘at with Thermo Sashes plans operatig f 
, joins GI's C, P ...day , 500 b&w TVs & i Technik. toms.) ao 
» P. Clare sub- ly starting next A 2, 500 stereo syste One| 
turn out 1,500 b pril. In Spain, Shar Ms mek 
- &w TVs & 10 000 P expects 
» YOO audio recordes 


Sidiary as busi 
ness developr 
opment yp, new post. fr 
om Oet. in 
: partnership with 
Lavis. Delheris 


Richard An 
George Shertz ton, GTE human 
er Vp- resources yv , 
wps.«L Randall Brophy advanced at Sy geet microwar 
e Components Gr Mi ed at Sylyani ce 1,500 uni € oven venture, slatei 
roup to product mgr, f ts yearly starting next he, 
« SOP me 


Gerald Quint ctors (replacements 

we Audio one John , )s oP ree Obitua 
gupport groin. rece ee -BASF, 

Bue group, .. y Me © of global hae 

ckbee-Mears reeor. olay Biincted to. sel Gregear Slettland, 58, Zeni 
© corp, controller nen had died of heart attack wi eget: sgh 
‘ been with Zenith 22 Nae 5 June i, 
. Wife, daughter, 


Sons survive, 


UMer 
CLECTronics 


itative service for broadcasting, a tas 
or 


Ca? tas 


SSH 
eee 


i 
a 
ra 
a 


s. 
A siti 


c 
Cnsumer ®lectronicg Be allied ¢ 


guth ields 


we et oe 


iy : ms 1976 SUMMARY - INDEX OF WEEK’S NEWs VOL. 16, No. 26 
at Consu 


—Sumer Electronics 


: ac! « Network fails to con- 2 RE 
(147 age J 1 FOR 50th: ". CORD WE in col 
dita gets por tes it has made nea . 3rd weeks of June—indicate a dealers—2nd @ 
a i» many News & future Be tee 5 biter =" lines, could be start of anticipat cnc ee 
: news: resentation ge : S° STOP €d upsurge (P. 7) 
ram pr* tion. (P. 1) JAPAN es 
Ba de Pd gerbes NE prom wa Div. & joint bane “ae “'s momentum as EIA Tube 
22 gn affiliat TO FCC: Nominations expected Sive to stem feared As f group launch hew offen- 
ani “> House hasn't said who'll get 7- mee cover of U.S. market. (p. 7 
enough White ets CPB post. Houser hear- LOR EXPORT RECORD set by j 
& : Stevens & Shipments to v. S. of 235. 65 ¥ Japan with May 
ay term- ad. (P- 3) Pre Oy » 096 sets. (Pp. g) 
. found satisfactory in House joined a = inbers a i Show audio equipment 
( Commission is urged totry harder. Ad Radios, ching Ty trom low 1975 period levels, 


ers, CB 
refuse to appear. (P. 4) — 


MAGN. 
ON BILL continues to advance. perce ae l 
: co 
. TV archive established. Kasten- 


Strong gains. (p, 9) 


€ader prices in color lines, 


sa : nsoles. Fall pri 
Beane ry PFices fram 
ee aunck amendment changes are in- MAG Sige ey 
> ; + Aeport indicat 
; EEO RULES: New requirements increased color & b&w market shares last en _ 
¢ MODIFIES exempt stations with less than 10 LD turns down Sylvania workers. (P. 10) 
as , 


employes; job analysis required for li- 'NATIONAL HOME VIDEO" 


previewed by our Toky 
nes with more than 50. (P. 5) bureau, found impressive only in tcc. (P. i) 
EARTH STATIONS pushed by CATA, HBO. SONY REPORTS RECORD SALES & earnings for 
culls $-meter standard ‘equitable compromise. fiscal quarter & half, with foreign growth setting 
A to display 4.5-meter home-built dish costing pace. Corning has record quarter. CTS expects new 
A a (P. 5) Sales highs. (P. 11) 
, 


4 GETS 'GALA' FOR 50th: NBC pulled out all the stops last week in celebrating its 50th an- 
hg with 1,200 people—including many notables—from 190 TV and 125 radio affiliates. 
sivities opened with huge Rockefeller Plaza "block party" and Mayor Abraham Beame de- 

pring June 20-26 "NBC Week" in N. Y.C., closed with huge banquet and "gala" featuring 4- 
sed dais. Among those paying homage to NBC at banquet were ABC Chmn. Leonard Goldenson 
S04 CBS Chmn. William Paley. 


"It was everything that we had hoped our 50th anniversary observance would be," NBC Chmn. 
n GOO toldus. "From a purely business standpoint, the fact that we had such a good 


. ; * > . * d 
jon in the |May sweeps| made it a happy convention for the affiliates. ; . We hope we answere 
expected cece eid expanded news. We will consult fully with the affiliates before we 

: rp (tt 


oe 


ie ve) i i opting to convince affiliates that no decisions have been made 
ong T ab Practical: ay donttene at closed meeting with network officials anebdt niga 
ect. One affiliate called NBC line "the big lie,"’ while others expressed opinion J 

ing that network has made decision, and that it's just matter of "when. srr erar r a 
s just not true... that's totally wrong."’ NBC Pres. Herbert Schlosser, ae e cae nah 
Would be if another network moves first to expand news, replied: "We're still ¢ 


ie 4 bmn, 


ee | 
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MAGNAVOX TV PRICES: Latest Magner price 
sheet shows $10-$70 reductions in some aaie'é 
ices. selected price cuts on 19" color po towns 
table along with $30-$70 hikes in 25" cory 
sole line. + 
ree Sept. 1975, step-up ($350) & top-of line 
($370) are new, replace $360 — eas 
Only 15" set is unchanged at $390; hyb ae abe teal? 
is gone from 19” portable line; new Pease op $70; 
is $400, down $50; top-of-line 19 is — ’ Mi 
19” table models leader & step-up are AR -tuner 
$550, top-of-line same at $800; ced eel: 
leader ($750) & step-up ($800) unchangee, 
line $1, 000 set dropped. 
In non-STAR 25" console line, eaeey pe “na 
dropped, with new leader at $630; 3m 
$30 Nine new Touch-Tun 


ote system are 
models compatible with optional rem STAR pele 


40); 

4 $750-$950 (remote kit is $40); “ 
val et is $830, down $70; top-of-line is $1, 395, 
100; non -STAR home en e 
ee is up $100 to $995; STAR leader and step-up 


$300, both to $1,995. New armoire-s 


line model is $2,695, up $400. 
Two 12" b&w sets are $100 & $110, both down 


$10; two 16" models were dropped; new eee 
($160) and top-of-line set ($180) are down oe 
Prices, from N.Y. Div-, are roughly pert 

to 9 other regional divs. with scattered variations. 


Penney jumped leader price on 19" color line 

Hi $10 to $360 in fall-winter book, sje rnagabe tered e590 
te spring catalog, dropped price on step-up oS 

(store spokesman said chain is offering 19" s . eh 
$300, and 17” at $410, not shown in new book); ‘ 
& 13" same at $370 & $320; new 12" is $300; new 9 
is $245; 10" at $220 is dropped. Catalog says 19 
at $480 features automatic "tracking ‘circuitry, 
"thinks in color." Two b&w 19" sets are up $5 to $145 
& $165; lone 16" is down $5 to $135; two 12" are up 
$5 to $105 & $115, 2 others up $10 to $155 & $175; 
9" is down $3 to $92. 

Montgomery Ward dropped modernistic swivel- 
based 25" color console from new book, added new 
top-of-line with LED channel readout at same $690 
price; 25" leader is up $25 to $520; new 19" console 
is $440; 19" portable leader is up $22 to $320; 17” 
at $368 was dropped; new 15" is $370; 13" is down 
$8 to $340. B&w 12" set at $78 was dropped, leader 
is now $110, step-up $130; 16" is up $2 to $140; 
leader 19" up $12 to $130 

Video games get bigger play in chain catalogs. 
Ward features Odyssey 200 at $100, TV Tennis by 
Executive Games at $70, Penney is offering Odyssey 
200 ($100) & 100 ($80). Store spokesman said own- 
brand $70 game will be sold once Odysseys are 


. closed out. 

a Distribution notes: Sony broke ground for 
‘ansas City. Facility is Sony's 4th, with others 
+¥., Chicago & L,A... or a ppoints Inland 


a Ae _ Sree ae bad 


= FCC approv d Executive Games’ Face-Off, a 


TUNE é 
IMPORT IMPACT AID: Labor Dent ro] : ' 


adjustment assistance bid by group * Tele. +] 1 

workers, stating layoffs in firm's ts Magn. “| 

at Ft. Wayne plant last year ste "ines. 

market decline rather than impor; , ne 

said staff used in design & develops Petit 

electronics was cut 9% in 1974. hy Ot en la | ee 

1975. Labor added that while May. "2 102% | og 

electronics sales rose 2.5% in value}, | ves? 96 

2 product lines posted unit gains. hh Yea, te . v a 

2.5% and Odyssey games rising 1g% | lor 7% | a 
' 


products, LD said Magnavox sales .y = tor og? | 


Mmed ¢.. “ey 
it» 


combinations dropped 48.3%, raq; S-Di P 

b&w TV slipped 13%. Comparison yt Me woh 

performance with EIA distributor 5), ¢ ayn, aes 

dicates company increased both color + iBltes ip U 

market shares, lost ground in phonos : be n eo 
fine 


Dept. followed similar reasonj 
down aid for workers producing aut 


7. 
Ea 


NE in tury, 
Rite 


9 : 

ment & picture tube yokes at Sylvanian eau, fro® 
Job 1 ia's Ema Bem 

Pa. plant. Job losses were blamed oy, oe Orit 
conditions which, LD said, resulted ;, Ete nas® 
picture tube sales decline of 18.4% i, Pe en 
last year. » 6.9 ing 
New import adjustment assistance a : goor | 
were opened for workers at: (1) Zenins. Stig) The 4 
nith's now a 3 
Lansdale, Pa. color tube plant. (2) Gibbs wate guts 
Research electronic organ & component iN Mic. ") petal 
Janesville, Wis. (3) General Instrument ev at nob! 
Mass. facility, but limited to workers wa itp grow 
producing push-button channel selector fo, re a 


radios. eee, SS 


TV safety standard is of questionable o, 
sense, according to cost-vs. -benefit study meno 
for UL's TV standard development committee 
consultant J.H. Engel. Study concludes cs Oy 
having b&w TV conform to mandatory fe alg av] 
standard would exceed probable value of dam sale . 
and repair costs of sets involved in fire, ieee | 
implosion or mechanical accident incidents, Fy | 
color, Engel said, standard might pay if al wal 
incidents could be eliminated. Standard restrict. 
to preventing TV fires would be most cost-efiectiy, 
course because 83% of reported incidents invoiel 
fire, and 66% of production cost increases stem 
from fire-prevention section of proposed standayj 
UL's proposal for mandatory standard, along with 
committee recommendation that no such standard 
be adopted, is slated to be delivered to Consumer 
Product Safety Commission July 6. 


Philco of Mexico was sold earlier this year 
by Ford to Grupo Industria Alfa S.A., Mexican 
conglomerate, for undisclosed cash sum. Pre- 
viously unannounced transaction includes 3 building 
in Mexico City, all equipment for manufacture of 
color & b&w TV and stereo systems, new Phileo 
brand rights. It's understood company had sales ¢ 
about $50 million last year, employed 2, 000, oper | 
ated at profit. Ford still has Philco operations in 
Brazil & Argentina. Dorman Israel, retired Emé 
son exec, vp, will help GIA modernize facilities. 


2, a ene last week; approved 


weerenits tere tome Fito, YI 


ee mee SAN Gh ee eat-t oa 

ge Tas jer wrh VAT eet ue 
# ame gar MUA fee) wh te - . 

emma Sas. 8 0 mies Beye 

x 


gata BULA. tse rv sgemtions 
grtes, siete Tet gern THs, 
—_ On SECU Tua vTm, se tact stetigd> 
ee nk sus ae 8 -Coet © peg carey 24 
ao Sues, masby Gr “erkawsi receny 
ge 
= ae wise & tet wh he FX_iny 
‘out AGATE EO RE ot real ne 
F cegeonit % emt of Wi -acts 


s paral’ FTE i ee ee 
on 


¥ ae grees ot tant 
att gah here BATE I gh 
ge SAAORE Ay BRR, Meets cacyetl ney 
oT ipaoniaian Wig oh ye on tens 
ge BAY at TES 1 et! thmalant art oo 
on Tansy VL-S0 eta? Teas 
ar V-Caet, sean) tantra & ‘Ant enh 
pple IE CAST At Met ge Sor nmataat ine 40 
ere Lom Morris Bute nl see we 
gat i et Nigh We Convert beating gration Siew eg 
ial AG WO wetland <zacete rs, Farrar aart 
spucag MA aS. Ager Cem tniley Lt ‘Dy shasta af 
1S a ima 
"The VIR « av ay Tce right cw p48 e's ms 


Wy Me ate & 


gy fona, Te wad Comets & PET perenne 
omb it earn as et weit 2m) truer rites, orn 
mete! WEA geges ie Comet tad eA 
pages Wire wet et oat in Gamer rete; on 
aliag 3 Gate-caste grilles. At i thre & sethan- 
Wir we we SFE AS ONS pret) cones 
Oe, ata sign Ga mare Nae on 
deat 1/5 gta of SD” octor at. a taut, a0 eeeetes 
ae Ore A ea re Cnieges teats Af epetem it 


a sete 


gg ine oneterret 4 Greater eign ring +; nat Tat 


re me 
PO gape 
Sa? re- A 
o- gests oF! Waits” ¢ {2 34 = 
Se ee tt Gees Ba EE ates & ogre 
ne ee As Sow att ot toy 
ua il oh 
WE Cig maa b 2s a 


a Widnes ate iemes 
Pel 
i ee 
seksi Fees wate, 


, CORALS sepiaticn of AAvEr os a 
CPGA, grotueces f yeas ine CE & ther oo 


oar 


12—TELEVISION DIGEST 


Television Digest 


Consumer Electronics. .- 
PUBLISHED BY TELEVISION DIGEST, INC. 
n Digest, Inc., Reproduction in 
is prohibited. 
d weekly TV, 
cia! publications 


Copyright © 1976 by Televisio 
any form, without written permission, 
Also publishers of annual Television Factbook an 
AM-FM & CATV Addenda, CATV Atlas and other spe 
EDITORIAL & BUSINESS HEADQUARTERS : 
1836 Jefferson Place, N.W., Washington, D. C. 2003 
Phone: 202-872-9200 


WASHINGTON HEADQUARTERS NEW YORK BUREAU 


i j j N.Y. 10022 
Albert Warren Editor & Publisher 510 Madison Ave., 

Dawson B. Nail Executive Editor Phone; 212-355-5611 

irwin B. Arieff. Associate Editor David Lachenbruch Editorial Dir. 


Television Factbook Robert E. Gerson Senior Editor 
Mary Appel Editorial pg irene Arthur Levis Associate Editor 
Mila Albertson Associate ditor 
j j JAPAN REPRESENTATIVE 
Diana Lahm Assistant Editor (Editorial & ed oes 
Hideo Eguchi 


Business 
Edward L. Sellers Sales Dir 1694 Hiyoshi-cho, Kohoku-ku 


Donald J. Roy Business Mgr. 
Paul R. Levine Asst. Sales Dir. Yokohama, 223 Japan 
0. L. Raymond — Circulation Mgr. Phone: 044-61-6605 


Trade Personals 


Hirokichi Yoshiyama, Hitachi pres., elected 
EIA-Japan chmn., succeeding Toshiba Chmn. Keizo 
Tamaki, recently named chmn. of Japan Electrical 
Mfrs. Assn. New EIA-J deputy chairmen: Masaharu 


Kozo Hirayama, Nippon Electric Co. overseas oper- 
ations vp, named NEC America pres., post he held 
in 1969-71, succeeding late Saburo Oyama... Robert 
Moore, former head of defunct TV importer Broad- 
moor, founds Opal Ltd., Des Plaines, il. consumer 
electronics importer. 


Thomas Brandt advanced at Fairchild Optoelec- 
tronics Div. from operations mgr. to gen. mgr., 


succeeding Bud Frye, resigned to take out-of-industry 


post... Norman Miller resigns as Signetics Logic 
Products Div. gen. mgr., reportedly to join ITT as 
pres. of U.S. Semiconductor Div...John Ekiss, ex- 
Motorola Semiconductor, joins RCA Solid State Div. 
as MOS mfg. operations dir., succeeding Richard 
Hall, now MOS operations, planning & admin. mgr... 


Richard Rubenstein, ex-GI, joins American Micro- 
systems as product-technology planning coordinator. 


Gilbert Durkee, ex-Bowmar, named Utah Elec- 


tronics vp-gen. mgr...Gene Lyman, ex-Sheldahl 
joins Buckbee-Mears subsidiary BH Electronics as 
sales & mktg. mgr... Pat Cominsky, ex-Bell & 
Howell, joins Admiral as mgr. of new Philadelphia 
ae a iar fed hla ex-Globe Union 
Centralab mktg, vp, joins Altec as 
cy eee 


a, 


Matsushita (Matsushita), Sadakazu Shindo (Mitsubishi), 
Koji Kobayashi (NEC), Akio Morita (Sony & Tamaki)... 


PAST weg, 


indicates information not available at press 4) 
me. Ap 


in dollars. Parentheses denote loss. 


—_ Cs, 


Corning Glass Works 
1976-24 wk. to June 13 
1975-24 wk. to June 15 
1976-12 wk. to June 13 
1975-12 wk. to June 15 


A.C. Nielsen 

1976-9 mo. to May 31 
1975-9 mo. to May 31 
1976-qtr. to May 3] 
1975-qtr. to May 31 


Rust Craft Greeting Cards 
1976-qtr. to May 30 
1975-qtr. to June 1 

a 


ny 

1976-6 mo. to April 30), 
1975-6 mo. to April 30 
1976-qtr. to April 30, 
1975-qtr. to April 30 


12,329 / AG 
8,906 9 
4,275 Oy | 4) 4 


19,439,000 


es bl oA 
C 


of Sega of America, U.S. manufactur; 
operation, Kane is vp of Sega Enterp 


NB ~distrips: 
rises ani. 


chief operating officer of firm i %, 

us Sega believes projection TV hasten Kane tl | cat 

tial," but it "must be founded on et hg Doles, 11. 

the right way to sell it and to improve it 4 Want toy fare 

present state of the art."’ There must be Yond th 

the product, he added—projection now rennet 

spected member of the TV industry," Hie « ta re. | 

currently doesn't plan to enter any other i Sen | 

electronic product areas, although a. glet 

eventually develop home versions of its a may 

games. Succeeding Kane as exec. vp of ay Vides, 

tion is Duane Blough, ex-General ay Oper. 

of America Mfg. Mgr. Edward Amormino ae | 

of mfg. vp for Sega Enterprises, and Robert y es 

becomes Sega of America R&D dir, Bas 0 
Wal 
_— 


w " i ; i 
max" combination videocassette re- 


corder & 25 lor TV 

rder " color will be offered by Marko 
Theatervision, N.Y. Pres. Allen Sak oni 
also heads Worldwide Entertainment Systems ( ro | GF 
jection TV), told us rosewood & chrome tees g 
contain JVC U-Matic recorder, VTR tuner & timer, 
probably RCA 25" color chassis, wireless remote, 
stereophonic sound, video inputs & outputs. When 
offered in next few months, price will be $2, 495, 
Markoff said, $200 more than Sony 19" Betamax con. 
bination, which apparently inspired name of new ui 


Largest projection-TV order? Worldwide Ente, 
tainment Systems Pres. Allan Markoff announced 
$2. 5-million order by Hersh-Kinne Entertainment! 
Systems, L,A., "representing more than 10% ofall 
[projection] TV sets expected to be manufactured i 
the U.S. this year."’ Contract covers 12-month 
per iod, provides for H-K to distribute sets in 6 

‘States, H-K plans to open showrooms in wester) — 
states, add VTRs electronic games, other acces: — 


ag 
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™ SCC RESPONSES TO MOSS QUIZ: On composition 2ND-QUARTER COLOR sales to dealers near 1.6 

225 #Commission, personnel, cable, copyright con- million. First-half sales at annual rate of 7.4 mil- 

3 ie Gmer participation, satellites, community ascer- lion sets: June up 11.6% from last year, at 7. 9-mili- 

Ae Znment, EEO, UHF, ete. (P. 1 lion annual rate. Final June week year’s best. (P. 6 
|. WHY FCC WON'T BAN RE-RUNS: Beyond FCC au- FCC MAY MISS July deadline for CB expansion. Lack 
"erable # te, BOFity: First Amendment implications; wiser to let of consensus, number of comments, cited as primary 

Marketplace handle economics: wouldn't improve pro- reasons. EIA Consumer Group warns of more TV 
ams; not FCC's job to further employment. (P. 2) interference. {P. 6) 

T ass ENATE CONFEREES ‘STILL REVIEWING’ report on HOME PROJECTION-TV directory identifies 23 firms 
- (Cz pact of sports anti-blackout law. according to Sen- in field, mostly with single-tube models. Most manu- 
1976 « ee aide, aren't yet ready to sign new bill. Frey: ‘I facturers are small, but major firms are peering at 
Sede, on't believe it." (P. 3) potential. (P. 7) 
to 10 : GETS DENVER AIRING: Van Deerlin says broad- RCA TRADE-IN DRIVE attracts ‘hichest level of 
2 sters’ First Amendment rights are ‘uppermost,’ dealer participation.’ Factory will spend $2 million 
tions jy é Wirth mulls congressional guidelines on sex for advertising, split 30-40°5 of net cost of accepting 
> aid {0 meg Violence for FCC at renewal time. (P. 4) trade with distributor. {P. 11) 
Ty é HOT ON FIBERS: Puts 800 ft. to use carrying TV SAFETY STANDARD proposal delivered to CPSC 
k 19# "4580 in Manhattan. Bresnan sees common use by end by UL could cost new-set buyers $1 billion in 1977 
ic Vi; Sets, Edecade. Some predict 60-70% savings over coaxial. or 100 times expected damages in TV -related acci- 
" illage fediffusion enthused over Netherlands results. (P. 4) dents that year, study shows. (P. 11) 
lowad oad RESPONDS TO MOSS QUIZ: Rep. Moss (D-Cal.) left FCC with pile of written questions 
ell re er his Oversight Subcommittee hearings (Vol. 16:20 p2), and Commission has responded with 


‘some 40 pages of answers, to wit: 


Makeup of Commission: (1) Moss's statistics are wrong. Average commissioner serves 
‘8 years, median 5.1 years—instead of 4.33 median Moss found. (2) Turnover isn't excessive, 


of caleutia there's adequate continuity because of staggered terms. (3) There are adequate controls 
373 miawer employment of commissioners & staffers leaving FCC. Further restrictions would hamper 


5.5 mmmecruiting. (4) Seven members is good number, though Lee & Robinson favor 5. (5) Single ad- 
ntinuedaministrator is bad idea—would have too much power, particularly over political broadcasting, 

on deyelgind isn't necessarily more efficient. (6) Commission shouldn't be split into groups, because it's 
et condiigest that all members have “broad overview" of all communications in order to understand their 
ter-relations. 


Personnel: (1) More economists? Have added quite a few—could use more. (2) Commis- 
loners' personal staffs? More help ‘would be welcomed."' (3) Why did Wiley concentrate hiring 
Wwyers in gen. counsel office when he was GC? He didn't. It was done before—and it's good 
gystem. (4) Why does chairman select top personnel? They're approved by full Commission. 
inswer didn't explain that Commission almost always rubber-stamps chairman's choices.) 


Cable TV: (1) FCC "tilts" toward broadcasting—how come? It doesn't, We don't treat 
ble as "supplementary stepsister." (2) FCC hasn't recommended CATY legislation because 
is "far more difficult than initially envisaged'—and, besides, there's "imminent change in 
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“former Munt2 CO merger § of Mar eatervision .” 
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tut J ug. WWE! claiming product,,,” 


by Allen Markoff, * 
mntzZ) )z an d ‘Lee 
ers | 


li Site aati 
WWES is headed 
tation” sult agate” 

| Girson n's WWES. Compa 

diagt al Si scre ns, plans ~~ 
nont Ys 
+ $1 08-83, 495, and plans 
a veen single-piece unit (usi,. 
incre va sing ion and hiring reps, accy,, 
diary of ‘Global oductions, fight-booking ; é 
Like some other projection-; 
m ssories. Evenat $4,995, 


e580 
g exports to Europe, 2CCor, 


Te ee em: Unis 
Aud “feria 


Cygnus unit us . 
in ohne 1 with 
will a mont this 


stem being » 
of hi-fi components 
ed in most simple aa, | 
ry Warzin says production se 


papers et 
11.5 speed (vs. 
producing added brightness. Mgr. Ga 
snid-Aug.; unit is sold through hi-fi dealers. 
But youne fp tion-TV business has plenty of problems. eae ‘that any pody can make 
, many existing “manu. cturers” o out a Muntz < deal, 
rown, Duane Plonte of Melody fi 
to increase to 100 in Sept.., sk 


distribu 
out 35 sets mon 
: “You set them up in business and they buil 
ete units, kits & compo 


mm lis compl 
complaint than holding opera 
technical breakthrough. 
Projection's other problems are largely technical: (1) Brightness of sing] -tube sets i 

marginal , and there $ scramble to develop better lens systems. 1 ini F ‘ 
Robert Keyser claims new 7" lens increases brightness 225%. (2) High-gain » Ektalite scr cues 
are subject to damage from fingermarks, etc. Advent, Tele-Theatre, Video-1 & others ei, 
7 new plastic screens which overcome this problem. (3) Conventional l-screen sets 
pe ae atier sources one & Toshiba are most popular) often are doct red tc ) invert pic 
be , a ystoning and even increase picture-tube voltage, which voids 1 warranty & UL 

sting makes assembler subject to FDA (X-radiation), FCC & other regulations as TV 
» is in chaotic state, Product quality is pada 

ness, Dn still maece couple of — oo ~ a ples 


Allied Leisure says its 2- &  eolaer g 


" calls busi 
d their own. " William 
nents, echoes —_ 


tion until there's impor 


General ne is threatening suit again st 
ting FM-AM tune exporters, Says they're viola- 


tuner patent. Patent 
pushbutton system that has § buttons. vers ''5-by-10" 
Gusta t fa kt at coe per mits pre- 


chew away at profits,” Exec Vp Jules Steinberg said. 
Survey covered sales operations only. Gross mar- 
gins of 141 audio specialty dealers included in new 
CDBS survey were above 38%, with before-tax pro- 
fits of 4.25% and sales volume increase of 14%. 
NARDA exec. committee backed off ambitious private- 
label program, voted to remove all white goods, 

TV & audio from Traffic-Builders Div. Move halts 
plan announced at April convention to offer members 
private-label speakers (Vol. 16:14 p12). Though 
dropping program, NARDA hopes “our major sup- 
pliers will get the message and clean up their own 
distribution policies,” Pres. Hardy Rickbeil said. 
Committee also voted to: (1) Explore possibility 

of establishing West Coast Institute of Management. 
(2) Strengthen representation in Washington, possi- 
bly through tie-in with American Retail Federation. 
(3) Develop ways to increase membership. Address: 
; Suite 222, 2 Northside Plaza, Chicago, Il. 60606. 


Decision on motion by Japanese TV manufacturers 
to have International Trade Commission drop unfair 
import competition investigation is expected from ITC 
Pint puns Renick within 2 weeks. At hearing last 

» Japanese argued that dumping export prices 
and export subsidies alleged in Sylvania's sake 
are beyond ITC's jurisdiction, In Separate argument 

Mitsubishi Corp. & Mitsubishi International asked 


Electric. ME now sells here through subsidia 
| Also pending is uling of U.S, Philadel- 
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lila enc id Screen Picture Source Retail Comment, « 
Size (in.) 
odel Pieces C 
Company 5 > teas 1,595 30 weekly ne 
VP-2 2 32x40 13” Qua , 1, 795 vide input: 1 Z 
Tandom Enterprises . 2 32x40 1ST quasar planned Ay, 16:. 
2323 Bluemound Rd. 5. pat 
Waukesha, Wisc. 53186 400 kit ple 
(414) 786-6797 ‘ " waite = 
; i -Sys re : 
Tape Head Co. Tele-Pro-n) wil 
665 S, State St. 197 
Salt Lake City, Utah §4ill 1. 695-3 495 300 weekly : 
(801) 521-3838 - 30x40 12" Sony a planned Aug. capt 
Tele-Theatre 2 42x56 n. a. $ Bz 
Lawrenceburg, Ind. 47025 ; fur 
(812) 537-0880 i ba 2,000-2, 500 Capacity Ic 
: 32x40 13° Toshi a. cae oO 
Video-1 Inc. Magna - Vision 4 52x69 13" Toshiba 2,600 2,000 month}, 
1401 Brickell Ave. 
Miami, Fla. 33131 in 
(305) 374-1373 " : 1. 295-1, 995 1,000 month of 
; 1 32x40 15" Sony ; : “1 Dearne 
Worldwide Entertainment Systems WES-76, 77 ; 32x40 15" Sony 2,495 stereo sound se 
1148 Taff St. Stereovision 15°" Sony 2, 695 
Megavision : 41x60 fl: IP 3° 495 Saleen A; re 
Rockville, Md. 20850 ega 2 B-ft. 3-tube Schmidt , 495 planned Aug. va 
(301) 424-6256 aia, < 
Zygma Communicatiosas Zygma-Vision 2 52x69 3-tube Schmidt n.a. Sages import fa 
mec : 
301 Park Ave. a 
New York, N.Y. 10022 13 
(212) 972-1220 
Gross margins of appliance-TV retailers dipped Game Plans: Fairchild VES (Vol. 16:25 p13) is 
from 30.6% in 1974 to 27.6% last year, according to was submitted to FCC labs last week, probably tc 
NARDA costs-of-doing-business survey. Before-tax will undergo first type-approval tests this week. uw 
profits slipped from nearly 7% to slightly more than VES is first cartridge -based game to face Stiff tes, b 
. 5% “with rising operating expenses continuing to under FCC Class I TV device regulations. FCC il 
approved Enterprex Apollo 2-player, 4-game unde, f* 


$100 unit... Match Point cartridge game by Game 12 


Masters (subsidiary of Glick Enterprises, Minne;. ¢ 
polis) will be submitted to FCC by end of July. 

Eight-game cartridges resemble camera flash-cy, “ 
house ROM devices, will sell for $30. Micropro. , 
cessor-driven system will sell for under 3200, be. . 


market in early Oct. System will come with one 
paddle-&-ball games cartridge, others featuring 
tic-tac-toe, maze, shooting games, will be addeq, 
one-a-month basis... Allied Leisure says its 2- ~@ 
4-player games may use new MOS Technology a, 
chip (Vol. 16:23 p9). Firm expects to receive sme 
ples in Aug., volume deliveries in Sept. Spokesma. 
said Allied probably will turn to GI if MOS is unar. 
to deliver on schedule. 


_ RCA is offering 600, 000-sq. -ft. former re- 
ceiving tube plant in Harrison, N.J. for sale or 
lease. Historic building was once Thomas Edison’: 
light-bulb factory. In Wall St. Journal ad. RC, 
offers for sale all remaining production & Seiakicn 
equipment. Sylvania bought tooling & equipment te 
produce some receiving tube types: RCA prc Juciie 
ended in April (Vol. 16:13 p15). = 


It's not formal factory sale, but Macnavox j< 
clearing TV pipelines by urging 9 regiona! diva < 
stage close-out sales on 1976 models. Market. ». 
market promotion involves full line, ad mats ote 
eee supplied by Magnavox. Newspaper ads in 

-Y. offer 19" color set for $359. 25" console for & 


POs) rs & acquisitions: Teledyne said a sub 


seis 


* million Litton shares. 
GINS tO some 4.2 mili 
on He Said pur- 
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oe | TER, MONDALE & INDUSTRY: Democratic JAPAN LOSES BID to quash International Trade Com- 

ye ser aidate pleased with his broadcast coverage; Mon - mission probe of TV sales practices in U.S. as ITC 
aie has pro-industry voting record. Convention judge rules agency has jurisdiction to investigate all 

ooo ‘i tenet scored for dullness, gets low ratings against aspects of Sylvania complaint. (P. 7) 

005 [SAeee ;nment, causing second thoughts on gavel -to- 

‘oop |. nenterta CB EXPANSION APPROVAL EXPECTED next week 


— te a , re. (P. 1) 
,009 |iavel coverage by FCC. Staff expected to recommend 40-45 chan- 


zi La at ie ; P 

ae RD TAPS WHITE, FOGARTY awaits completion of nels. Wiley & FCC staffers upset by ‘obsolescene' 

med FBI eheck for FCC appointment, Fogarty agrees to publicity, flatly deny expansion will diminish use- 
Rimes Mead quits as Ford TV advisor. (P. 3) fulness of current sets. (P. 7) 


emb . g-year term. 
ering “Bec ‘NEW ETHIC’ STRIKES as 3 radios lose licenses FIRST-HALF COLOR SALES up 12.5% from 1975 to 
‘ar Bay y double billing. sae driers sta 3,193,660, official EIA figures show. (P. 8) 

si - ack group un misr senta- 
Scided gale eal flor y - P P MORSE'S $36-MILLION LOSS, Lloyd's-Capehart _ 
! assa tion c £ merger agreement, seen starting scramble for posi- 
her. CHMN. WEARN HITS GOVT. attempts to ‘inter- tion in mid-fi industry. Bulk of Morse 4th-quarter 
Hie. Bane in programs,’ charges FCC can't oversee fair- loss seen caused by write-offs, accounting. (P. 9) 
an tari ing.’ ‘ 
pany" Bess without censoring.’ (P. 4) RCA POSTS RECORD sales & profit in first half. 
at & NBC UPWARD BOUND as revenues & earnings Warwick operating loss cut in 2nd half, but non-re- 

; cords: CBS 2nd-quarter net income jumps 40%. curring charges boost net loss. (P. 10) 

eloped get F° dio profit up 47%. (P. 5) 
tion re, TV-radio p Pp . : ADMIRAL CUTS BACK, trimming personnel in Chi- 
Will py) VN-TV & SATELLITE go on air in S.D., raising cago-area hq & electronics engineering by 15% in 
from Bperating TV stations to 964 (704 commercial, 260 month, aiming to shrink asset value by half, sells 
able & en-commercial). (P. 5) big Cortland Rd. plant. (P. 11) 


, SARTER, MONDALE & TV-RADIO INDUSTRY: There's little to go on in speculating about a 
Poa ', rter-Mondale Administration attitude toward broadcast industry, but indications so far are 
tote ather favorable. Certainly, Carter has shown powerful appreciation, and skillful use, of TV- 
xportsfadio—and his aides say he has no complaint about their treatment of him. Furthermore, Mon- 


lion-pglale's voting record is highly encouraging to broadcasters. Despite his "liberal" tag, he has 
8 $4. jgupported industry positions, in fact favors longer licenses. 

by me According to Barry Jagoda, Carter's TV-radio coordinator, Democratic nominee "has a 
© supfot of respect for journalists, He has no problems whatsoever" with either broadcast or print 


ts this Soverage of campaign. Asked if Carter has any views on fairness doctrine, ete., Jagoda said: 
ying tT have not heard him express any thoughts on these matters. But I am trying to get him to 
‘Fead Fred Friendly's book,"' which advocates abolition of fairness doctrine. 


Ilion, 
ym. Chi 
pathy = Because of Carter's frank pursuit of black vote, there's increased speculation that he'd 
aumBleyate Comr. Hooks to FCC chairmanship. Hooks doesn't hide fact he'll probably resign if not 
nade chmn, under Democratic President. 


Carter's Media Dir. Gerald Rafshoon said he'll spend $8-$10 million on campaign ads by 
Ov., mainly on in, spots, with some radio in major markets, some print. Goal of 
ts, said Rafshoon, “Is to ge! the A of ame ae! to look at Carter as a potential President 


n of America," He said he prefers longer spots so 
t Cart ticulate his v ews."' As for TV's coverage of convention: 


ne 
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—————— a HFONICS 
ROUBLE: Pastore raises CB INDUST 
te ‘ | TE Lee her FCC appointment Rel aeeenaion dete eat te sae Pirrilgcig et 
i a jct-0f ne member of law firm with communi- pleted, FCC discussion July 28, i red Rae 

2 |; ; ce ee Fogarty oo expected cries press interpretation of sunspot report. (P. 7) 
93 | ‘s | Banos © : (Pp. 1 Yat 

7} pg tion cess: 1976 MODEL-YEAR 
09 | ‘8 Aug. Te f TV SALES lowest si 
23 i ofore BES IMPORTS & SPORTS in 2nd round dealers buying only 11.8 million sets in a ad 

0 anications Subcommittee cable Segere period. FM sales set record. (P. 7) my 

00 m ts special atten- . 
® alieeteere ele romance Cets SPeci! Wig” _-STOP-BETAMAX MOVE shapes up in Japan, other 
10 Bt Members aa manufacturers seeking Single system to block Sony 

hi sports: (P. home VTR. Defections seen in V-Cord ranks as in- 
ie a PAY CABLE: From Hollywood, dustry awaits mystery system from JVC. (P. 8) 

2 i r 


0 an! ffer movies, sports, etc., via . 
5 a ome Tee ertite, microwave. Deal with Spectrum CB SALES SLOW down, but industry doesn't agree on 


cs Phillies, 76ers, cause. Most feel boom will resume in fall. Discount- 
| retvdes 95 home games each of Phi ing picks up steam. (P. 9) ie 


0 [2a ie poRTS TV MARGINS UP: Typical station $39.95 VIDEO GAME coming from First Dimension, 


3 RE 7% in 1974. Independent which also will add microprocessor unit. RCA con- 
rin 18. eee ror Ace ne. fe. a) P firms decision to enter market. (P. 9) 
e 


IN OLYMPIC GOLD: Audiences nom Oe OPED ta summer CES, will be held 

¥: rae beat other 2 networks combined. ie Rn nn. ump group wants separate hi- 

lontreal hee despite 'over-commercialization' ow in Vegas next April. (P. 10) 

Sills Arledge by-play with field men. (P. 5) JAPAN'S COLOR BOOM shared unequally by manu- 
ia OC NGBNDA includes radio format, facturers. Fuji drops out. Crown eyeing exports. 


3 ; Sanyo plans 25% expansion, says exports doubled in 
- | pable EEO ee CB expansion, possibly VHF Banonthe. (P. 10) 
rop-ins. 2 


5 IHFs averag 


HITE FCC NOMINATION IN TROUBLE; Because of apparent conflict-of-interest with her 

ul husband's partnership in Washington law firm which has communications clients, confirmation 

Bi White House aide Margita White to 7-year term on FCC is in deep trouble in Senate. Stuart 

ihite is tax attorney with Hamel, Park, McCabe & Saunders (ex-FCC Gen. Counsel John Pettit 
nd Tony Thomson, aide to Dean Burch when latter was FCC chmn., are members of same firm), 
rm's clients include AT&T, TV licensee George Hernreich, several radio stations, a prospec- 
“ \flive TV applicant, among other communications firms. 


fhe Whites brought up possible conflict with White House counsel—and latter discussed it 
th Senate staff—before Mrs. White was nominated (Vol. 16:29 p3), However, Sen. Pastore (D- 
. of Communications Subcommittee, reportedly wasn't aware of Stuart White's job 
vacation last week. Pastore then "raised the question" of conflict 
ican Baker (Tenn.) and ordered staff investigation, according 
ng will be postponed until study is completed—meaning 


t 
*attiye * 


that it would bar Mrs. White from sitting on 
= hadn't made up his mind. “He'll likely just 
¢,"" we were told, Although Pastore concern 


2 TELEVISION DIGEST—9 
sf? th 

25 sland a at Matsushita, to be marketed as 
ese manufacturers—Matsushita, JVC, 


nse fees, being members ( 
o far they show no inclina 


' Nippon Electric—could 
with Sony) of home vi ory 


whether response to seasonal NEW LOW IN GAM 


54 ; 7 sLOWS: d or imminent - E PRICES; Lowhball price i 
. demand or expan fledgling vid ‘ p n 
22 cae glowdown’ 2 els, CB market has soft- Eoaductio €o game market hit new level with in- 
yonceS: ,. 4o-45 channe's, n of $39. 95 two-pl 
32 iol rou £0) * weeks. Inventories are building Dimension. Called eect abe b&w game by First 
71 it Ter past fey history of CB boom. No one's FCC soon, hit market in woe, Eo cae 
02 ene ost ime = r, and majority of CB dealers & Olive said firm will sheets ve Cae 
for fing disaste y ed feel market will take off game (tennis 3 age retailers to market 
0 ctin survey ; » one-player pract 
9 pred we rent sag is relative, they empha- Size low price. Game ape: a ice) as toy, empha- 
93 in fall. se ontinue to run ahead of most can be produced cheaply ba components, 
69 ae and CB Bales Ceronic products. Though low- automatic insertion, Olive ae Ms plant through 
74 su consumer ©. = $g9-$119 range are primary will enter micropro a ee ene 
thet © _prand units 1D tends h Oprocessor game market in Jan 
‘and, off er slump, slowdown extends through with $130 cartridge-based unit. Game it anstns ait 
18 that ‘victims ait uding some greend BSB units from one 6-game cartridge, others will be offered at $7.98 
orden, gil lines) j producers. ries Says system will stress educational applications, 
TF Man name" “4 sing it? “It's normal for the sum- ile Ack quizzes, other programs testing player's 
nat's caus. ted sales in the recreational ve- - RCA confirmed it will market microprocessor 
‘mers pe we ko up the slack and it didn't," age in Dec. using C/MOS 1802 microprocessor made 
an & Ye oe ‘tor(E.F. Johnson, Cobra, SBE) y its Solid State Div. (Vol. 16:21 p12, 16:22 p11). 
Says ae worried about excess inventory and At least 70 Japanese firms are seekin 
F ot W' ; ee 7 g to buy 
"e ex. said, aa have an ther shortage in Sept." CB game chips from GI International (Japan), including 
nits iy) 1s inv ee oe eensumicr awareness major TV producer, company says. Of total, 40% 
Net ae CC 1S set to expand CB band, plus flood of low- are believed to be for OEM use in games exported 
-all th that nt from Far East, is aie 23- to U.S. Other firms interested in chip include cal- 
batt e price | business. "I'm scared, and I’m being very, culator & toy producers, smaller trading companies. 


pees ing new CBs." 
conservative in buying n FCC approvals: E.P. Electronics Ltd., Hong 
Northern Cal. distributor (Cobra, Bearcat) said Kong; Quadtronics, Carmel, Cal. (Vol. 16:25 p13). 


he's experi a ino "modest slowdown," blamed it on Backlog of games to be tested is down to 6—Odys- 
e gall ision surrounding FCC deliberations on channel seys 300, 400 & 500, IEA's Teletainment, National 
be beg 1» & new firms coming into market. ‘Our Semiconductor's Adversary, Fairchild's VES, 


ill in pusiness is pretty good," he said, ‘'but it is slower 


——. ~¥e_— 
; . t 
9), pad WEN have sen ae ein ecg a Proposed AM stereo systems have been sub- 
Japan oat oma Se xay & CB hobbyist is less of a mitted to National AM Stereophonic Radio Committee 
917), ractoraned.we're moving into mass sales. We're (Vol. 15:37 ps, 15:41 p11) by 4 manufacturers— 
Paes ‘ofacycle, and it’s leveling off." Communication Assoc., Motorola, RCA & Sansui. 
=a Field testing, probably on East Coast, will be con- 
tbsidia Discounting is another problem worrying many. ducted by stations to be announced Sept. 16. Kahn 
ige of | “Ilook for a hell of a shakeout in the next 6 months," Communications, which originally filed FCC petition 
C had) midwest distributor (Pace) told us. ''A lot of these for approval of its sideband AM stereo system in 
reialig Ht ave got to go." S. Cal. distributor (Hy- 1960 and now has new petition pending, is not among 
rd, is) “an Said CBs now are being discounted at $59. 95 companies submitting systems to NASRC, which, 
- ? “Sint.A, area, th i price will probably sink in turn, plans to ask FCC to deny Kahn petition and 
at, ''This will be a year urge company to participate on committee. Kahn 
ealers, distr s & man- system has been in use by XETRA Tijuana since 
uySs a zing in 1970, more recently was tested by WFBR Baltimore. 


TV game duty rate is still open issue with Cus- 
toms and sore point with importers. While awaiting 
formal decision from Treasury, Customs is tenta- 

ively classifying TV games under Tariff Schedule 
ding for unspecified games at 10% duty, Other 
sossible classifications include "game machines” 
. 5% rate or "TV apparatus" at 5°. If Treasury 
mn supports Customs' position, importers are 
ted to file Customs Court suit. 
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n24| POLES, WAREHOUSING, emerging from CB EXPANSION to 40 channels raises new questions, 
= hearing. Van Deerlin favors bill giving including future of 23-channel market. Class C hob- 
193 | se c Ie pisdiction; asks networks for movie i byists keep 5 channels. FCC to begin type-acceptance 

we nc pole ee on distant signals, pay cable, si- Sept. 10, Opening new channels Jan. 1, (P. 9) 
00) Mpracts- a3 is re-run of FCC hearings. (P, 1) 

ng; e *? 


i. % in 1975 fecnete 
i TS RISE 14.4% in 1975 as networ 
pie . 9%, national & regional spot 8. 4%, 

oi S adependents, including UHF, show 


4 


ON FORMATS: Agency sees format 
: i catremely unwise policy' and unconsti- 
cgi Court ignored congressional intent. 
ae dissents. (P+ 4) 
F 'NIBBLING’: Off-shore drilling 
FREEZE <p leat FCC orders freeze on further 
Task force to devise master plan 


SS S285 s&SS3 


roac 
r UHF. (P. 4) 
0 hy RS NOW NO. 2AT NAB: Tapped for vp-gen. 
i ; sor. post created by task force on reorganization. 
: 4 as more’ other execs to be added. (P, 5) 


'g "ROBUST' PERFORMANCE: ''Resurgence' of 
network & owned stations leads to record 3 months, 
frst half; radio has record quarter. Advertisers 

| | Menent $1.4 billion on network TV Jan.-June. (P. 6) 


fi SET FOR WHITE & FOGARTY to FCC 
SAvg. 24, White House turns down Pastore request 
| Ip withdraw White nomination. He'll ‘let the mem- 
: bers of the Committee decide.' (P. 7) 
i 


TV EXPORT RECORDS for Japan-to-U 
in June include all-time high for color 
Zenith's Nevin attacks Treasury, 
unfair imports. (P. 10) 


ZENITH'S HIGH END includes four 19" sets with new 
tube, starting at $500, 25” consoles up $10-$20, auto- 
matic color system. New 17" sets have 100° con- 
ventional tube. (Pp. 11 & 13) 


TV INTERFERENCE by CB is main preoccupation at 
PURAC meeting. FCC says results of nationwide 
Study will be ready by year's end. Task groups orga- 
nize to educate CBusers. (P. 12) 


IMPORT ADJUSTMENT assistance approved for former 
GE & Sylvania color tube workers. Labor Dept. re- 
jects 4 other proposals, opens new probe. (P. 13) 
COLOR TV SALES forecast trimmed to 7,636, 000 
units by Zenith, which claims continuing market- 
share increase. (P. 13) 

IMPORT REBOUND for parts & accessories in first- 
quarter seen tied to TV sales recovery, CB boom. 
Value of selected imports jumped 48%. (P. 14) 


PROFITS UP SHARPLY for Zenith in 2nd quarter & 
half on modest sales gains. Wells-Gardner trims 
loss, expects 2nd-half profit. (P. 15) 


.5. shipments 
& total TV, 
Justice inaction on 


“VAN DEERLIN CONCERNED ABOUT POLES, MOVIES: Massive cable bearing . age ce - 
_Smunications Subcommittee won't produce any over-all legislation this year—but it has ady 


thrown off couple of actions, both pro-cable: 


» (1) Chmn, Van Deerlin (D-Cal.) is mighty displeased by utilities' treatment of CATV in 


pole attachment fees, will press for legislation immediately. He's also convinced FCC should 


we power to levy forfeitures on cable for rules violations. 


rd 
aes Vr = — 
* 


¥ 


He told us he plans to "sweeten" 


reiture bill with pole-attachment measure, sees no reason to delay. FCC Chmn. Wiley 


po 


ree with combination forfeiture-pole approach, Van Deerlin noted, but said he still 
Senate ; dy has passed a forfeiture bill. 
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Line of 24 consol up on higher-P 
ge : Fe oeanbalton tuning ($810, © 


ran 

with "Touch Command’ ie wioke dee scnt 
a 's no arate contrac , 

Color Sentr combines Sr ~ contrast a A eit gain eigineere, °° | 

flesn- orir i # ; ~SFS! (1) aa 

tint stabilizer How does it differ oe oa for oversaturation, while ColorTrak reyj, a | 


Sentry system inc 
ak doesn't. 


level lock. 
nal Fela i ge (2) Color 
olor in pic - 
total average © (level lock); ColorTr 


color & tint balance 


y 
are $40, $50 & $ 


bass-boost port. 
dgeted 10-1 


commercials pl 
vey, with maize p. 13; for Zenith sales f 


§ TVI: Personal Use Radio Advi- 
set up to deal with 


t 2nd meeting last we 
waht t least 4 of 10 task 


with TV is its major issue. A 
anized under PURAC found them- 


force groups org 
selves working on same problem—TVI—and spent 
much of time discussing ways to avoid duplication 


of effort. 


Maal Importance of problem was indicated by Safety 

LY & Special Bureau Chief Charles Higginbotham, whose 
only message to PURAC members was warning that 
situation is worsening. As example, Higginbotham 
said that "as late as last night (July 28)" city of 
Annapolis, Md. is considering ban on TV interference 
caused by CB units. And FCC Field Operation 
Bureau reported that 87% of 100,000 interference 
complaints it now receives yearly are attributable 

to CB—with TV interference by far the biggest prob- 
lem. Bureau is using random sample of 70 inter- 
ference cases across country to compile compre- 
hensive TVI study and promises initial data will be 
available at next PURAC meeting in Oct., final re- 
sults by year end, 


Task force on local interference problems, 


by E. F. Johnson Pres. Richard Horner, 
' Le a. } ie 


WwW 


$400 


at 
onal tube allowances 


| © conyenti 

| Two 17" sets with 100_C° tional . \ 

porating recent promo is priced ¢10 above last year in $680.9... 
mbos) les (to $980), including 4, 


riced sets, 
o remo 


t 
¢ ios—completely elec 
Zenith also introduree Te ae are =t $55, $70 & about $100 Sa ith New table raj 
out and stan r oa pairager version of Zenith "dentist set’’ with walnut veneer Cabin 
bd ‘ 
last year, 
be bu 5% above la 
Fall ad drive A magazines. Advertising will con ee * | 
local spot use, ne 'g plugging one specific TV or stereo model. For list of ney 
: d other convention highlights, see p 


orecasts an 


Zenith TVs, see P- 
for Nevin's comments on imports, see P- Ts 
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Remote version is os 4 
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te versions). 


—light sensor, color signal mop; 


See ae ee es SR 
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ronic clock radios with Lpp 
“™ Tes 


include 16 TV commercials ¢, 
tinue to use TV technician ‘3 


tt 


TV energy conservation program implemey. 
tion, along with similar programs for refrigey.,. 
freezers, water heaters, dishwashers, Washers. 
dryers, is being delayed by Federal Energy Adee 
stration. In notice proposing energy efficiency ,, 
procedures for air conditioners, FEA said i a 
unable to meet statutory June 30 deadline for Wag 
developing & publishing similar test systems {o, 
other products, would do so "as soon as practicay 
unless it determines that test procedures canno i 
developed" which meet necessary requirements wt 
Last May, FEA said its TV goal was to have en 
sets made in 1980 50%-80% more efficient than tin. 
made in 1972, set 92%-94% improvement tarvet fp 


b&w (Vol. 16:20 p11). 


FCC extended receiver -certification rules ty, 
clude CB, but permissible RF energy & chassis ty 
ation limits have been modified slightly from origy 
proposal (Vol. 16:14 p11). Certification standards 
CB receivers going into production after Jan. 1, {f 
are limited to 2 nanowatts RF output at antenna tet 
minal and chassis radiation limit of 5 microvolts, 
3 meters; on Jan. 1, 1978, RF limit will be drop 
to 0.2 nanowatts; production of receivers begun) 
fore Jan. 1, 1977 must be halted by Aug. 1, 1977, 
unless they meet new certification limits. Sale o 
noncertified receivers must be stopped by Jan. |, 


1978, 


ved National Semiconductor's Atv 
© game and reportedly is close to appre 
vox Odyssey 300, one of 3 new Ocysseys 

“May (Vol. 16:19 p8). Fairchild's Vt 
| ts, and applications have 
al Research, "'3 or 4 othe 
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oe ae notin Sammy Carter promiset 
ees eM diecied ne use presidential powers =F eee 


pon TW ame io make POC snore wespansive ip consumers. it remorse <¢ Hep: a 
iuucheos on Consumer & remiiziory meters Aur 8. Carter promises 


ae "3 Tail mon Consumer— or citizen-eowormies ip the FOC cs welll ee tp tte? reguiz- 
Calli morons sow” ghee by former Presidem Franclin Rousevet tn reg- 

pur agent ir cnetes for quite imierest, he eaid that his nominees “would be accemeni« 

ioe B . That doesn“ meat that Mm going ip get me — aneat wf time or consul 

a8 ett dhe thrust of any own commitment is tulSll the orimm! cor- 

@ would be 2 forum for the people ant z aidan for the people themselves 


gf fart I dost watch TV too much fit) yes, 1 do thank there's 200 muri 
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ET STILL SHAKY: CB industry €° : 
search for signs of stability in wake of eae - a ith 
sion, but situation remains confused. Fong CBS Bh grounds eats ealer of U.8.-mad | 
“pel haven't beet hindered by imports, LI Product, aan 
er systems at Milroy plant a Re ry 10 ps 
no | —Figh 


t on question of » ot com> 
essentially rehash © ton of speak 


40 channels, sen ond 
nief Engineer y only U.S. ™ 
rose additiona. 


| Spence ‘ te a ve 0am 
forward" to @ ensive 5 
takes were up 
modification a - cutbac 


"looks 
from every location where CB 
lace, thinl -yeiled warning that new type-acceptanc® m | 
. campeon 40-channel CBs wil idly polic City to “pat en st - some functions 4, ,°™ 
& enforced. FCC said weekly pulletins on 40-channel - were no p ated, LD said. c; © Jan, Ala 
t ces will be issued beginning Nov. 1. Fisher followed Emerson Electric's x» Anges, fm 
ype acceptance wT being persuaded of 50% interest in hi-fi producer v's sale last yy 
retailers apparently aren e Japan's 1% 
by roc elarifications oF upbeat statements from while approving aid for former co, Say 
manufacturers hat market is pasically healthy. We ers at Quasar (formerly Motorola) Qui TY 
sampled retail opinion across country, discovered (Vol. 16:32 p10), LD said it was testnbee i" 
that vast majority are putting temporary freeze on help for those who once produced b&w 7 Gown g 
23-channel orders —despite pargains being offered dios & tape players at now-closed faci] Veo 
by some producers —and putting together inventory- couldn't find necessary nk hetwoon ‘lity, [p! 
"prices are bre li decision to close plant as it related imports ne 
ucts. Quasar consolidated all TV ork ae 
) ction ar 


liquidation programs. 
' owner of multi-store electron- 
Franklin Park, Hl. in Sept. 1975, whi 
e Motorg, 


there's ho tomorrow,’ 
Midwest told us. 'T'ye already 
red a Johnson which was leasing space in plant it one 
= -@ OWned 


ost me $118." pulled out of Quincy last May. LD note 
over-all color production dropped 34° vi Quasar, 
oin 1974 - 


| 
eecnremedaimgeecmntatea” Gayo ai cr 
South said he has stopped shipments, has ordered Sake steeply in 1974, recovered mod he 
ously allocated , sol Si estly in 


| cers not to ship any goods previ 
‘o be ae ery a beforehand. "If they Game Plans: FCC extended new 
of situation is at ity of retailers to determine aenes* sa information from lab (see fates ihe 
inabil will no longer give weekly rundown a : W) to Dregy 

over phone. Earlier, lab said Fairchild vee . 


a ee expansion has caused drop in sales, 
mar . 
y due to fact that CB market was soft before was still undergoing tests and approval t 
approval apparen 
ty 


decision was announced (Vol. 16:30 p9). didn't come last week. . . Telepall , 
ke nr of converting to 40 channels is well which permits user to ite. rest ‘S New game 
epee | y supplier level. It’s estimated Japanese sereen. Color unit will be priced eine pe 
hit 3.7 ana aNs,. fsmonth Oct. Jan. period will Co" "sac Eaiiieed b> FOC, ie produced aa 
: on units, with 23-channel output curtailed © Sacramento...N.Y. Eaeeeine ee by Telegs 
Fairchild in complex legal hassle Lae ps: aes 

I fer FR 


significantly by Jan. or Feb. We esti t 
40-channel production from ‘maj eS 
b | ae: ajor Japan producers microprocessor used in Fairchi 
ae pected to , UU. yo is ex- ing on disposition of legal ra +h came during 
. in Oct., 4g ppg ed at ss age: monthly rate Was pirated to Pelechila Ba i ‘GI alleges idgy | 
. & others are » rp, oshiba, Mitsubishi GI purchased design & c : ner GI employe, af 
| preparing for early conversion. German business pOueS eee Olympia Wer 
1} GE says high-end mobile unit ($210) & 18S machine producer, ert 
é tion ($225) won't be in 23-channel lin ) & base sta- Don't drop in without a 
will be part of 6-model 40-channel Gta samonucee Md. lab advises. Due to increased workload ca 
‘ hrough first of year, C ced in by CB. video reased workload 2 
mobiles—$125 & $150 ee , CB line will have 2 andes Equi games and other new product Calusa 
_ : ducts br 
dubindi« tin KR rey set for conversion to 40 nection wi pment Authorization Branch pratbe. 
nel Line will be itp y said 7 models in 23-chan will b th pending applications mu i Visits in a 
-man r . ; be 
after first of 2 ufactured" to 40-channel e limited to 20 min. Applic: ° pre-arn 
| r OF year at $25 cost to own 3 specs urged not to phone f Applicants also are bé 
i conference in N.Y. this week to Held called press being tested. Lab — on status ofmael 
F i A kan ite tere te ie ae Box 40, Laurel, Md 20810 be arranged by writ 
week of areas Poets will be given tour this Applicants will be toc - phoning 301-725<15 
An during next ¥ ee exhibits at McCor- arise with products —_— or probe 


as i. committee, headed by 
ay (@ TE ), has been formed by EIAG 
ay Gr ste Will develop voluntary 
craes of telephone devices. ! 
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veyed id patent for LightGuitet 
ze in VideoBeam. 


ery in Japanese exports 
yf: while recov in TV & CB (Vol. 16:31 
. most were posted by most 
A s. was gains age year, Finance Ministry 


6-month period leaped 
ii radio exports cane by 590% gain for 
rots! over 5 radios, total shipments rose 
Es fs with major increases for FM 
‘Upot’ oor eager pee which rose 35.3% to just 
72 cluding chock’ Total phonos were up 
mais (exe! and AM-only. Rates 
(pot sion, gain shown by phono 
gaer ith 100-f0ld rose 47% to hed ony 
, exports climbed 22. o 5. 
hardware sigh 25.1% to 1.14 mil- 
. tar wvomotive Pia to 4.77 million. Here are 
other 
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ape appoints David Hargreaves 


¥. replacing Henderson & Dapper... Sanyo 
pA sat to Keyes, Martin, Springfield, N.J., 
is Nathanson Inc. , | Sb yeaggt orgy 

nts George M. Drake & Assoc., Northfield, Il., 
ndifone cordless telephone & Minifone 
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Trade Personals 
———=#sonals 


elop- 
és €x-Allied Chemical & 
» Ramed lase z 

Sylvania Electro- oe 
RCA staff 


569, 
el, ex- 
&ton office to r 
€ctra (scanner) Diys. 


_ Walter aD advanced at Harm 
tional from VP to Senior YP, retains responsibility 
- v...Kenjiro Ito eh an ec 


own Radio (Japan), succeeded 
Suekado. appointee of Dai'ei, 


an Interna- 


appointed consumer & calcula- 
spa Ms aoe realignment of Rockwell 
Omics Diy. her business dirs.: 
Del Frate (Modems)- Andrew Beall iene 
Al Secor (Microprocessor), -. Albert Schadlick pro- 
moted at Litronix Component Products Div. from 
distributor sales Mgr. to national sales mer., § 
ceeding Nels Johnson, | 


new CPD vp... Marshall 
Bartlett, Gi vp, named acting pr 


€s. of Gi Interna- 
(Japan), succeeding Richard Adler, resiened- 
ett Meserve. €x-Bunker Ramo, appointed mtg. 
mgr. for GI's Chicago Miniat 


ure Lamp Works. 
Ted Inahara leaves post as Superscope national 
sales mgr...Caroline Nemser, Radio Shac 


Barnhart 
tor product business 


Kk mdse. 
controller, named vp.. - Shelly Lasko, ex-Shelly’s 
Audio (retail chain 


mkie. dir.. 


» Succeeding Peter Fredericksen. 
who retains midwest: Lee Wilson named customer 
service mgr., new post. 


Harry Hensman appointed Memorex Video Div. 
gen. mgr.; David Berry named mkte. mgr... Charles 
Trausch, ex-Capitol Magnetics, named Audio Magne- 
tics midwest mer...Jerry Borros promoted at 
Wabash Magnetics to quality assurance Vp, new post: 
Frank Miller named chief design engineer. . WwW. Paul 
Tippett, onetime Phileo-Ford Home Products mktg. 
dir. & Ford vp, resigns as STP pres. to become 
Singer exec. vp & Sewing Products Group pres. 


ene Porto advanced at International Elec- 

sacha exec. vp to pres., succeeding Benjamin 

now chmn.; Herbert Brody named treas... 

ional Semiconduc - 

Georgene Berglund advanced at Natio 
tor to Consumer Products Div, PR mer... Abbe a. 
ex-Zayre & one-time Webcor, forms New Engl 
rep firm, Michael Jared Assoc. 


oe : 
Sony confirmed in Tokyo our report of last week 

that it is developing longer -playing cassettes for 

amax (Vol. 16:32 p9)—in 2- & 3-hour versions. ve 
ver, it sait they wouldn't be ready in time for start 
pedi y/Paramount Home Entertainment Center re - 
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market tests due in 6-12 months. 
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DREELATION ADWANCES BM ww de intrn- WARRANTY ACT "ee age 
this week: Var Deerlin & Wirth om - DOsSee internrets: SS: FTC offers ww 


WES, SSt San i> ehdiine * 


a eee Passa Magnuson ‘ Sensitive" ‘to Mens, Moaruiact TST Gant maguire satus, a es is 
© TSM GETS, use of Gesimatet sarvirar. F 
CONVENTION COVERAGE: Th ~~ ODP 
= ON; dhe bic TY in eS Of GOP ogrvention came 3 
. = pal Presuieni amnounced he's reRcy wD anhalt x Yk et > : Bator: Th : rere) Lap WAT 
pbeneiited from Tight Pord-Reagan race ang good Kansas City logistics, Rrondcasters 


= “were diluted, on other hand, by delecnte~demonsiration delays pushing dmnortam devel 
Ss tity Inte hoers—as Inte as 3 a.m. in Bast. 


Gate for first Pord-Carter dehate is Sept. 24, in S . OUWIS, GAS eos af Lakww 
praposes 2 more, in Oct.. in unidentifred cihes, plus a Montale- 

face to~tee Networks, et Ouparse, all Said theyll carry dehates: they *ve heen trving 

Molly for seach confrontations ever since 196) Kennedy- Nixes nn SOTISS, 


Sponsoring Gebates, FCC has said they're exempt fram Sec, S15 equal-time 
“hom fide" news. Late last week, CBS renewed offort to get Sec, 215 

y SaneTessional leaders; alimination or iain at Bs would give brand: 
ated ge vive presidential apnea rances—withawl having 


- if 1980 experience is prologus. There were four 


«2. Two fentared face-to-face dohares; in other 
“5 (2 broadcast, 2 print), and a network Correspondon! 


respond to each question, plus 1-1 2 man, to 


no 44 TELEVISION DIGEST—9 
| 15 
Acy yor ECA , : ; 
pAT of domestic-made 40-channe S from Ta modify ruling which 
c would 
sab ipment set for legal sale of expanded~-channel ory and their import into country 
23 int" * 
Jan. : , at this po . - 
Nee eee ee eee ie this Qo eeeaeh & Standards Diy ee re location, 
n 3a great deal ee , question, and said some Soden Chief Julian Dixon 
re is clarification will come soon, possibly this week. teation of ruling is 


Ve hemmted for CB industry if FCC sticks with strict ; 
: : ems Cres “hich says only that new CBs "may not be sold eretation of decision on 
Ads =< expe roducer’s said they wees relaxation. Hy-Gain Pres, pe aa l—are many, 
p e last week that he's asking FCC to permit sa W Andros said at N.Y. 


confe interpretation of ruling places "heavy financial] burden” on firm fore Jan. 1, 
that: (1) Cost of storing goods in bonded warehouses is hi 
<< exist. (3) Quality control, including testing of Savoia Ses is high. (2) Only 
mited Ar ndise is in bond. oleic sna problem for FCC is avoiding taint Apes impossible 
| ymportels for example, iis : e permitted to keep CBs in loca] ‘Plech g inequities. Re- 
nods at distributor level on Jan, 1, warehouse, essen- 


Le 
i 
w 
U 


have 


Pping date," RIA Communications 
plans for appeal to FCC. Pace 
vie Clarification, " since FCC 

| at consumer wi 

ge * je] units on Jan. : dus shipping date ee ee a 
-channe since firm has 48-hour delivery anywhere in U.S. "It would be nice if ould bri 
roblem, Se nits and inspect them, though."' we could bring 


ar of CB suppliers offering retrofit or up-date progr 
| =Tho or said SBE as adopted program fiseing ea i: ; 
gol rsion fo $35-$95 premium if unit is purchased between Aug. 1 & Dec. 31 he retgs a 
a jy Gail released pores of Se pian (Vol. 16:32 p8). Under program custom 
ye nipping cost to conversion facility, Hy-Gain pays for return, Conversion could be Acac 


BY. er Lincoln, Neb. or Puerto Rico—or warranty stations could be equi 1 tabs 
3 on hasn't been reached, quipped to do job—but 


a 


-manufacture route, will replace trio of 23-channel units in line pur- 
hased from July 26 to Jan. with “comparably featured" 40-channel model at $30 cost. Under 
itv program, consumer will be given registration certificate when he purchases 23-channel CB, 

ttiean redeem it with Sharp dealer through April 30. 


FALL GAMES MARKET—PLENTY OF IFs: While major suppliers in fledgling video games 
jgapield insist market will remain stable through Christmas, there are disturbing signs at retail 
|.) level that industry may already be heading into difficult period. Though discounting—already 
jpunderway in some parts of country—is cause for concern, major worry centers on furious 
-Peffort ‘by would-be suppliers to line up last-minute retail accounts, 


it  Tomake deals attractive, many latecomers to field are promising volume shipments, often 
ji) at bargain-basement p1 through fall, convincing number of retailers we contacted that talk 
year end is just that—talk. "At first, I was worried about shortages,” buyer 
ods chain in South told us. "Now, I can apparently get all I want, and 
| ufacturers. So, from our standpoint, the supplies are there’ 


part of retailers that game supply will keep up with demand 
aS, since some are now pushing back timetables on ordering 


AUGUs, 23 
oy 
1SION DIGEST — ” 

ees trouble, say producers ates ee oP fall deiiy, i 

cause ] : "ts Nee: ead :) 

patie Bhan, 2 ai ait be tans " according to Atari onore ist ia iri i Sale, A 

schedules. “Deliveries 's no question about it." . anabemad that prices wil] ‘Sea 50% 

Mgr. Malcolm Kuhn. . cee saeaien remainder of year, a & ve Stab. ‘4 
booked on what firm will 


Oe ene ice ilar wa s on tight deliveries, fae atts te Ove no 
Others 1n fee jesued By tage acid many firms > eu. Seheeslone mi attracting’ s 
a. ——. eta re market at all this fall, ed thet can offer games gs Detorg Vey age 
cad. “A lot of potential suppliers are ree Phe pattern is the same as it was in nice 
end, fp Fs r sai e = : * Cale | aw 
and they're ee car all piso got hurt running ads for merchandise, and then al b : 
& watches in the begi . Man 1 
; chandise to sell. : a ; rfl” 
having the mer SS ee oe September, _First Dimensin % 
ee See exe wee taid us. "Some retailers are already rps © Panic and pa ae 
Mites er iE sage his firm is receiving increasing et ieny levee snes from Teta 
wens Phineas pale newer suppliers offering attractive wie : teh Ao tatention 
accounts, asking me Andrews believes, are simply using SRC He RS 0 get foot in door. ont 
On ee ricing. Another producer speculate a S-comers are trying to 7 
vie if it means Pag rk ge oni in to get large chip commitments from GI, only major Produce, 2 
Hit} | pst pt papers Product Line Mgr. Richard Norwood says order backlog is Such that 4 
; su market, : ‘ 
Sapp pale 28 probably won't be taken on until Oct 


; blers, but we'y l 
; market are importers or assem : ve learneg 
Ma ae eee res market under own name with 6-game color unit in nea, 
Epoch thai a East producers are interested in non-OEM market. ’ Epoch, first Tapaness! x 
alle to sign Magnavox license, now has license to market game in U.8. Firm also ha. a 
a ‘tia video game chip made for it by Japanese IC firm, is planning to offer chip for sale La 
to other game producers in U.S. & Far East. 


Despite concern over growing number of companies looking at market, €stablisheg Prody 
Desp growing pa 


a : . : —with major exceptions. Dealers ac - 
forecast firm prices through Christmas season th major cep ; TOSS cous 
“are already oun out Odyssey 100 and other old games at prices which are fr equently bey 7 

wholesale, and toy producer Coleco is delivering substantial quantities of new Telstar Same eae 


which is already being discounted in N.Y. and other areas at $48-$50 level, 


"There will be some retail price cutti ," according to John Vurich, National Semi condyeisit 
Video Games (Adversary) Mktg. Mgr. "There will always be the discounters but they'y just ee 
5 be cutting into profits this year, and they don't need to,"" Problem, according to dealers we ee 
iit talked to, is fact that discounters will do it—whether they need to or not—forcing others to cy: Me 

prices & margins in effort to compete. "We'll start out with 40% to 50% margins, and the, in 
we'll go down if we have to," buyer for large chain said. "It's crazy, but even if there's g 
Shortage, we may have to do some of our own discounting just to keep up." 
"You'll see them at $29.95 before the year is out," N, Y.-based electro 


| nics buyer for de. | 4 
. partment store chain said. "A lot of manufacturers have lowered prices Substantially, ang a 
Bradley's ig already advertising Atari's Pong for $53. That game started 


at $99, so you cagk 
if See how volatile it is, We're holding back and waiting to see what develops," i 
. eee ee Oe What develo; = 


Morse announced agreement with lenders for While Rockwell fla 

. tly denied rumors of a 

pee credit agreements to permit it to continue ations to sell Admiral] TV business to Hitachi (Wl 
Kong operations, C a 16:23 p7), Hitachi Simply declined con 


Ung 


‘ 


= 


be iment, Sow 
renee ~ Herel 1978 (Vol, 16 inside Hitachi indicated company has interest jn 
B' ; Misti ‘Sabana sie Mis ; he : acquiring U.S, color TV manufacturing base, 


an $5.5 Million on 250, 000-sq4 


lant in Sioux Falls, sD.’ Slant 
Mar h, Plant Will double Litton's 


: a. OF & sagan Victor Cory, are latices 
ce Bee to eet mudavcrubile raBiaticn eryey 
PDA's Buread of MadicAogies!s 


er aman SOR” 


4-2, 3 million bGw TVe 0,8, tmnports trom Taiwan 


Tadwan Kolin tas become Witeutiahi eslor TV 
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Game Pian: Pride tag on Fairchild Video takes 
Sap mya debe ee (VES) Wilh be 9150 when it nite 
% 4 
kart oe. “gali@iag FOC apprevsl), cosnany 
Spcketinan ways, Bastier, fires, «254 pruersinmwbis 
ep agin . Age 
ves Wenlld te i 5120-4190 range... Nations Seunt- 
Comicon +x: shipping B-yane Mety e+ 
week, will tit fi protueton stride in = ih -Berset 
Product Miz, Mgr, Jobw Furteh saya westynt during 
ear will be less ran 900 000...G1 is senwing now 
CAor guse <1 ap 10 “ seleeie®” eusioeners. vlan de- 
livery gizari- oy tn firet quarter 1977. Product Line 
Mgr. Richard Worwsed says “1 oF 2 custome ra 
pideaAy wil) introduce zame whlet has gher deyree 
& Gifleslty and competitiveness than canes vsing 
curvent chip, early ww year... Ti dking § game cir 
Cults (91. 25-94. 34 in 109-canit beds) ersiicile. first 
ii family A wiiversal circuits, th cométnation. cir- 
Cuiis Cal be weed fur relatively Commer gaines... 
Masi shipging 2 teper Pew cames tor every Pon 
Con@umer Products National tales Mer. Madoole 
Kabn a2ys, but ratio wondd be closer to 3-to-1 if 
market were based om dernand. set prodection ovm- 
siderations... First Dimension vreaks growl {or 
2nd Nasieville facility, 110,000 sq. f1., to meet anti- 
chpated 4th quarter demand. Firm expects to veil 
nearly 300,000 wanes this year 
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tary last 


A4 notes: Wutional newspape: advertising in toy 
2) markets lor consumer deetranics & recording» 
last year was valued at $6.64 million, up 2. 7% from 
1974, Ad Age reports. Value of ads tor TV & ratios 
dropped 16.9% to juat under $4.1 million, while ovat 
A for phonos, tape equipment & recordings rose 
$3, th to 92,34 ec eo ge ty al 
to do TV spots... Union Will spent $290, 000 

fall on TV & magazine ads lor Eveready watch 
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: tiators 
DEBATES: Nego 
egaes on timing & format. 
: gs they'd carry League of 


S; : 
re eT Tot stress advantages of Sec. 
$510) 


ae ) FCC 
ate White nomination to : 
\SHAKEN' sink appears ace teae pt 
sO ty's CO eect of interest in husban ate : 
| inaing Of ee epenitive to govt. service.’ (P, 
$shiP ‘ct opinions on variety of communica- 
r 0S presen 4) 
Ts issues: POLICY: Won't be critical of FCC. 


<F on OTF grop-ins, but expects ‘some new 


(P. 3) . 
introduced in House by 

oie would give FCC 3 months 

jurisdiction, allow states 


“ 
is 
| ~Bput 
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TTEE to Preserve Amer- 
ry formed by unions & industry 
On imports, (P, 7) 


Consumer Electronics 


‘COMPACT' Is NEW COMMI 
ican Color Ty Indust 
to seek restrictions 


launches Taiwan color tube venture. (P. 8) 


SONY'S WEAPONS in home cartridge VTR standards 
battle will be technology, patents. Warns it might 
withhold licenses from supporters of Betamax com- 
petition, seen readying 2-hour version. (P. 8) 


VIDEO GAME STANDARDS to permit interchange of 
microprocessor programs from one maker's game to 
another being sought by manufacturers. Move could 
spawn host of TV-game combinations. (Pp. 9 & 11) 


PRESIDENT IS NEW CB marketer launched, it's 


€ ue ting ’ y le 
segue rules 25887" © | andards to ‘recapture’ po 
vp cet for Sept. 2. (P. 3) 
gegulation- HT: Full Committee 
NTT porciany OKAYS COPYRIC vote, Eilberg opposed; 
Nee gents Ok for small cable systems. NAB goals 
| sgt ore iP. 4) 
|. ranted. (P. 
hres, pealso elec TV-RADIO DEBATES: Ford-Carter TV-radio debates continued to shape up 
pLDING UP M4 Candidates’ negotiators still disagreed on details but gave assurance arrange- 
ney past week, 85° { rked out, and (2) networks guaranteed Sen. Pastore (D-R.1.) they'd carry de- 
Le. | ments would be oe ship of League of Women Voters but argued that much more can be done if 


he ee Ib is suspended or appealed. | 
| incipal differences between Ford & Carter negotiators appear to be that former want de- 
eee eS OES rer negouators 


h (defense policy first). 
| ight after Labor Day and to concentrate on one issue eac 
cc a te pane delay and coverage of many topics in each session. 


tome ; , & Dean Burch, 
Ford ted by William Ruckelshaus, former deputy attorney gen., ; ig easy 
former G Baan & ex-FCC ehmn. Carter's negotiators are Press Secy. Jody Powell & TV 
mer GUE ¢ . 


f) podio Advisor Barry Jagoda.) 


Netwo - tal., that they weren't 

| ick to tell Pastore, Rep. Van Deerlin (D-Cal.), e : | 

, = to | from League; that they’re prepared to carry sessions set cali a 
i a iat that removal of Sec. 315 restrictions has many advantages for public and candidates. 


i : ised by Le nsorship and of 

Neen a tart want 
ESS See neha eieer a 
mao viewers 7 lly affect the outcome of any such debate.” (3) Is there danger au : 

Seting or negative emphasis to one participant or another?” (4) Isn 


understood, with financing from Uniden. major Japan- 
ese supplier to U.S. (P. 10). 


MAGNAVOX ODYSSEY video games private-branding 
through Sentinel. First known customer is Gulliver 
Products. Concept 2000, Kings Point enter field. 
FCC approves 7 new games. (P. 11) 


~~, 


VISIU vViw - — 


- chnology; and without sacr ificing picture quality. Sony officials de- 
ot ectrome |. clear they intend no changes in cassette—or amount of tape—in future 

eat, 2 e new machines would also handle cassette recorded in one-hour mode. 
me" gumably be ready to move soon on 2-hour machine, if necessary, to head off 


¢ 
pre on will 


system 


,satent position to insist that licensees make ''Betamax or nothing ?" we 
jue rita in Tokyo last week. Personally, I don't want to use our patent rights 
Al = nt," he replied, cautioned "but we may be forced to do this reluctantly to 


” 


has large investment in Betamax. We were first outsiders to visit new auto- 
production plant in Koda, Japan, now turning out Betamax at 10,000-monthly 
up to 15,000 in Sept. Plant alone has already cost Sony $11 million, and $3-$4 
go into next month's production hike. Existing building there can accommodate 
output, but there's space for 60, 000—indicating ultimate near-term annual goal 
onthly New Sony tape plant in Dothan, Ala. will concentrate exclusively on Betamax 
jt opens next year. 


vest that VTR manufacturers set single standard for home units, Sony of- 


any op 
: jg to MIT'S rea "standard" unless it's Betam bi 
st they'd ignore any it's Be ax. Arbitrary standards, ex- 
én jcials ee Chmn. Masaru Ibuka, tend to stop progress of technology and "ignore the 


V tue n meanwhile has supplied samples for test purposes to Sanyo & Toshiba, supporters 
7 oe y-cord IL system, and to Sharp, currently a fence sitter. JVC spokesman told us 


Making pe anita’ recent endorsement of JVC system was not aimed at stopping Sony's drive, but 
rith "pMatse e other producers alternative to Betamax for standard MITI is insisting upon. In fact, 
tory, as Bo ted, there could well be 2 non-compatible home VTR standards. 

Another key com any in Japanese standard struggle, Hitachi, says it’s still evaluating 
Of bam = home © situation, said it expects it will be "quite a while" before it decides on either 
SCT ee 4 °F VTR or videodisc system. On videodisc, spokesman said Hitachi has not discussed 


smiconductor laser pickup it developed for optical discs (Vol. 16:33 p9) with Dutch Philips, of- 
Hered view that Philips system may be too sophisticated for mass market production, added that 
elofunken's TED system didn't seem to fill consumer bill either. 


TANDARDS FIGHT SHAPING OVER GAMES: Before first cartridge-based video game even hits 
etail floor, games industry is warming up to question of software standards; prospects for ma- 


“ASS battle over issue appear strong. With raft of 2nd-generation microprocessor games set for 
: JVC niroduction by year end (see p. 11), several in industry are voicing hope that early standarization 
‘NO Fyill prevent extended period of confusion & dissension in field. At this point, chances of early 
greement on cartridge interface or compatibility—allowing programs of one producer to be 
‘itsapplayed on competitor's unit—appear dim. 

v 4 One of first to raise issue is Donald Schneider, pres. of Lloyd's Monte Verde Div. ‘We're 

pve erested n 2nd- and 3rd-generation games, but we'd like to see some form of standard- 
Hon 0 ‘common ground emerging."’ With range of varying or '‘oddball"’ standards for game 

cnneider said, ''market can become totally fragmented," ''This is a very volatile 

nd I for one would feel much more strongly about the strength of the market 
, ompatibility, even if I did lose some exclusivity." 


-game—was essentially: "Yes, if it's ours,” 


’ 


FUTURE: Race to hit market 
N coprocessor game is accel - 

or more firms are expected 

ated cartridge-based unit in 

e gophistica r-end. Reaction to Fairchild 
range PY soem System) at June CES is 
deo sped-UP efforts by Allied Leisure, 
gs (V ple for ie on & several others to offer more 

Y e 


BrP ga 


w 5 new games at Winter 
a en Frdpluding cartridge models, 
vrtridges, some will use other tech- 
pir. Arnold Fisher said. ''They will 

f ore than the ae 

mes will go to F in 

id eg in Feb. & March. 
mes (2- & 4-player ball-&- 
the major department stores, 
n with our 2nd & 3rd-gen- 


e 
Ca migher 52 
me.’ Fie iiverles 8 
Wee.) Sysing our first z 
nm re units) to penetra i 

ade i be ready to BO 
* 7 : es." 

aa oe how 2 advanced games at CES: Micro- 
APF Ne cali cartridges and multiple-game 

cated chip. Microprocessor game 

ag feature ''2 or 3"' built-in games 
games or models available on optional 


poceseory ware will be completed in Nov., and 


a wml probably hit market sometime in 2nd 
me 


or. 
es to hit market with micro- 

he ene i start volume deliveries 
9, re ae Unit will have 6 built-in ball-&-paddle 
ea NY a games on optional cartridges which will 
F eo Pas $8 range, Plan now calls for game to be in 
CXchailig 30 range, but Pres. Norvell Olive said final price 
CA'y Bait depend on cost of memory used. Firm will use 
lon, [utside microprocessor source, but has purchased : 
tone Bachnology "from a company already in the game field. 
fOr hy 


Others are obviously working on microprocessor 
ornit mes, and executive with leading material supplier 
i indus y told us firm is working with Magnavox, 
le-Match, Microelectronics and several others, 
We're being impressed with lead times. Everyone 

"lye talk to is pushing very hard to get something ready 
, mor the FCC as soon as possible.'' Magnavox wouldn't 
omment on plans, and Microelectronics spokesman 
id microprocessor game "‘is only in the research 
age at the present time, We may follow through 
ith something in the early spring, but right now it's 
st experimental," 
_ Semiconductor sales by U.S. companies, world- 
le, totaled $321.3 million in June, with ICs pro- 
ding $187,9 million, discrete devices $133.4 mil- 
on, WEMA reports. Bookings for month were $374 
Mion, including $226.8 million for ICs, $147. 2 
Mion for diseretes. Comparable 1975 totals aren't 

able, 


Det a ene be OR ate. 


TELEVISION DIGEST—11 
1 
ME 8 GAME PLANS: First video game to hit 
aa aeelncd ee expanding Sentinel private- 
- 162 10) app: i 
Triple Challenge ae. p10) apparently will be 


Sey plant in Jeffer I 
Magnavox won't comment, but Peivisal 18 ageacectn: 
ng used for private-label program. 
Other newcomers to 
2000 & Kings Point 
of Japan, Concept game 


end of market with 
Dealers are being offered 
V+4, at $29.95. Spokesman 
GI chip, will be imported from 
e termes Firm says 

: units by end of year. Kings 
Point unit, also 4 games with GI Blwon FCC a 
proval last week, is slated for Noy. delivery. Game 
is made in Far East, pricing not set, 


Allied Leisure (The Name of The Gam 
unit was also approved, 4-player game still pending, 
Other approvals: Dyn (Model V), Phoenix Interna- 
tional (1000 A), Atari, Unisonic (variation of Tourna- 


a ai approved earlier), E&P Electronics (Hong 
ong). 


e) 2-player 


= oe 
Matrix quadraphonic FM broadcast standard 
should be established by FCC to end industry and con- 
sumer confusion over which matrix system is best, 
CBS told agency in petition for rulemaking. CBS 
Said such confusion "is, and will continue to be, a 
seriously impeding factor" in growth of 4-channel 
stereo. CBS recommends that its SQ matrix format 
be adopted as standard, Suggests 55 kHz tone be in- 
cluded in quadraphonic broadcasts to serve -as identi- 
fication signal. Tone could also be used to switch 
properly equipped receivers automatically from 2- 
channel to 4-channel, Adoption of matrix standard 
wouldn't preclude later issuance of standards for 
more complex discrete quadraphonic broadcasts, 
CBS said. It's expected Sansui, developer of com- 
peting QS matrix system, plus those who have taken 
"discrete-or-nothing" posture on FM 4-channel, will 
oppose CBS request. ..Schwann is discontinuing spe- 
cial catalog section for 4-channel discs because of 
decline in new releases. Discs available in 4-channel 
will be specially marked in regular catalog. 


Mergers & acquisitions: Switchcraft purchased 
specialty switch business of Chicago Dynamic Indus- 
tries for undisclosed cash sum. CDI continues as 
producer of coin-op video & pinball games... Inter- 
sil & Advanced Memory agreed on merger terms 
calling for AM to issue shares worth about $17.5 
million in exchange for Intersil stock. 
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10—TELEVISION DIGEST 


CANADA'S QUARTER: Canada's total TV market, 

on new supply basis, rebounded sharply in first 
quarter, but imports reaped bulk of benefit, figures 
from Statistics Canada show. ; 

In opening period, 301,700 TVs were produced in 

Canada or imported, up 67.2% from same 1975 
quarter, with color up 52.6% to 209,900, b&w up 
114% to 91, 800. Total domestic TV proauction, in- 
cluding that of foreign-owned firms, rose 36.7 0, 

with color up 37.1%, b&w up 33.7%, At same Se 
imports jumped 94, 7%, with color rising 71. 6%, b 7 
137.6%. Imports captured 61.2% of Canada's market, 
up from 52.6% in Jan.-March last year, including 
50.4% of color, up from 44.9%, 85.8% of b&w, up 


from 77. 3%. 
Sales by domestic manufacturers failed to keep 
up with production gain. Total factory sales of 


107, 600 (excluding imports) were down 4. 1%, as 
color sales rose 0.7% to 92,600, b&w volume slumped 


25.9% to 15,000. Japan was major foreign color 
supplier to market, displacing U.S., with 43, '700 
sets, up 178.7%, though Singapore's increase of 
300. 6% to 9,900 was largest; U.S. provided 21,000, 
up 15.7%, In b&w, Japan took first place, too, pro- 
viding 26, 700, up 268.1%. Korea supplied 21, 500, 
up whopping 798.3%, while Taiwan, which dropped 
from first to 3rd in rankings, accounted for 19,100, 
up 24, 2%, 
After year's lapse, Canada has resumed reporting 
phono-only production data, an indication that at least 
3 companies are active, continues to withhold stereo- 


mono breakdown. Here are details: 


CANADIAN PRODUCTION 
(Domestic only) 
i 1st Quarter 1st Quarter 
; 1976 1975 


Meal TV. ....... 127,080 85, 600 
BEOR i108 Sure aslo ROS, OBL 75, 856 
Monochrome..... 13,029 9,744 

Total phono...... 33,485 n,a. 
radio-phono,.... 26, 941 10, 947 
phono-only.,..., 6, 544 BR, Ad 

CANADIAN IMPORTS 

Total TV ..6...55 184,665 94, 849 

PORORS i, (eens: ais & 105, 884 61, 698 

monochrome,.... 178, 781 33,151 

Home radio ....., 473, 160 270, 729 
Auto radio....... 237,884 451, 630 
Total phono .,,.., 164,923 130, 907 

radio-phono..... 143,300 122) 266 

Phono-only....., 21,623 8, 641 

Tape rec, & players. 250,986 242,312 
Transceivers.,.., — 95,952 81, 249 


: Toshiba color TY 
rae wien this year, with some 455, 000 aimed for U.S, 


hiba those shipped here, about 150 000 
tha brand, 200, 000 Sears, rest labels nm 


9 wwe 
— 2 
. Sade 4 
bce 
mS tT aie 


NOVATECH—NEW GAME N = 
at apes ‘ea mo new force : oss 
design & engineering firm cal} me pike 
ener cartridge -baseq aU Novatech fies S rile 
being readied by First Dimension or 
Firm is composed of 7 forme; pd 35 
Development Group engineers, inet ire Adve bly ie 
William Slavik, ex-Group dir. Al Uding Prete as 
Videospond program (Vol. 16:25 13) °° Ati, 
been dropped, before being laid off na Which j | 
economy move. y Adminat® ai 

Under exclusive contract with ri q # 
Novatech will develop cartridge Soa: rst Pimen . Phot 
by Slavik as "'streamlined versio, ea desert 
Use of microprocessor source, he Videospone’ 
the only real similarity." [py beginni et "ee 303 
be offered with about 20 Cartridges_;~’ S¥sten om 13h) 
each with 1-3 games, depending on n $3 ang i oft 
tem will differ from Fairchild VES Complexity ~ | gto 
number of variations and more stratery "er eatey 

. and ¢ 


oriented games," ; 
In future, Novatech wil] design i . sont 
electronic products using microproces er COnsun, se 
Dimension, including line of home Sean for %, in ¥ 

Firm also will design microproceggor 4" ial) 
for commercial & industria] appli cation oes brog 
"will see a number of companies like fo and fielg 7 
ing up in the near future," according to Slave Sprig} 
lk, 5 | 


Other Novatech execs. - Erj 

Admiral mktg. services dir. , nae ors Son, ex. “ap 
vp; Steve Morris, former business pla Sales Xe, = 
business administration & finance vp: De mgr, : 
former electrical engineering mgr, pr es Muelle, | 138 
ment vp; William Huber, former iene develo, | ™™ 
neering mgr., operations & mfg, vp: ion engi. 
& Daniel Prysby, former technical GRR Morayee 
electronic engineers, “Pecialists, 


Acquisition of MOS Technoloo 
International could see atl 8 ec mmodorg 
under Commodore brand. Mos will Bepin de Be 
of new game chip (Vol. 16:23 P9) on smal] arene 
month with full-scale deliveries in Oct Con i 
game using chip is Possibility, firm said OMModop, 
MOS will continue to serve outside market via 
game & calculator components. Acquisitio, "a 
as Commodore Subsidiary through stock a . MOS 
1s expected to take place in next few Weeks. 


for new consumer unit. Com 
pany plans to 
ae its video sales staff in 1976, In fiscal rear 
eee March 27, VideoBeam Sales totaled $10. 799. 
vs. $3, 308, 033 preceding year), loudspeaker’ 


$2,081; 629 (vs. $2,416, 341 
$1, 328, 930 ($914, 663), N° PrOduets 


in L.A, Sept. 27-30 will feature 
y ITC © Chmn. Will Leonard, who will also | 
'seminar on imports, fair trade & 


Sl 


1 
. 
) 


5% 


effective Jan. 1; Pres. 
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Trade Personals 


Irving Kessler promoted to 
RCA Electronics 4 Diversi- 

d Businesses. Koppelman, ex-Service Co. pres., ; 
wi be responsible for Distributor & Special Products; 
Kessler, ex-Govt. & Commercial Systems exec. VP, 
will supervise Commercial Communications & Govt. 
Systems Divs.; Joseph Karoly promoted from Service 
Co. consumer services vp to pres.; James Vollmer, 
ex-govt. communications systems yp-gen. mgr., 
becomes Govt. Services Div. vp-sen- Mer... 
Redecker, mktg. vp of RCA subsidiary Banquet 
Foods and one-time distributor operations staff vp, 
will become exec. vp-sales, RCA Sales Corp. 


James Tielke, ex-national mdse. mgr. for paint, 
Montgomery Ward International, named to same post 
for TV, radio, tape products & musical instruments, 
succeeding Carl Cook, promoted to exec. VPp..- Masa 


Namiki, former Sony European mktg. head, reas- 
signed to U.S, with responsibility for Betamax mktg... 


Robert Shiff, ex-midwest sales mgr., named Toshiba 
special mkts. sales mgr... Richard Verch, ex- 
Magnavox, appointed Sharp southern sales mer. 


Henry Frailey, Corning vp, moves from mfg. 
megr., Electrical Products Div., to TV products 
business mgr., succeeding John Gailey, now ma- 
terials business mgr... Richard van de Ven, ex- 
Western Electric & Reynolds Aluminum, named to 
new post, as yet untitled, in Zenith PR dept. 


Peter Davis, ex-Admiral, appointed Dynascan 
vp & Cobra Communications Div. gen. mgr... 
Richard Mackert named Radio Shack sales promotion 
coordinator; Mark Yamagata appointed tape equip- 


Julius Koppelman & 
new posts of group VPs, 


x ment & calculator buyer... Robert Santos, ex-Litronix, 


joins National Semiconductor as optoelectronic prod- 
ucts mktg. mgr.; Jeoffrey Thomas, ex-Teledyne, 
named microprocessor production mgr... Donald 
Tarver, ex-Fairchild, named mktg. dir. for Itac, 
newly formed optoelectronics producer. 


Leo Hofberg, head of London Records' Argo Sight 
& Sound import operation & chief U.S, spokesman 
for TED videodise system, leaves company in re- 
structuring. ..James Patterson advanced at BASF to 
audio products national sales mgr...B, Charles Ames, 
Reliance Electric pres., adds post of chief exec., 
succeeding Hugh Luke, retiring but continuing as 
chmn. .. Dominick Saccacio, pres, of Audio Magnetics’ 
European operations, named pres. of parent firm, 
Galef costae se 


» 
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MORE MAGNAVOX GAMES: Magnavox 
label game program —by seemingly Raine 

Sentinel group—continues to gather Sten a 
gram apparently is generating mood of 1s Ang J 
rivalry between Odyssey & Sentinel, Ouse 
tomer is General Home Products, Buy} * cug, 
which will market Wonder Wizard 3 pa eton ¢ 
fall. Identical to Odyssey 300 with e AME Uy 
cabinet, game was approved by FCC jy ion 
eral Home Sales & Mktg. Vp Richard y,,, 
us game will have dealer cost of $39, ret. t 
range (suggested list for Odyssey 300 sue | 


General Home, described by Hoc 
ing U.S. producer of shopping carts & 
ness equipment, has contract with M 
delivery of more than 100,000 games by 
and hopes to ship 125, 000-150, 000 ante Yearly . 
bution will be through drug chains, toy & Distr, z 
goods mass merchants. Other Sentine] a : : 
Gulliver Products, won FCC approval] keeak 7 
16:35 p11). Other approvals last week: 27 (Vy 
Resources Ltd. (Hong Kong), 2 games ne et ie 
deen brand; American Consumer Electy Cr Abe, & 
Master, England) one game; Phone was 
Digiteck Electronics Ltd. (Hong Kong) ; 
one; Magnavox, 2 versions of Odyssey 


tomer 


nics (Vig 
one; He 
409, Sau 
New Heath Co. game kit (Vol. 16:21 13 
need FCC approval, will hook directly ae ) does 
cuit of any Heath solid-state TV set. Sporteciil i 
game uses GI chip, offers 4 games, wij) cost tt L 
Heath stores, $50 by mail. Game takes oe es, Ronse 
assemble, can be connected to TV set in 3 mj Ours fipottont 
alligator clips to hook up video & sound bina Usiegayoe™ 
supply & ground. It will be available in Ga S, poy 


Other developments: Oki Electric (Japan) y tot 
enter video game chip market, produce 1-9 ae er 
chips by year's end... Coleco reportedly holds 9 xDUB: 
75% of Canadian game market, sells low-end T : sfilia 
in $70 range ($49-$59 in U.S.), deluxe Telsta i [ 
sic at $90... Entex will introduce 2 new caine 1, 
Jan.: 5- or 6-game ball-&-paddle unit for $50-$e “so 
single-function target game "oriented toward ids cee 


———_#}—- 

CB Scene: FCC isn't ignoring CB, will try to 
solve problems, Chmn, Wiley told group of distri 
butors & manufacturers at meeting organized by 
CEDA (Communications Equipment Distributors 
Assn). CEDA is mounting program to combat bad 
CB press, misinterpretations of recent FCC rulim 
King's Point, Realtone of Japan subsidiary, is enter 
mobile field Jan. 1 with "uniquely styled" line, ., 
Japanese suppliers are urging strong stand against 
Cancellation of 23-channel orders. "If an importer 

_ cancels his order, be prepared never to deal with 
that company again,’’ Cybernet Pres. Haruki Toma 
said at panel discussion. 

he Sony Vision" by Nick Lyons will be pub- 
d Sept. 29 by Crown Publishers ($7. 05). 


AS = 1 
‘Viek 


ea ue NK, 55, editor & co-founder of Sight & 
Keting, died Aug. 28 of heart attack in 

N.Y. He had recently been designated editor-in- 
It ~apectipdaembaadattaaes Publications’ upcoming CBer's 


‘Lert 


ha 
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dceasting, consumer electronics & allied fields 


tive gervice for bro@ 
ta 


TS: Favors mini - 


ts f FOR TV debates opening 
y and American 


REWRITE shaping up in 
jons Subcommittee. Top a 
ice begin in earnest following “ct. 


UBT as House Com- 
ancels Sept. 14-16 ses- 


DO 
toe subcommittee © e on FCC position. (P. 4) 


Bie, tos 
Woes | TO AIR, becomes primary ABC 


-TV ee in La. Operational stations now 


oer. (P- 4) 


He 


NED as House Communications 
es combined poles -forfeiture 


mBeeommittee apPTOV Continued industry 


E , 4-1 with 3 amendments. 
ort jeopardized. (P 


ul 


ne,,, Among principal points of address: 


r yet, outright abolition." 


pub. 
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NDEX OF WEEK’S NEWS 


Consumer Electronics 
ee 


Prodcast properties (within permissible limits 
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—— 


NEW CB STANDARDS under consideration as FCC 
begins tests on first batch of 40-channel units. Re- 
sults will play key role in final action on petition to 
relax receiver rules. (P. 7) 


COLOR SALES PACE quickens as selling season be- 
gins. Smash Aug. finale followed by strong Sept. 
opener, but import flood continues to push inventories 
toward danger level. Aug. sales rate down. (P. 8) 


2-HOUR HOME VTR to be marketed by JVC next 
month in Japan at $885, cassette $20. U.S. sales 
seen next year. Matsushita steps up production of 
VX -2000 to same rate as Betamax. (P. 8) Table of 
relative videotape economies. (P. 11) 


PORTABLE-TABLE SHARE of first-half color market 
rose to 71% on new supply basis. Remote featured in 
record 10. 8% of output. (P. 9) 


GAME COMMITTEE will consider software standards 
for next generation of microprocessor units. Orga- 
nizer hopes for recommendations on compatibility 
before Christmas. (P. 10) 


WARNER-ATARI DEAL gives game field needed touch 
of class, points to cable-game tie-up in future. (P. 11) 


JAPAN'S JULY EXPORTS of audio equipment to U.S. 
rose sharply for many key items. (P. 11) 


Lr 11g (HAPPY NEWS' FOR IRTS: FCC Chmn. Wiley's 3rd appearance before IRTS—which 

tors Bp Republican termed "perhaps a last turn at bat'’—pleased just about everyone in broadcaster- 
if sated audience. What pleased them most (and sole time they interrupted with applause) 

Bes this: “The last thing that we need in this country is more federal controls on programming." 


He's proud of FCC's "Aspen" decision which allowed League of Women Voters to put 
deba He favors suspension of Sec. 315, amendment to cover major party candi- 


(2) Licenses should run 5 years and there should be ''an end to the drawn-out, expensive 
ita y poin' ess comparative renewal hearing involving an incumbent licensee."' In 
mparative renewal hearings, "deck is stacked against a licensee who has acquired multiple 
“2 ues ) and who employs professional management at 
stations. Frankly, I can think of no other enterprise in this country in which an operator — 


Bi lh ea "superior') job of serving his community—runs the risk 
a Meng his opportunity to stay in business as well as most of his financial in- 


ey gat Liabilit “is economically fair and morally right."" If CATV gets copy - 


portable pt a 

COME << 27 OO 15,000 
Combination <<" °° 3, 800, 000 
Total he Pomiewu eave 679, 000 
goid-otate «0 27275. 411,00 
Remote control .-«-*° oe pase 


0 
up 1 ; 0 fol Fi 
£ = at 190, Gi. f 59. 6 oF 7 
(5.5%); 14-19" at 1, 608, 300, UP ates, ae ter 4: (74.7%), output eet 
(14,20); 25" rose ©" _.pination production edged up 4°. Of g 


8, 
= eee g00, while com 
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= der at 459 000, u ad 300, u Oke 
& -un he P ° 13-15 at 109, fon, up 51. 4% for 24. 4% (21.4%), 


23, 80 for 46. ; ay. ’1g'-&-over at 641, 


In b&w porta 


19" 15%). 
of 18 19 uP from 81%), 31. 


77.9%), 880 of 11-12" (up from 
(down from 41. 80). 


GAME STANDARDS COMMITTEE: Ad hoc committee 
to study issue of software compatibility in coming 
generation of programmable video games is being 
formed by Semiconductor Div. Mgr. Richard Bader, 
National Semiconductor. He hopes to have working 
group organized in several weeks, envisions round 
of committee & subcommittee meetings resulting 
in white paper containing recommendations by 
Christmas. Included will be execs. from primary 

manufacturers (semiconductor & electronic systems 
houses), marketing firms (Lloyd's, APF, etc.), re- 
tailers & potential software suppliers. National 

will introduce programmable game in Feb, or March, 
according to Bader, probably using non-destructible 
memory on printed-circuit "card" housed in car- 
tridge. "That's the way we think we'll go after 

a we years of thinking," Bader said, "but it could 

ys change if we come up with something better." 


SBE filed with Int 

w ernational Trade mis: 
then withdrew, unfair import vuveiiies @ome ae 
charging that scanner made by Hitachi and offered 
by Sears for $299 violates SBE's patent for card- 
reading optical tuning system. SBE said it has 
agreed tentatively to license Hitachi. 


se : 
DD 3% . 13" at 223,200, up 121.8% ¢, 310, a5, Batut 
16-17" at 225,200, down 13.9% 8.39 ws 


up 7) (6 1% ; 
or 7° \) (61,30); over -19" at 142, 300, y 


sizes was UP 2 , d dramatic | a 
t of solid-state sets jumpe ket share, up from 9.7%. Portable-ta Y Dor. ie 
In bow, 00, for 17.20 mar q ble m 
ables rose 1 to 400 at accounting for 98. 6% of new supply, up from 98. 3% ,. Sige 
0 how wt 


00. 
own from 19. 5%); 11-12" at 1,224 709" hs 


115. ty 
figures indicat 
Comparison of EIA & Commerce res are of larger-screen portable busines een 
et, captured significantly On. Jor (down from 76.4%), 62.1% of 1S 
es 12. 3% of 16-17" (up from 10.6%), solia qe 


Of = " f m 
from 70.1%), 48.97 of 14-15" (up fro ble-table, imports supplied 94.5% of 10"-&-under an 
3% of 13-17" (down from 59. 4%), 22.1% of laren 


1975 
Units % 
1, 833, 000 tot 
878, 000 87.5 . 
14, 000 32.5 
100.0 2,625,000 : 
109 
96.8 2,331,000 “0 
10.8 174, 000 85.5 


reen size shows 12'-&-under at 


> 


for 9 as 


150.9% to 2.5 million. Batte, 


& tor 4.1% (4.2%); 16-17" at 99, ne 
201, 009, 
es imports lost ground ins eal 
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GE settled FM-stereo patent suit against yo. 
not by selling license, as was indicated by GR ive 
16:18 p11), but by selling patent itself. Aceg ¢ a 
to Morse filing with SEC, it acquired patent a 
wholly owned subsidiary formed for purpose a : 
Patents, for $4.43 million, paying $1.5 milliong 
balance over next 5 years. Until paid for Re 
been reassigned to GE, which continues to colleis 
royalties ($207,000 in first quarter this year) na 
amount of annual installment, with Morse obli me 
to make up deficit if royalties fall short. As par 
deal, GE agreed to help defend against any legal 
challenge to patent, Filing shows GE had 41 r 
paying licensees, of which 40 are in Far East, vj 
ally all Japanese. Only U.S. company on stent 
RCA, There was no indication of companies whi 
may have royalty-free cross licenses. a 


U.S. citizens visiting Mexico should leave @ 
equipment at home if possible, FCC warned. It thi 
can't be done, visitors should declare equipmenta 
border, refrain from using equipment or selling} 
mabe Tadierine, Gapyatesise advised. It noted 

igners are prohibited from : mp 
sur CR te onde a m operating or . 
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a DEAL: Acquisition of coin-op & VIDEOTAPE ECONOMICS: Real measure of economy 


| oR-ATARI supplier Atari by Warner Com- in videotape recording is amount of magnetic material 
o yideo game nly lends game field needed touch required for given playing time. Sony's development 
e tions not 0 i gives Atari strong edge in of new version of Betamax machine which will provide 
nt ica etabi ily, r ridge-based market. Decision 2 hours of recording on same cassette which now 
g resPe mable, nr ed on several considerations — records for one (see p. 9) gives it almost sevenfold 
poe ail wag Dee me-cable TV marriage through advantage over standard U-Matic machine, 


Deyding proba * Cable—but primary motivation 


Warner vation that game isn't fad but Comparison below gives approximate record- 


paidiaryY determi r play times for most existin d& t - 
ut ; tems in- ; B,, PEADORS RSENS SP 
5 clearly | of emergins home video sys sumer & industrial cassette ’%& cartridge systems. 
ntegra P2 ; Cartrivision & RCA MagTape systems, for which 
gtry- - deal carries promise of siete for there are no longer any commercial plans, are in- 
For Atar : dvanced projects it couldn't finance cluded for comparison only. V-Cord I is listed in 
&D work Lathe [ can stop running around the country both skip-field & full-field modes; same machine 


Ay OW): ‘ce money and get back to SERNENE the will operate both ways. Sony's 3-hour Betamax is 
ping Se dl s. Nolan Bushnell told us. We needed _ not listed because it is said to be about 10 years in 
' 7 pany, e full pockets, and we got it. iat elves future; it would require only 6.9 sq. ft. per hour. 
Homeone Wt to do a lot of things we couldn't do. wee te: 
time the money ly, it gives Atari access to one of te ape Sq. ft. 
ne immediate ft ord distribution networks through System ips) width = hour 


psidiary WEA, providing ready-made mar- = *Sony Betamax 2-hour.. 0.79 1/2" 10.3 
yarner SU ture for game cartridges when firm intro- *JVC M-Type........ 1/94 ° 1/2" 16.7 
ting struc mmable unit—probably some time next V-Cord Il (skip-field).. 1.45 1/2" 18,2 
Iguces prost@ Sony Betamax v.24... 4:57 92/2" © 20.8 
ear. fe studying possibility of broadcasting Matsushita VX-2000 W698 2, 08 2/2" 26.2 
Warner 18 eee ne its 2-way system goes into *BASF LYN... 5 sea 480 1/4” 26.8 
gmes over ee on TV by using the cable are *RCA MagTape....... 1.53 3/4" 28.0 
¥ Spperation. we been thinking of for a couple of V-Cord Il (full-field)... 2.91 1/2" 36.5 
Something Pas Cable Chmn. Gustave Hauser said. *Cartrivision (skip-field) 3.8 12” 49,5 
a es of Atari in our family has a lot of Akai... eee eee .. 10 1/4" = 62.5 
Pithe prese necause they have a lot of capability in Philips VCR ........ 5.6 Lye" 10,0 
iy Arey Hauser wouldn't discuss details or time- U-Matie —...as°és ye ens FO 3/4" 70.3 
ip a 2-way project, stuck to previous statement EIA-J Type l........ ie ayo 85.8 | 
SF ompany is planning implementation "in a speci- ¥*Not in production, | 
je urban market.” JAPAN'S JULY: Ja . 
tnt vied J : panese July exports to U.S. of 
Both tons et ee aetateons audio equipment joined TV & CB shipments in regis- 
=p ore Pe ane ‘ give details. Total purchase tering strong gains over 1975 (Vol. 16:35 p8), Finance 
ee ig roughly $28 million, giving Warner con- Ministry totals show. 
olling interest for cash & debt. Deal is dependent Total radio shipments to U.S. for month were up 
‘approval by state of Cal, and acceptance of offer 264%, bulk of gain represented by 717% jump in auto 
9/3 of each class of company's shares. Atari, radios. Total home radios rose 61.2% to 358, 000; 
hich is moving headquarters, R&D group and 2 clock & AM-only models each posted better than 3- 
lants to Sunnyvale, Cal., had income of about $39 fold gain and FM units edged up 12.9%. Total tape 
illion in fiscal year ended May 29, earnings of equipment exports of 1.3 million were up 9. 6%, 
bout $3.5 million. with automotive units up 45% to 228,000, home models 
Other developments: FCC approved games from _—up 4.2% to 1.08 million. Radio-phonos posted 111.8% 
loyd's (Monte Verde E825A & Lloyd's E8024A), gain to 43, 700. pete gece 
tercon Mktg. Corp. (Gemini 7640) & Unisonic fa 1 tga tr 
Tournament 1000). Tournament 1000 ($99, 4 games) Units -Value($) «Unite. «= Vana) 
gins Tournament 2000, 6-game unit now being dis- a 482,083 67,621,328 181,525 22,891, 798 


@eounted at $88 in N.Y, area, as 2nd model in Uni- Serv aera "38868 Myacany 4,308.52 
Stowe at Jan, CES. Radlo Shack unveils TV Score icine mics ae gi 
HOW ’ eee ) 1} ic- -phono, mono, . ’ , 047, ¢ A ’ 

gard, $100 4-game model, in new catalog. . . GI Maher combs gs 286,850 11,772,724 483,512 19,921, 907 
yill show new game chips (Vol. 16:34 p11), including ete. Hie See ee ee 
Ball & Paddle II & tank-battle chips, at Wescon/76- oO aes me Oe he een 

1L.A. this month... Frost & Sullivan study projects es , } 


39-million electronics game market, including 
Phome & coin-op segments, by 1985, 


——_-—— ? 
Morse withdrew $9.6-million N, Ver : 
ourt action against Soundesign (Vol. 16:29 


} Sey ae € 
of * . - 
oh “cy 


erms of settlement of suit, in which Morse charged — ot 
nder, theft of trade secrets and unfair itainaclk Lar : 
en't disclosed, Ss IEE SR air et Sree 
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1 2—TELEVISION DIGEST 


Trade Personals 


ennerstrand advanced at BSR 


Audio Dynamics, we Timoth 
ns as pres:; mothy 
who resig patie oe" gion 
upervisor 
Rich 


duties 0 
McLoughlin succeed 

megr.; William Washburn promo 
to mgr. of purchasing; replacin 
Steininger advanced from east re 


s mer. 
= 4 ynational 


an Inte 
ced at Harma® 7.8. dis- 


ment mgr. .- _Robert ’ 
Sharp as Professional Products Dept. mgr, 


ing Ed Cote, resigned. 
Clifford Matthews, Hallicrafte 

to pres. of parent Breaker Corp. succeed 

Melnor, now gen. mgr- of Video De 

Dimension. . . Robert Lynch, 


Electronics Div. gen. mgr.; named Vp. ++ ? 
ckwell from financial analysis 


Palma advanced at Ro r 
vp to finance vp & chief financial officer, succeeding 


Robert Rice, resigned. 
William Boss, RCA Consumer Electronics VP, 
& John Hollands, BSR (U.S.) pres-, are expected to 
be elected respective chmn. of EIA Video & Audio 
Divs. at Sept. 27-30 convention in L.A., succeeding 
Walter Fisher (Zenith) & John Kearney (ex-Sony); 
Boss will also succeed Fisher as CEG chmn..- . Ed- 
ward Khoury, pres. of Capitol Records Music Den 
(retail stores), adds post as Capitol Magnetics pres., 
succeeding Tony Cunha, now vp of parent corp.-- 
Eugene Tangney promoted at RCA to Distributor & 
Special Products Div. industrial relations vp. 


| Yoichi Nakase named Kenwood senior vp, heads 

west coast operations; William Kasauga assumes 
same post in N.Y... Virgil Stout appointed electronics 
science & engineering R&D mgr. at GE's Schenectady, 
N.Y. R&D Center, succeeding Robert Pry, resigned... 
Robert Knowles named Fuji Photo Video Tape Div. 
Rocky Mountain mgr... Cheryl Druck appointed Uni- 
versity Sound sales admin. supervisor. 

——_ 


CB Scene: Tenna Corp. will 
, supply Lincoln- 
percha ahd of Ford with volraitabis Uae CB 
pie oe or use as optional equipment on 1977 
Peg Mark IV models, Ford recently signed 
aire Pee. for underdash CBs (Vol, 16:30 
pit). .Kokusat Electric, Hitachi affiliate ‘will 
pe + 00 ad ee CBs monthly for bees 
hesctngoe 2 dg ee. bbe production to 15-20 000 
pene last year ih, tes sie waht chee Hatt 
| to Halicratters. Breaker brand will Sane a 
Ete ing provera. tude iad 


model line of : rt 


ie és 


rife’ 


: “oni -- arms, including Olympic. He joined 


Financial Reports of TV-Electronics 


These are latest reports as obtained dur; 
indicates information not available at press < past meet 
in dollars. Parentheses denote loss. ME. Amount, sent 


iy - 

Company & Period Reve ss 
ATaT A 
1976-year to Aug. 31 ‘iy 


1975-year to Aug. 31 277,789,337 ony 
1976-qtr. to Aug. 31 8,309 203 000 


1975-qtr. to Aug. 31 7,299,688 009 
Communi cations Properties 


1976-9 mo. to July 31; 16.6 
1975-9 mo. to July 31° ie Ge 
1976-qtr. to July 31 5-823 769 
1975-qtr. to July 3] 4°500°77¢ 


Harvey Group 
1976-26 wk. to July 3] 


15 
1975-26 wk. to Aug. 2| »794,000 


International Rectifier Ooe pro? 
1976-year to June 27 58.6 a 
1975-year to June 29° ee el 11 757 oneal el 

MPO Videotronics 7720 pes 
1976-9 mo. to July 31 13,856,334 *| a gion! 
1975-9 mo. to July 31 9,066 .595 477,20 | 9 potin 

Outlet (203, o5p)| aes 
1976-6 mo. to July 31 63.83 “| 

a . 2,887 
1975-6 mo. to Aug. 2 48,277,594 959 og | I Fcc 
1976-qtr. to July 31 33,411,215 1,213,604 | pres 
1975-qtr. to Aug. 2 26,516.28) 559. 40> i pect 

Tektronix BA2 72 ¥ rem! 
1976-12 wk. to Aug. 21 89,543,000 | 14 
1975-12 wk. to Aug. 23 74,858,000 8,419, oy NRB 
Wells, Rich, Greene 5,760,009 | 3 ject 
1976-9 mo. to July 31 21,638,000 ‘TEN 
1975-9 mo. to July 31 207880 00 707,154), gine 
1976-qtr. to July 31 7172 Ons 887'¢o) | 
1975-qtr. to July 31 67239 boy 5 oe | a 

> ] iy 
‘| lest 


TV safety standard i 

house development of en stentiart et 

Product Safety Commission to adopti mee 
as recognized voluntary standard stil a i 
weighed by commissioners, CPSC alee i 
— indicated there is strong staff fies . 
Mae are Pi bg but said commissioners il 
/ terran ion of their views or when the mt 
eee Sion. By regulation, CPSC wa 7 

completed analysis of UL's sta da 
ae version and dchedsl aa 
pt. 7. Feeling in industry that CPsc slteaigl 


P 
neonate ocean 78, co-founder & honoray 
Osi F Electronics, died Sept, 10in 
| ee surgery. Resident of Tokyo since 
where : establi tablished jewelry export business, 
ay, which supplied U.S. consumer 


urs mM procurement chief, was 
¢. He lived in Hawaii during 
vors include brother Alber, 


ConsuUMer 
©CLeCtTronics 


23) vitative service for broadcasting, consumer electronics & allied field 
4 re) : A 
rare rview with new RCA Pres. Edgar H. Griffiths. 


5 seu ine 
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Consumer Electronics 
Sn a cin ae gene 


mine 
24g 
. & *, gap. ‘The Commis- "PROFITABILITY 
i 97-min. gap : : IS KEY' to R eae 
75) TE pLAGUED eae 315,' Van Deerlin charges, philosophy. Interview tadieaien Se ont Griffiths 
77! re mediately ground to halt follow- itable even if industry sales drop. (Pp oO 
7 eh debate Nationwide TV audience. (P. 1) SIRAGUSA BACK ne eee 
ity | epetine jo to ee a 
aii oss of audi LE HEARING: Commission Chicago branch: ion acquisition of RCA 
sm Subcommittee. First fruits ex- iS pres. (P. 9) 
359,24, ERC’ , pro-ca ev says » restrictions a 
13a | ipessed PY he dishes. Wiles vd _ ayer amatonale QUOTA petition filed with ITC by 
Sede ed -S ne under study. (P. ee with outside support only from Sylvania 
42, | moved. 9 WELL SPENT" although there's ob- prague. ({P. 10) 
19,99 yan 2 radio associations. McLaurin oe ay eUC REJECTS CB units for failing stiff new receiver - 
0a on to 2 a eventually. Summers denies radiation standard. Test 30 of 78 units submitted. 
| ifr panelists not toappear. (P. 5) Suppliers admit some don't meet new rules. (P. 11) 
. pgsure 
1514 5 eepres> FINE and pole attachment 
a ae S CABLE : ea ee St ICATA MATSUSHITA VTR cassette playing time extended to 
na) a jation in Okla. political ploy ens ; nna hours from 100 min. Sony will have industrial Beta- 
3 Sain livid. (P- 5) max in 2 versions early next year. Hitachi considers 
D iG ' FOR BLACKS: New group is out- still another videocassette format. (P. 12) 
~~ ' S NAB seminar for black owners. Wiley dis- 


| for its own black conference. (P. 6) NEW ZENITH TUBE & Corning bulb run into unanti- 
ie. Beoses FCC plan Ne ; cipated start-up problems. Second size may be de- 
Bert OVERHAUL: House okays revision bill, layed. (P. 13) 


=". ith Senate. (P. 6) ¥ 

sac it to conference W bm PIONEER SALES in U.S. soared 64% to $148 million in 
op WARS CONTINUE, this time at London's IBC, fiscal 9 months, prospectus shows. U.S. speaker 

TR shawine portable 1-in. teleproduction unit, plant planned. Sony reports record profits for 3rd 

m demonstrating stop-action version. (P. 7) quarter, 9 months. (P. 13) 


RATE PLAGUED BY 27-MIN. GAP: ''The Commission has been had,"’ House Communications 
ommittee Chmn. Van Deerlin (D-Cal.) told us, commenting on FCC's 1975 decision to exempt 
litical debates from equal time requirement when staged by 3rd party (Vol. 15:39 pl). "If 

23 debate] was a bona fide news event, they wouldn't have left the 2 candidates standing 

sre like statues in a wax museum for half an hour's time. They would have completed the de- 
te before the live audience." 


League of Women Voters’ exemption is "nothing less than a fraud," he said, referring to fact 
it debate between President Ford and Gov. Carter immediately ground to halt following loss of 
fio signal to nationwide TV audience. Debate didn't resume for 27 min., when audio resumed, 

ring that time, candidates shifted nervously, speaking not a word to each other, while engi- 

fs attempted frantically to find problem. Van Deerlin implied that FCC decision was at least 
responsible for ABC pool's technical problems, since it forced network to set up cam- 

Philadel at ia's Walnut St. Theater, rather than in network studio, added: 

nent except for announcements before and after the debate. The net- 

i to we d theater" simply to establish that League is de- 
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pour cassette will be 
stage  « 

hita’s tow-s jeod Vi 

we've learned, Longe st- 

» has 100- 

~V~ 


Two 


ANOTHER 2-HOUR VTR: 

introduced soon for Matsus 
S008 ideovassette recor 
playing cassette for this Mma 


wer, 
shine current! = 
“ Mi te intt 

x ) swe Quasar plans 
min, VX-2000 deck is the « . presultahly a chout 


\ rS& near year's end, and at 
Saene will be available by that tine. a aak ey 
time was achieved by using thinner pein Mech 28 
from Tokyo earlier this manth bulicatee “ 
was working on 2-hour easeette (Vol. 10:57 Ps . 

: Sony America, meanwhile, potified thong 
video dealers that industrial versions oF t ney e 
play-only & player-recorder with tuner a? “as WS 
introduced in Jan. or Feb, They'll differ jhe 
sumer model and will be tntended to comp eee 
the U-Matic.”’ Sony marketing bulletin saw _ son 
tential for Betamax in corporate & private v * 4 
networks, education & training, limited poten a 
broadcasting & teleproduction. r said duplicate 
for Betamax tapes (s now in distribution, 


More programming ventures for Betamax ares 
due soon. Ih addition to Sony -Para mount test ( a8 
16:32 p9) and venture into Betamax programming \ 
Teletronics International with MGS ser ices (Vol. 
16:8 p8), Billboard reports Sports World Cinema, 
Salt Lake City, plans to offer 37 hours of sports 

rogramming for eale or rental. Videoplay Report 
newsletter says 2 Betamax duplicators have been sold 
to Magnetic Video Corp., Farmington, Mich,, one to 
Sony -Teletronics venture S/T Videocassette. Both 
publications say Sony is being cooperative with all 
would-be Betamax programmers. 


Another—and 5th—home videocassette system 
may be introduced in Japan. Hitachi is developing 
recorder (working name, "AC-4") with extremely 
compact one-hour 2-reel cassette of 1/2" tape, 
smaller than any introduced to date. Company hasn't 
decided whether to market machine. Meanwhile, 
Hitachi subsidiary Maxell says it's negotiating with 
Sony to produce Betamax cassettes, could have prod- 
uct in Jan. 


’ 


Record-&-play MDR magnetic videodisc, de - 
seribed in (hese pages for first time in 1973, is 
scheduled to be demonstrated again at Videom in 

' | Cannes this week. Videom press release says player 
& dises will be introduced in German & French mar- 
kets “during the 3rd quarter,” which presumably 
means this week. 


"World's lowest cost, highest performance" 2- 
Me color camera was announced by JVC for mar- 
keting in Jap ‘ly Dec. Designed for home use 

80 3 recorde (Vol, 16:38 pd), 
St uD Semi-proafee- 
=p 8 ofes 
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Harman International gave PAS grant for TV speed 
_ Barry 8. Truman Plain Speaking" 


at 
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ADVERSARY LICENSE DEAL; Nation bs 
ductors 3-game Adversary Will show wy .. 
market under different habe with Uiffereng. Wy 
under Heensing agreement with Iitereon bk 
subsidiary of Philippines-based Intereg, Ro ; 
miereen will supply Fried Trading G4 with ae 
games using Adversary Circuitry @ ohty thi 
aleo has tentative agreement to suppiy Ph . 
with Advergary game (Inte pean Already n 
Phone-Mate with Zonk game using Gy chip) ‘ 
. 
Tw versions of Adversary Ger 
Color (8100) will be produced in Phitinn ha 
in Hong Kong by Intercon jolat-ventype pay 
tronie Resources, Both have been AD PrOVed a 
Intercon Pres, Ramon Torres said tips Ra WYP 
arrive In U.S, from Far East Oet, wo, Y to 
tion will begin ih mid-Oet. in plant in Cam + Bey 
Intercon has been major supplier ta Canedin 
making GI games for Glory Tone, tea (Wels . 
tronies) & Unitrex, YB 


Meanwhile, FCC approved 
Electronics (Hong Rone) game 
and one Radio Shack game, Calfay i« enter! 
ket with 4-eame BRaz-A-Tel using GI ehip My Nay 
proved unit is made in Hone Kong Dealer 
$39, 75 in lots of 1,000, retail price in $40.59 
Firm hopes to ship 25,000 in time fo) Christ 
season... Radio Shack came (Vol, 14.99 pit) ae 
supplied by Microelectronics under $6. Bm 
private-label deal involying 125.150, 909 units, 
Microelectronics spokesman said Radio Shack: 
is Similar to firm's Ricochet unit, that other . 
label customers are being cultivated, 


fi Versiona of ’ 
Previously apigagy 


> 

Ad notea: RCA corporate account res 
J.W,. Thompson, which lost 2 RCA Ty 
Banquet Foods in last 2 years... GR 
Ballard Little for $300, 000 trade ‘Try 
tains Grey for consumer ads, . » Sharp will sponds 
$3 million, mainly on spot TV, in its first major 
national campaten. .. Magnavox will use Toweh * 
to Touchdown" as theme for contest promotion iw 
15-Dee, 24. Prizes inelude ratios, blankets, haa 
phones. Grand prizes are 10 ty ips to Super Bow 
30 encyclopedia sets...IVC Induatries (video om 
ment) appoints Michel-Cather, former Sony vide 
agency, replacing Philip Stowe} Co.,, which con 
tinues on IVC America (consumes electronies) 
count. JVCI says it has $2-million budget, al 
evenly divided for ads & promotion Svivanta fal 
howspaper campaign for G'T-Matic color calls 
$1-million outlay by Sylvania & distributors... 


ace Ovltts 
appoints Law 
ivy ount, j ‘ 


Hitachi launel 
200M CuMpPaign, all print, for color TY, 
Magazines through Dec,, call sets? 

emp asize low power drain, cool a mM 


> 
—Mathe: has received $1-«million loank 
Ctric, its aupplier of 12" baw sali, 
el ineable percentage of big- ' 
Well af audio products, CM is 
aol & color TY combination & 
ite ‘ anles are Wi 2" 8 
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, State & Trade Nezo- ball CS comibieations, bersams = color ss. Micr= 


oe S06 6 VIOLENCE: Not cncuch is now known of effects of TV ads on children tw fcr - 


gecual sciesfists tas concluded in draft report prepared for Netiom:l Science Found - 
an Ties SSF%s $125,000 effort to determine wiat is known of effects & TV 2c 
iow kes ended im outline for further research. NSF commissiomed study in Auz. 1975 2: 

fed! thes PTC Cin. Lewis Eneman: project mer. is Aspen Imstitute’s Richard Adler 


act regulatory policy, but problem is not as bed as some critics charge, crop of 


iS sa00 review of all available research found paucity of studies, characterized by 
iiguees evidence & conclusions. Further, croup noted in draft conclusions. few 
Mul in policymaking. For example, study recommending different policies 
[age levels would be “impractical for 2 mass medium.” 
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Trade Personals 
trees * Se 
Semiconductor Systems 


ialek National r 
Div as mgr., adds same post for pany fs 
Products Div., succeeding agen ae cele 
»x-Admiral, © 

Thomas Conley, ex-A » APP tes 
sion sales vp; David Dalva, Greer Br taba’ 
joins as ad dir. with responsibility eeae Ore 
& sales promotion... Franklin ans TE Cae 
International vyp-controller, advan ST apakatit 
sumer Electronics Products Busine 
America area mgr. Bt 

Fred Schrantz promoted at Magnavox “ ~ in 
nancial analysis & budgeting dir. to pars ne 
troller... William Hegyi, ex-Capehart, na 
Juliette Far East purchasing dir.. - Kevin mei : 458 
ex-Quasar, joins Sharp as eastern sales mgr., 


ceeding Frank Huber, advanced to national anes 
mgr. ..James Nichols promoted at Radio Shack fro 


south-central mgr. to div. mgr., responsible for 
south & south-central regions. 

Arthur Kelly appointed Amperex Tube nie? = 
mgr., succeeding Vp Hubert van Meurs, named gen. 
mgr. of new Smithfield (R, 1.) Div., formed to pro- 
duce magnetrons for microwave ovens; Thomas 
Devlin advanced at Amperex/Ferroxcube from west 
area sales mgr. to OEM gen. sales mgr., succeeding 
Kelly... Richard Hasselman, ex-HEI, appointed 
Globe- Union Centralab Diy, mktg. vp, post held on 
interim basis by Vp-Gen. Mgr. James Wolfe. .. Wolf- 
gang Herde, former Siemens motor works gen, mgr., 
shifts to Siemens U.S. as engineering & mfg. vp; 
Joseph Ref appointed Components Group applications 


engineering mer. 

Robert Schwartz, ex-Monolithic Memories, ap- 
pointed Teledyne Semiconductor Div. operations 
megr.; John Lemons, ex-Signetics, appointed engi- 
neering dir...Charles Von Urff, ex-National Semi- 
conductor, joins General Instrument Microelectronics 
Div. as telecommunications product line mgr., new 
post... Van Lewing, ex-Mostek, joins Fairchild Mi- 
crosystems Div. as microprocessor component mktg. 
mer. 

Phil Love advanced at Royce to national accounts 
mgr. in new field sales & mktg. operation. New 
region mgrs.: John Finlay, ex-Audiovax (East), Ed 
Herald, ex-Midland (Central), Roy Meyers, ex- 

. Mobile Radio Communications (West), .. Rex Isom 
| retired RCA Records chief engineer, elected AES. 
pres., succeeding Duane Cooper, U. of Ill. 


1 Productions, 


Financial Reports of TV-Electronics ¢, 


These are latest reports as obtained during pas, 
indicates information not available at press time Ane Week 
3 u 


in dollars, Parentheses denote loss nts "Pre sang 
Company & Period Revenues 
Cablecom-Genera] 
1976-9 mo. to Aug. 3] 19,826,942 
1975-9 mo. to Aug. 31 17 ,887 ,402 181, 3y38 
1976-qtr. to Aug. 31 7,709,283 0735 
1975-qtr. to Aug. 31 6,975,546 | 1 oat ' 
Chyron ve 56] 
1976~year to June 30 3,381,892 | 
1975-year to June 30 2,779,242 oaseite! 
Curtis Mathes ) 5676 
1976-qtr. to Aug. 3) 10,400,553 | wi 
1975-qtr. to Aug. 31 | 8,287,129 $54 569 
331 4 
National Semiconductor AD 


112,077,000 


82,386,000 | =’s/2s000 


1976-16 wk. to Sept. 19 
1975-16 wk. to Sept. 21 


- 2,24 ' 009 
Teletronics | ! 
1976-year to June 306! 9,317,000 : 
1975-year to June 30 8,582 000 857,009 | 
aes : TES oy ° 94 009 : 


Notes: * includes special credit. DE ully dilaton ‘ 

———_SS: "Rest 
[= 
CHRISTMAS CATALOGS: New Private-brang » 
games, under-$200 CB combinations ang 815 

ductions on color sets are offered in Christa 
books of 3 major catalog houses. Catalogs a Sale 
give more space to consumer electronics thant al} 
year. Penney lists 4 TV sets (none in 1975) last 
Penney & Ward offer games for first time in and 


mas books. 


e in hrig, 


Games: New names include Penney's "Ty pu 
& Ward's Challenge Il. "TV Fun,” at $59 88 ante. 
game in Penney's book, is made by APF which 
markets virtually identical game under aa TVR 
Games name. Challenge II (made by Mirco) & Oe 
sey 400 are highest-priced offered by Ward at bi 
Others include private-brand Video World of 3. i. 
cut $10 from fall book to $57.88, APF's TV Rm 
Game, $69.88, & Odyssey 300, $70. Sears is ¢ 
ing with Atari's line of Pong games—sold under 
umbrella Tele-Games name—but new book offers ¢ 
models as opposed to one last year: 2 versions of 
Super Pong IV (2 handheld remote controls $79, 4 
controls $99); Pong IV, $65: Hockey Pong, $70, 


CB: Emphasis is on combination & nit 
and low prices from all 3 cbviondly rancoa 
clear out 23-channel CBs by year's end. Penney } 
sliced $120 from "69-channel" under -dash Pin 8 
jl aropping price to $199, and Sears showedn 
ge n-dash CB-FM-AM, complete with car ms 
* Year installation chart. Ward dropped $31 fin 
are ation unit to $217.88, cut prices $20-$50 

G@, Royce, private-brand 23 -channel CE 
yc 
is offers 5 color sets, including? 
a aie n $50. Penney cut dries 7 
Matsushita) $40 to $260 an 
13" at $270, down $25, 


i 
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CES TO VEGAS: In one of those Consumer Elec- 
tronics Show-biz twists which have become so famil- 
iar, EIA Consumer Electronics Group board voted to 
hold 1978 CES 2nd week of May at Las Vegas Con- 
vention Center, which will have been expanded to 
700, 000 sq. ft. of exhibit space. Compromise be- 
tween April date proposed by some audio exhibitors 
and traditional mid-June timing struck responsive 
chord in survey of exhibitors, EIA/CEG Senior Staff 
Vp Jack Wayman told us. 


Change of venue to Las Vegas, probably May 9- 
12, puts show one week after Newcom, May 2-4, 
move which was applauded by Newcom in press re- 
lease. Since Las Vegas in May often is scene for 
major TV manufacturers' new-line unveilings, CES 
could attract some who attend those showings. New 
date & site obviously is intended to wipe out Snitow 
Organization's Audex audio show, which has first 
edition scheduled for April 1977 in Las Vegas. Snitow 
said plans for 1978 show "will depend to a large ex- 
tent on how successful the 1977 show is." 


CES in 1979 will be held in Chicago in May or 
early June, could alternate between there & Vegas 
annually if 1978 event is successful. Harman Inter- 
national's Irving Stern, who had been pressing for 
separate audio-only show, endorsed new CES con- 
cept. Wayman said Winter CES would "continue as 
long as it's viable.'' Apparently it will be quite viable 
next Jan., with 317 exhibitors signed up. 


Meanwhile, CEG is campaigning to increase 
membership of its Audio & Video Divs. Non-mem- 
bers Hitachi & Curtis Mathes were represented at 
recent L.A. EIA convention. Other companies ruled 
eligible to join Video Div. (bylaws provide members 
must have U.S. manufacturing facilities) are Toshiba 
& Sanyo (latter's Fisher subsidiary already is EIA 
member). With BSR's John Hollands as new chmn., 
Audio Div. is expected to seek broad expansion in 
both component & mass-market manufacturer mem- 
bership. . 

"Talking Machine" is latest Sony product, brain- 
child of Honorary Chmn. & founder Masaru Ibuka, 
who made detailed study and wrote book on pre-school 
foreign-language training. Machine is battery-pow- 
ered device into which child inserts colorful illus- 
trated card, which moves from right to left, pro- 
viding 6 sec. of audio—such as pronunciation of 
word in English and its use in sentence. Machine 
is priced about $50, magnetic-striped cards about 
30¢ each currently but scheduled to go down. Sys- 
tem will be used in Iranian education program. 

Sony plans to give away technical knowhow to develop- 
ing countries, permitting them to set up Talking 
Machine factories as part of electronics vocational 
training. In tests of 2 Japanese pre-school groups, 
each of which was taught 18 English words over 2- 
week period, teacher-trained group scored 32%, 
machine-taught group more than 70%. Ironically, 
Ibuka found the "English" word most widely recog - 
nized by Japanese children was "'Quintrix'"—trade- 
name for Matsushita's color tube—thanks to TV 
commercials. 


ITA will publish French edition of its News Digest 
for European professionals & consumers. 


OCTOBER 11, 1976 


WARWICK TAKEOVER TERMS: Definitive terms 
for Sanyo of Japan's purchase of Warwick's TV busi- 
ness, announced last week, provide for reduction of 
some $700, 000 to $10.3 million for Whirlpool's 57% 
interest in operation, compared with $11 million 
Sanyo was to pay under preliminary agreement re- 
vealed last April (Vol. 16:18 p§8). 


As now planned, Warwick will assign TV busi- 
ness, consisting mainly of Forrest City, Ark. plant, 
to new subsidiary called Sanyo Mfg. Corp. SMC 
stock will be spun off to present Warwick holders. 
Sanyo has agreed to buy Whirlpool's holdings at $4.16 
per share, make public holders offer of $4.43 per 
share. Originally, Sanyo was to pay $4.43 for all 
Shares. Unchanged is intention of Sears, Warwick's 
major TV customer, to retain its 25% interest in 
operation. Warwick will continue in organ business. 
If all.public shares are tendered, package will cost 
Sanyo $13.8 million. Full price is $18.3-$18.6 mil- 
lion, depending on value assigned to Sears holdings, 


As part of arrangement, Warwick will be for- 
given $10-million short-term debt by Whirlpool and 
%6 million of $15-million loan from Sears. That $16 
million will be treated as addition to capital, off- 
setting Warwick's present (through first half) $12.3 
million negative net worth. SMC will assume respon- 
sibility for remaining $9 million of debt to Sears, as 
well as obligation for development bonds on Forrest 
City plant. Warwick holders & Justice Dept. still 
must approve deal. Depending on speed of latter, 
transaction could be completed by year end. 


IMPORT IMPACT AID: Import adjustment assistance 
is being sought from Labor Dept. (LD) for some 300 
who lost jobs when Admiral closed Shelbyville, Ind. 
TV -stereo cabinet plant Oct. 1 (Vol. 16:36 p9), as 
well as for ex-employes at National Beryllia's sili- 
con wafer facility in Plumsteadville, Pa., agency 
said. 


LD also announced it approved help for former 
workers at Indiana General's Oglesby, Ill. DC motor 
plant, rejected assistance for those who lost jobs 
at Burndy's Toledo printed-circuit board plant. In 
IG case, LD said that following 8-week strike in 1974 
company began transferring DC motor operation to 
new Mexican border plant, completing shift and 
closing Oglesby last Aug. LD said all IG motor 
orders are now filled from Mexico. In Burndy turn- 
down, LD said it found company consolidated circuit- 
board production in Milford, Conn. because of busi- 
ness lost to domestic competitors and that imports 
were not significant factor in market here. 


————#—__—-— 


Game Plans: Warner Communications com- 
pleted purchase of Atari (Vol. 16:37 p11), ac- 
quiring 100% of common and preferred stock for 
cash & debt worth approximately $28 million... 
Lafayette offers Atari & Unisonic games (both $80) 
plans to add APF unit later...Tatwan will emerge 
as world leader in games within next few years, 
according to Jerry Coan, Far East sales dir. of 
GI Hong Kong. Coan says world-wide production 
in 1976 will hit 4 million units, with 3 million pro- 
duced in Orient. 
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» FCC NEARS CB DECISION: FCC is scheduled to act 
) this week on petitions asking relaxation of new 40- 
channel receiver radiation standard and urging delay 
in entire 40-channel plan. Staff recommendations 
from Chief Engineer's Office and Safety & Special 
Radio Services Bureau were sent to commissioners 
late last week, and both issues are on Commission's 
Oct. 13 agenda. Spokesman for Chmn. Wiley said 
both are considered "'critical,'' that decision should 
come by Oct. 14 atlatest. There's remote possibil- 
ity of delay, he said, but "every reason to believe 
we will have a decision by the 13th." 


Tight security has been clamped on recommend- 
ations (''millions of dollars are involved in this de- 
cision," staffer in Chief Engineer's Office said.), and 
one source at FCC refused even to say whether they 
could be considered controversial. "If I answer that, 
you might get a clue."’ Recommendation from MST 
(Assn. of Maximum Telecasters) petition for recon- 
sideration of expansion order (Vol. 16:37 p7) was 
put together by Safety & Special, with advice from 
Chief Engineer, and receiver radiation recommen- 
dation was formulated by Chief Engineer. ‘Both 
bureaus are in complete agreement on both recom- 
mendations,'’ spokesman said, 


Receiver radiation test was conducted on 102 
CBs submitted for type-acceptance and certifica- 
tion, and FCC labs had received total of 120 new 
40-channel CBs by week's end. Other tests con- 
ducted on 102 CBs included transmitter harmonic 
radiation test (60 dB) and receiver antenna RF 
output test (2 nanowatts). 

—————— 


First Dimension is dropping plan to market $40 
game, which would have been lowest in industry, and 
hopes to introduce 6-game, 4-player color micro- 
processor unit at $100 by year's end, Mktg. Exec. 
Vp Barry O'Connell said at briefing in N.Y. It's been 
learned firm has trimmed marketing staff in economy 
move. Company declined to give details, but John 
Hooker, Tenn. politician & financial promoter, has 
joined firm as chmn. Also new at FD is Exec. Vp 
Gene Dibble, best known for association with Muham- 
med Ali Enterprises. O'Connell said FD should tie 
with Coleco for 3rd place this year, trailing first- 
place Magnavox & Atari. 


CB Scene: RCA expands 23-channel line, adds 2 
PLL units under CB Co-Pilot brand at $175 & $180 
(shown at CES in prototype form) and 3 accessories: 
98'' mobile antenna ($20), 3 1/2"' external speaker 
($7.50), 5" PA hailing speaker ($13)... Fannon/Cour- 
ier offers 3-option plan to purchasers of 23-channel 
rigs —40-channel with list price of at least $130 for 
$69 additional, no trade-in required; 2nd 23-channel 
unit priced at $155 for $50; 40-channel conversion on 
selected 23-channel PLL models. ..Midland switches 
ad account from Travis/Walz/Lane to Brewer Ad 
div. of Y&R. 


Poland's bill for color TV production equipment 
& technology from France's Thomson-Brandt will be 
about $20 million, not $2 million as indicated here 
last week (Vol. 16:40 p11). 
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COMPONENT IMPORTS: Imports of electronic com- 
ponents & accessories posted strong gains in first 
half 1976, reflecting industry's production increases 
from year earlier, Commerce Dept. totals show. 
Total value of selected component imports was $739. 7 
million, up 30.9%, including 53.9% jump to $170. 6 
million for TV parts and 78.2% increase to $11.6 
million for picture tube parts, neither shown in table 
below. 


Increases for TV-related components included 
40.4% for value of deflection parts, 247.5% for 
antennas, 359.1% for picture tubes, 75.7% for tuners— 
7. 7-million total was enough to provide 2 for every 
set made in U.S. 


Total speaker imports of 29.9 million were up 
129.3%, as all 3 classifications at least doubled— 
ICs rose 26%, transistors 47.3%, capacitors at 1.1 
billion & resistors at 2 billion both were up more 
Sore 100%. Lone loser was receiving tubes, down 
5.4%. 


In accessories, radio antennas soared 401%, 
microphones 152.7%, with both gains likely related 
to CB boom. Amplifier imports were up 82.3%. 
Here are details: 


U.S. COMPONENT IMPORTS 


First Half First Half 
1976 1975 
Units Value($) Units Value($) 
Pic, tubes, color. 68,298 4,252,040 22,560 1,526,446 
Pic. tubes, b&w. . 169,833 1,365,668 29, 304 515, 096 
TV Cie rs: os 5 7,695,971 43,704,387 4,377,691 27,110,952 
TV antennas .... 3,539,020 3,080, 319 1,018, 452 1, 620, 888 
TV deflection parts =~ 25,563, 458 — 18, 213, 731 
TV cameras, color 3,829 9,391,174 4,558 9,189,330 
TV cameras, b&w 22,837 4,298, 865 23,922 6,372,184 
Radio antennas... 6,569,811 19,542,558 1,311,172 2,116,234 
Microphones.... 3,733,871 8,912,017 1,477,400 4,585,273 
Audio amplifiers . 771,735 15,088, 825 423,366 12,410,047 
Spkrs., unenclosed 17,281,483 21,804,617 7,839,361 9,276,676 
Spkrs., lone, encl. 10,432,900 23,422,951 3,320,864 8,124,045 
Spkrs., mult., encl. 2,166,255 10,555,776 1,870,295 6,616,910 
Receiving tubes . . 24,146,722 12,098,841 25,537,333 11, 839,347 
ROI, 5: Sim de. os 6 561,021 369, 942 445,211 261, 480 
Transistors*.... 634, 892 64, 447 430,989 63, 967 
Fixed capacitors*. 1,039,588 97, 102 508, 052 34, 004 
Variable capacitors* 177,176 5, 289 45,082 3,628 
Fixed resistors*.. 1,904,057 15, 887 903, 996 9,425 
Variable resistors* 104,751 11, 007 75,100 6,988 
*Units & value in 1, 000s. 
————_ fiir 


"Home TV Programmer" is name chosen by RCA 
for first video game. It has applied to FCC for type 
approval, will submit model later this month. Plans 
call for limited production beginning in Dec. at RCA 
facilities, introduction on regional basis during Jan. 
and national distribution later in 1977. Game will 
use 1802 COSMAC microprocessor, supplied by RCA 
Solid State Div., along with single-chip input -output 
circuit which will be made available at $8-$10 to other 
producers in Jan. 


Consumer plans to buy color TV in next 6 months 
rose in July-Aug. to 6% from 5.3% in May-June, but 
were down slightly from 6.2% year earlier, accord- 
ing to Conference Board. Plans to buy b&w dropped 
to 1.5% from 2% in May-June, 2.1% year earlier. 
Buying Plans Index & Consumer Confidence Index 
were 106 & 86.8, both unchanged from May-June. 
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; Sega Enterprises 


sen © Madman is m 


tradename Muntz and the uJ 
poe be Sega won't let him use his "own name. 

Sega, the Gulf & Western subsidiary which ee 
chased assets of Muntz Home Theatre (V . one 
p9), has redesigned product, renamed it Sega 
and is actively seeking distributors 
first full-page trade ad is aimed at 
calling projection ‘mext logical step int ane 
of TV" for replacement market, promises ee 
ticket profit margins, cO -op adve ising, ‘pro ‘ . . 
delivery and an equitable 2-step distribution plan. 

Sega has 2 separate lines, Pres. Harty Kane 
k—4 model consumer line and 2- 


jal line for bars, 
try. Consumer models st 


units —2-piece 
$1,495, both using 16" T 
High-end 50” models, both self-contained, are 


$1, 895 and tambour -door unit at $2, 395, 
Sony with Sega -designed on-screen time 
indicator. 

Kane said 50% of sale 


& channel 


s currently are commer- 
cial, but foresaw steadily increasing percentage of 
consumer sales as distribution becomes nationwide. 
He said he would seek to confine dealerships to those 
which could properly display & demonstrate pro- 
jection TV. Sega is developing display pooth which 
reproduces ideal home viewing conditions. He sees 
projection TV as 'non-revolutionary" and expresses 
apprehension that low-quality units could hurt entire 
projection concept. 

Meanwhile, Earl (Madman) Muntz is turning 
egal dispute with Sega into asset, Although his 
firm's name is Muntz Electronics, he says injunc- 
tion by Sega prevents him from advertising it, so 
his plant-showroom in Van Nuys, Cal. has sign 
reading "Madman Electronics" and he has coined 
new slogan: "I wanna use my last name but they won't 
me" bres of "I want to give them away 

ut my wife won't let me” i 
pega es 5 et me" in his early TV manu- 


Muntz is now making 3 models i 

i —portable 2-piec 
ee ee 13" Sharp TV, at $795, and canoe . 
a 5" Sony remote units at $1,395 & $1,595 
Sater ith tambour doors. All have 44" screens. 
padre s ‘s manufacturing 20-25 consoles per 
day and will soon inerease to 50, is scheduling 
portables at 200 monthly. He said his distribution 


: 


' 


gineering gentus behind Advent —as ak : found. 
stockholder —resigned last week, a: as Dri. 
he told us- Projection TV system My wor ‘tg 
They no longer need what I do." ; * te 
was sudden, and he tole As he had Station sh iat 
even thought about his future activities ny ap 
\ 


1/3 of its stock. Wie founded Advent +. 2m so" 5d 
firm, but with projection TV in ioral 1967 & if gu? ec! 
duced industry's first consumer Dolby Company o Pa 
Dolbyized cassette recorder, stdikior adapt, mp? 
tion TV in 1969, sold first production unin ‘i bt <n! 

8 j = 


1973. In year to March 29, 1975, compa,” Situ & 
loss of nearly $3 million, and despite RA Suite, 4 perice 
Cspreas | n@ 


praise of VideoBeam projection s 
headed for disaster. ystem 


¥ 
Peter Sprague, chmn. of Nati | fer 
tor, took over chairmanship in Tai ape sat 
p9), made arrangements for deferred 5 (Val, 13a pron 
loans. In March 1976, Pierre Lomanan ee 7 

National Semiconductor official, took : ONetim, | Saayt 
from Kloss, who became R&D dir. ai, Dresiy,,.| fF : 
440, 000 common shares to public ‘ast ee slat 
posted net profit of $719, 000 in 6 mo Pere. "unt 
(see p. 11). nths to Sent, «| gta 


Kloss was a founder of AR & 

tive audio companies, and he left boc innoy,. ‘ 

challenge became financial rather than sat Whe a 

In formally announcing Kloss's reagan iefi 

said he would continue to consult with ny Adie 

that his position wouldn't be filled R&D ye 

Federman taking over his duties. Vp Frank | ine: 
—_—_—_ ele 


Sanyo V-Cord II got first ; 
last week at Video Expo in eee Friel 
tions of 3 models by company's instibiiieast aaa ie 
operation (Vol. 16:41 p9). Play-only &n vito ae 
record-play units have carrying handles ti Pe 
Although Sony had large display, it didn't shon my 
max; industrial models are due in Jan Feb, oi 
Betamax at show was in booth of Bell & Ho <a 
also displayed V-Cord Il. Among other rill \' 
played: (1) Conversion of U-type 3/4" VTRs call 
Pe cassettes for 2-hour playing time by si ‘ 
oe d process, offered by Composite Video ia 
pao $395. (2) Variety of TV projectors int 
redag ete of 2-piece Super Screen TV ‘101 ; 
Dae: .) at $2, 295 for 50" picture, $3, 395 i 
up 0", claimed to use modified 15" Son monte 
as picture source. a 


_Adnotes: Sylvania Canada appoints Doyle Dat 
mbach, Toronto, replacing in-house shop... 

8A. shifts $1.7-million CB account 
Volante to Evans/Ciccarone. . Scott pro- 
line theme "the name to listen to” it 
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Other question being asked at show was whether 23-channel slump would slop over into 
40-channel market, with doldrums continuing through 1977, RCA Distributor & Special 


Products Sales Vp Paul Slaninka doesn't believe it will. 


industry growth we see coming next year. 


"We're geared to meet the big 


We'll have volume quantities of 40-channel on 


Jan. 1.'' He admitted 23-channel inventories were high and shakeouts among smaller importers 


are inevitable, 
easily." 


"The 23s are still coming in from Japan. 


You don't turn off the faucet that 


First trends in 40-channel pricing were evident at show, even though many firms said 
price structure would be decided later, Despite talk of tags "comparable to 23-channel, " 
15-20% increases were apparent on some new models. Pathcom Pres. William Thomas said 
40-channel units comparable to 23s which originally listed at $150-$170 would be priced at 
$170-$190. Those 23s are now selling at $100-$120 and "will be real bargains,"' he added. 


Sharp, Panasonic, RCA and several others said they'll price new lines after market 
settles down. Panasonic Auto Products Sales Mgr. Clark Jones said he didn't trust some 


pricing at show. 


"J heard about an in-dash 40-channel at $189 cost, but frankly I think it's 


a red herring." Another producer dismissed prices quoted at show as "bait," Several, 
including Fanon/Courier, clearly marked price sheets "tentative."' Diversification of CB makers 
into new—and more stable—product categories was evident at show, with Pace & Hy-Gain un- 


veiling car stereo lines. 


FAIRCHILD GAME OKAYED: FCC Labs last week 
issued first type approval for TV game using plug-in 
microprocessor program cartridges—Fairchild's 
Video Entertainment System—and also cleared 3 
cartridges for marketing. Fairchild said shipments 
of VES, which has 3 built-in games, plus 4-game 
cartridge (shooting, tic-tac-toe & 2 sketch-on-TV 
activities) would start in Nov. Cartridge for black- 
jack and one offering shooting game & tank battle, 
will be available by Dec. VES will retail at $150, 
cartridges at $20. 


FCC spokesman said Fairchild, and anyone else 
who wins approval for programmable game, will be 
required to notify agency's lab before offering addi- 
tional cartridges. Approval for new cartridges will 
be granted without additional testing if lab engineers 
pelieve their use won't cause game to emit RF radi- 
ation in excesses of standard, 

Other recent FCC approvals: Games from Sands 
Electronics & Concept 2000, both Hong Kong; APF 
(2 versions of TV Fun Game); Atari (C160); 2 from 
Intercon Mktg. (7660 & 7670); Enterprex (Apollo 
9001-C); 2 from Digitek, Hong Kong (Viking 2828 
& Hanimax 1747). 


Magnavox is going out after unlicensed Japanese 
game manufacturers through parent Philips' Tokyo 
office. Royalty terms: $100,000 down payment, 
5.5% of FOB factory price, declining to 4.5% on 3- 
step scale depending on production quantities; 1% 
additional royalty on sets produced for export. Sole 
Japanese licensee currently is toy maker Epoch Co. 


Radio Shack, which canceled order for $100 

Microelectronics ''TV Scoreboard" game featured 

on inside front cover of its 1977 catalog (Vol. 16:40 
p10), will offer 2 different TV Scoreboard games in 
retail stores: One by Enterprex, same as its Apollo 
game; other made in RS's Ft. Worth factory, which 
company spokesman said is now producing 500 games 
daily, to be stepped up to 1,500 by year's end. Both 


are multi-game, on-screen scoring units, will sell in 
$60 range. 


Prospect of Christmas TV game shortage grew 
more likely with halt of production by Japan's finan- 
cially troubled Systek, manufacturer for Lloyd's, 
Unisonic and some retailers. Systek is also impor- 
tant private-brand supplier of stereo systems & 
calculators. Systek's woes have started major chains 
& mail order houses on frantic, but mostly futile, 
search for alternate supply sources, 

-- —— — —§——_— 

Taiwan will spend $16 million to establish IC 
plant with aim of helping consumer & industrial 
electronics manufacturers remain competitive in 
both domestic & export markets. Private com- 
panies will contribute 51% of cost, govt. balance. 
Total includes previously announced $3. 5-million 
technology contract with RCA (Vol. 16:24 p14). 

RCA has already started training Taiwanese engi- 
neers in U.S., has engineering team in Taiwan. 
New company will be formed to run IC plant, slated 
for operation next Aug., and 50% of earnings will be 
earmarked for product development. Initial goal is 
IC production for TV, TV games, watches, calcu- 
lators. 


Magnavox doesn't buy color TV from Japan's 
Nippon Electric or any other company, produces 
entire color line in U.S., spokesman said in re- 
sponse to our report on State Dept. study which 
included Magnavox in list of private-brand customers 
for Japanese-made TV (Vol. 16:42 p8). At one time, 
Magnavox did purchase some small-screen color 
from Japan, but practice was halted several years 
ago. 


CB applications will be processed more rapidly 
if addressed using new zip code, FCC announced. 
Complete address for CB applications: FCC, 
Gettysburg, Pa. 17326. All other applications: 
FCC, Gettysburg, Pa. 17325. 
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\yrade oins Mirco Games Div. as gen. 


on Leas j Raymond, named Mirco 
Le eeding en. megr...Noel Beasley, ex- 


Fe 9 Gmb a york development vp, appointed yp- 
Pin el TOYS ed mtek Recreational Games Diy., pro- 


eee mktg. vp... Terry Sexton, ex- 


Ne ns Kings ,amed sales mgr. of Chelco 
ma pashiba & Krypton 4 to distribute CB & audio prod- 


rme : 
Ces (y squid; new s Asahi Electronics. 
Make. s g of 1 Cox, former Intersil pres., named 
€Y ja) lente Devices vp-Europe. . . Dave Uimari 
Tige joins Raytheon Semiconductor as LSI 
> Sp. ktg. mgr.-- Glenn Oliver, ex-Scientific 
COlop , timproduct ™ a appointed engineering dir. for 


icroelectronics Group's 
strum evant; William Dunn, ex-Eastman 
r., joins as engineering mgr. of GI's 
Scotland facility; Vivian David advanced 
alculator product line engineering mgr. to 


C mg 


om © 


: ine mgr., responsible for mktg., 
TeeIhey featculator peas preligations engineering. 
He «:,. Ieystomer Ser c 
ack” John Frantzen advanced at Buckbee-Mears to vp- 
Ddueti, §xjdwide color TV operations, new post, with re- 
mane ' s sibility for operation of color TV aperture mask 
$ bute’ Ponts in St. Paul, Minn., Cortland, N.Y. & Mull- 


| w. Germany... Dorick Mauro upped from GTE 
ae rernational Sylvania Div. vp-controller to same 
St with GTE Consumer Electronics Products Busi- 
_. IressGroup--. Kenneth Winslow, ex-PBS, appointed 
VEM Fie 4 industry affairs dir., new post. 
: : Robert Saunders, U. of Cal., elected IEEE pres., 
*) icceeding Joseph Dillard, Westinghouse; Carleton 
Feaviess, AT&T, elected exec. vp... Bruce Harders, 
‘sshiba International acting mktg. vp, named vp- 
in. mgr. for Telecommunications Products Div., 
Succeeding Masuyuki Ihori, named intercompany 
relations vp...James Magid, ex-Drexel Burnham 
Peonsumer electronics & appliances analyst, moves 
fo General American Investors...Alex Jacobson 
bhifts at Hughes from Malibu Research Labs holo- 
graphic optics section chief to liquid crystal programs 
mer. of Industrial Products Div. 


R.W. Anderson joins Murata America as gen. 
sales mgr., new post...Jacques Meunier, Centralab 
GmbH (Germany) gen. mgr., named to head new 
European mktg. organization...Delbert Davidson 
retires as superintendent of Lancaster Glass Park 
p (TV bulb) plant after 25 years with company. 

SS lia 


__ Watch watch: Optel is offering liquid-crystal 

displays for ladies' watches at $10 in lots of 100... 

wrist-flick magnetic switch with automatic 

f | Shut-off from J.M. Ney Co. is designed to activate 
ulsplay of LED watches, change mode of LC model 

Without pushbuttons. Switches are priced to OEMs 

f 70m 97¢ to $3.50, depending on quantity... Japanese 

| § Produced 3.33 million digital & analog electronic 
watches in first 7 months of year, against 3.28 mil- 

on in all of 1975. Electronies accounted for 42.5% 


Production, up from 30, 1% last year, and average 
tory price has declined to $49 from $55. 
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FCC CB WAIVER: Hard-pressed CB industry got 
partial relief from new FCC rules via limited waiver 
of receiver radiation limits in 4-2 vote with Comr. 
Quello charging in dissent that FCC "has broken faith" 
with mfrs, who tried to meet original rules (Vol. 

16:42 p7; 16:43 p9). Lee also dissented, White ab- 
Stained. 


Terms of waiver: (1) Chassis radiation limit 
is increased from 5 to 50 microvolts (uv) per meter 
at 3 meters on 23-channel units remanufactured for 
40-channel use. (2) Ruling applies only to CBs in 
inventory Novy. 1, as reported to FCC in 40-channel 
certification applications. (3) Remanufacture must 
stop when inventories are depleted, but not later than 
Jan. 1, 1978. (4) Marketing must stop Jan. 1, 1979. 
(5) Inventory-reduction progress reports must be 
filed with FCC April 1, July 1 & Oct. 1, 1977. (6) 


CBs must carry label stating they are covered under 
FCC waiver. 


FCC rejected EIA Citizens Radio Section petitions 
asking for total relaxation of receiver rules to 50-uv 
level and plea for change of date in releasing names 
of approved 40-channel CBs (Vol. 16:44 p9). Waiver 
is "better than nothing,'' E[A Communications Div. 
Staff Vp John Sodolski said, adding that it will prevent 
distress sale of many 23s with no radiation limits. 
Sodolski predicted sharp upturn in 23-channel sales 
Nov. & Dec., described sales drop during late sum- 


mer & early fall as "modest dip in their record 1976 
pace." 


FCC rewarded defiance of suppliers who sub- 
mitted CBs which they knew didn't meet standards, 
Quello argued. He said FCC majority "has under- 
mined public confidence in its even-handedness. .. 


That is clearly unsound procedure and bereft of any 
sustantive foundation." 


In comments filed before decision, CB heavy- 
weight Radio Shack blasted EIA waiver petition as 
obvious delaying tactic by "small section of the CB 
radio industry," said: (1) FCC allowed “industrial 
convenience" to win out over logic in opposing, then 
approving, conversion. (2) CB industry perpetrated 
"falsehoods" in: comments on power & modulation 
levels, displayed "lack of integrity" in calling re- 
ceiver standards unrealistic. (3) TV industry failed 
to demonstrate good faith by continuing production of 
sets susceptible to CB radiation. 


Latest 40-channel approvals: Fanon/Courier 
(Fanfare 100F), GE (3-5811A, 3-5811B, 3-5819A & 
3-5821A), Lafayette (HB-640 & HB-940), Matsushita 
(CRB-4701EU, CRB-4747EU & CRB-4748EU), Mid- 
land (857, 882 & 883), Pierce-Simpson (Super Cougar 
40), RCA 14T 304), Regency (CR-430, CR-486), 
Sears (CM 6000-LB & TA 4501), Sharp (CB-2260), 
Teaberry (4002). 

————_s—_ 


Spain's Piher quits 2-year-old U.S. manufac- 
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PROJECTION AWAITS BRE 
TV seems to be glamorous, attractive idea whose 
time hasn't yet quite come. Despite hoopla & seg 
tion, best guess is that about 12,000 under -$5, 0 

units will have been sold in 1976—50% of them by 
Advent. In units, this represents equivalent of a AF 
hours’ production of direct-view color sets- if 60, 
are sold in 1977, as expected, it will be something 
under half week's eonventional-set output. 


AKTHROUGH: Projection 


"industry'’ seems to be 

(1) Commercial —whole- 
major TV maker. 
h, eliminating 
quantum 


Entire projection TV 
waiting for 2 breakthroughs: 


hearted endorsement of concept by 
-valve’’ approac 


Technolo ical—‘light iy | 
pine abe as light source and providing 
leap in brightness. 

As to commercial breakthrough, most likely to 
enter home projection TV soon among American set 
makers are Magnavox & Admiral, both of which have 
projects in works. Magnavox Consumer Electronics 
Pres. Alfred Di Scipio last week responded to inquiry 
about progress with “no comment.” Admiral Mktg. 
Vp George Simkowski told us: 'Tt's still an active 
project but I have yet to see the first prototype. 

Sony is only TV maker offering home projection sys~- 
tem, but its output is small and marketing has been 


de-emphasized, although it's believed to be preparing 
new model. 

Technological breakthroughs to free proj ection 
from CRT may be on horizon. Hughes Aircraft will 
soon have breadboard model of color TV projector 
using liquid-crystal light valve ready for lab testing 
in project directed by Alex Jacobson, who recently 
was transferred from research labs to mgr. of liquid 
crystal programs at Industrial Products Div. GE 
talks of eventually developing its high-priced light- 
valve projector into rear-screen home unit, but this 
is long-term project. Inventor William Glenn is 
developing projection system charged-coupled device 
CCD) for N.Y. Institute of Technology (Vol. 16:4 
p8), but even working prototype seems to be more 
than year away. 


Among biggest companies in home projection TV 
is Gulf & Western, through its Sega Enterprises, now 
building distributor network for Segavision line (Vol. 
16:42 p10). Sega Pres. David Rosen told us last 
week that marketing is beginning in L.A., where 
nearly 250 dealers attended open house, By year's 
end, Sega plans to have 6-7 areas covered, 10 more 
by spring, going national next fall. Sega is major 
coin-op game producer, plans to market micropro- 
cessor game some time next year as adjunct to its 
projection TV, Rosen said. 


Meanwhile, Worldwide Entertainment Systems, 


whichelabmnats ai 


NOVEMBER 95 
year from $1, 948, 000 in 1975 periog \% 
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increased deliveries of high-end 10094 st esul ys 
system. Lower -priced Model 759 i Videon, 9! Pr dl 
troduced in about 10 markets, but NOW bee MM for 
Ate Products," in, Meee, 
limited. ion jo MN as 
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Westinghouse picture tube businesg: 
operations will total $5 million after ‘Sa logs tro 
S 


t% 


slightly greater deficit than in 1975, fp, this Ve ' 
were told. Estimated cost of discontj aneia] oa | 


ations by Dec. 1, Westinghouse Industry @ 
Co. Pres. Douglas Danforth said, ae Prog 
3rd-quarter financial results, indicat; NCludeg ; 
wasn't sudden. Meanwhile, both Son 7: decigi, 

said they were "negotiating" for ne tai Sting 
plant (Vol. 16:45 p7). Westinghouse Aaa. r 
talking with several other firms. After it wag aly 
likely candidates for purchase of pictur Sony, Mgt 
North American Philips and Matsushita. tube plans 
denied they were interested. Sources ee re 
N.Y., near site of plant, expressed belter aes ti 
prospective buyers were interested in p| that Othe» Ip 
as picture tube producer. Plant, Dut nop geo 
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Sampling of EIA Consumer Electronj 
poard, Consumer Electronics Show haere 
mittee and key show exhibitors is being eo..." 
by small group of EIA/CEG officers on 
whether anyone was unduly pressured to ermine 
decision to cancel shift of 1978 Summer oe | 
Chicago to Las Vegas (Vol. 16:46 p12) a from 
poll is response to wire to CEG board ‘israel 
Harman International Vp Irving Stern— ask; ers by 
decision be rescinded as "unauthorized" Sip Sat 
investigation be conducted into EIA/CEG aie 
Jack Wayman's activities in connection with hi: 
Results of survey and any recommendations a 
further action will be discussed at BIA/CEGis: # 
meeting Jan. 13-16 in Chicago. S boant I joi 
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Game Plans: Home video game 

at 85% compound annual rate Brack sou an ae 
million units at $454 million, Creative chats eb 
survey says. By 1980, foreign markets att 
for 40% of home game sales, with major traci 
being Western Europe, Japan & Canada.. Combe 
(Hong Kong) is producing about 60,000 color games 
monthly for sale in U.S. & Canada through distrib 
utor-agent Caltronics. European version is mda 
development. ..European color set with built-in gam 
is on West German market. Nordmende 25" Spe san 
Color -Teleplay uses GI chip, is $80 more than set 
aan game... FCC has approved Tele-Match 6600 


company in U.S. electronics 

year was North American Philips, which intro- 
s, according to Frost & Sulli- 
3 2,375 significant new elec 
duced in year through 
‘in preceding year. 


)00-sq.-ft. former 


NOVEy, 


12—TELEVISION picest —_—_—_—_—— , 
Financial Reports of TV-Electron: ty | 
Trade Persone $ 7 | ric | 
Robert Bowen Zenith mktg- VP) sh na nip nt cece a enstooin cr “#08 pany “hay 
& international in consoles in dollars, Parentheses denote lors BORE time fea “my 
: Bul went 2 
i a 


e sales & mkt¢- operation, a menith ’ = r 
el ompany atied Revenues 


worldwid 
- Ne f + 
— 


International Sale 
advanced at Zenith Time ais ae isla! eK 
ucceé J 1976-6 mo, to Oct, 3 eas 
pres. & gen mer , ° named dir. 9 5-6 ~ 4 No 139,285 O09 ; 
1 sales VP 197 v1 ¢ y 
Frick, former Internationa iF eding Alfr Peecatr, to Oct. 30 129.690, 009 16d op 
a pee +g es P accen eo stributlng (RCA), 1975-qtr. to Nov, | 60 +h mL yss? 
Medica, now pres. 0 ta 99 000 EY} tena 
rapehart bq 
Chicago. ; les mer Wr mo. to Sept, 30 21,113,006 in" 
6a. Ha 1975-6 mo, to Sept. 3 6 ann’ ee ; 
Irv Fulton, ex-direct market peter a, Noth icone, te A = 19,972 009 1125 0 
for Sylvania Phileo Consumer Bisctro® it * 1975-qtr. to Sept, 30 11 394 000 Ike ‘elt 
-gen. eae 1694 006 | W) yy, 
Luskin's retail chain as exec. V adds Lee Enterprises L319 we 
Panny, Rockwell Automotive Operations Poe cpsunter 1976-year to Sept. 30 69,77 = 
ost as corporate exec. vp respons ble { 7 1978-year to Sept. 30 +A 
P tive and Utility 1976-atr. to Sept. 3 (074,000 | 4°24, 
(Admiral, Power Tool Div.), Autome é Samy 1 18,304,009 | 224) 
’ Dem promote 1975-qtr. to Sept. 30 15,008 509 284 pe 


Morse Electro Products | 

1976-6 mo, to Sept uy A 
ies ai B,409 fin 

76- “ : Sea aryG ba . 2000 | 

i tc gale deal 26,779,000 | 


philips NV® 
1976-9 mo. to Sept. 30) 8,459,100 on | 
; 6 ww} y 


& Industrial Operations. . .He 
at Zenith Distributing of nl. from exec. yp-gen. MET. 
to pres., post vacant since death of Robert Wallace 


last Jan. 


B Martin, former Sony Canada radio & re- 976- . | 
corder sales & mktg. VP) now responsible for sales ee, “aye 30) 74321 500,009 | 1 100 
& distribution of all products; Arthur Demasson, 1978-qtr. to Sept. 30 2 +92 500 .000 | 97900 
ex-TV & audio sales & mktg. vp, now video, educa~ tare 560,600,000 | 4'qnn' 
Honal & business products sales & mdsg, vp; No ie | 2.6105 | " 
Watanabe, former video & business products sales 1975-atr. to Sept. 30°| fe bp vas 
& mktg. VP, named mdsg. VP for all consumer prod- Tocotn . 1000 | ar 
uets with added responsibility for service & techni- 1976-qtr. to Sept. 30 | 998. 150 
cal operations for all products. « .James Conway, ©X~ 197$-qtr. to Sept. 30 620 006 | 67 64) 
WEMA & EIA, named pres. of new Electronics Assn. Trans-Lux ) 65,76 
of Cal.; Edben Tisdale, ex-WEMA, appointed legis- OS se 
lative programs dir, 1976-qtr. to Ra i Bs } 4093 ,767 Rida} 


Morton Jaffe advanced at MOS Technology from lly enol 
vp-treas. to pres., succeeding John Patvinen, who Notes: “Includes special credit. Ordiustea ¢ - 
resigns a8 chmn.-pres. following acquisition by iider'¢ Cent. oo 
Commodore; Irving Gould, Commodore chmn,, takes a bat 


same post at MOS; Chris Fish, Commodore Inter- Morse re ag i 
national vp-secy., adds duties as MOS vp & secy.- quarter to Sout, = ype oe sy halt & dnd ‘ 
treas.; Robert Waller, ex-Texas Instruments, joins vide figures for same 1975 etre a 
prtiggt ruc ri , ign as re appointed mktg. changes instituted since oar was fe eer 
Habel v oe acing oe serach uate operation take $36 million los Orced to reve 
elling ybrid module & data fies 16099), make current & vernen ae 

L YCar-Carliog ty 


conversion products mktg. mgr., succeeding Coleman, not directly comparable. Howe | 
Monee! sales were off about ieee re 

‘ 4 ; Ly pe showed operating losses of Bs. 

scal 2nd quarter, $1.13 million in half, ¢ : 

pared with losses of $1.99 million & $4 16 oe 

year earlier. Sales were up modestly in waa 


who retains responsibility for Ins ods this 
? r trument Div... year...Oak indicated drop in value by 
Daniel Presser, Unitrex Australia managing dir., & pound & Mexican peso cut Seceqpavieb wae 


Leslie Wagenheim, Unitrex Canada $3 
., named 11,400, while strik 
s rie 8 to additional $131, ihe. e in Mexico City trimmed df 


"Rol eee a asi Bees rete labor exsiusine warranty | 

| Col Brigh ight 85 (regunned) replacement color 

oP yeer from one. Warranty on new &¢ 

ment tubes remains at 2 years, 

eters, including Channel Master, 

h, inc vated no present plans to 
rant y is longest of type. Admird! 
@- on tubes in new sets (including | 
mer must pay pro-rited} 
» And year. 
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» RCA last week became 2nd 
APPROVED in FCC approval for car- 
deo game. Firm's Home TV 
approved with 3 cartridges, 
player bowling tournament and 


" ma 


! ou car s 
genoa! addition’ «whether labs actually will test 


Bjorn deci5ipeen reached. HTP also features 


i a rages snes games, including hockey, bowling 
A b Ga 
xe of 


‘ 
j 


math t 


won't show up on Christmas mar- 
coed work schedule, RCA couldn't 


e ; 
e to nolida ment on game & cartridge prices 


; ket: om 
a Uh ached “ # owing FCC approval, However, 


= 


> 11» 
- ey r 
as 


é 


} 
ing, 
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e apliverie® 
ear 


earlier that limited production would begin 
sai 
firm 


ith regional introduction in Jan., national 
wW ‘ 

if De ion jater in 1977. 

strike by 400 workers at GI Hicks- 


iy Meanwhile, causing worry that already tight 


Jant is ‘ 
tuation will worsen. GI says Hicksville 


Cae Clap 
"iy Became supply DP itity for game chip production, that 
wtp js not P aie is being taken up by increased chip out- 
MB puch of Sar Ariz. facility. Major GI chip cus- 
nu ‘, told us strike—which began Nov. 
GD tomer into size of deliveries, and another 
j already oe he's getting only 70-75% of chip 
ou pene Gl promised several months ago. GI spokes- 
eT me 4 strike SO far has "had no significant effect 
Ms, sal ction" and bulk of chips for games for Christ- 
or am already have been shipped. Negotiations 
, a A GI & union were scheduled to resume this 
a ceasciie created by financial troubles of leading 
sm supplier Systek could be eased somewhat in 
ome month. Lloyd's spokesman said Systek is 
veduled to begin delivering limited quanities in first 
sek of Dec., produced under Systek reorganization 
on backed by Japanese banks. Even if games are 
slivered, Lloyd's expects its total game sales in 
976 to be less than 50,000 units, 70-80% off original 
rojection. Unisonic, other major Systek customer, 
ouldn't be reached for comment, but retailer told 
is deliveries are drying up. "I haven't got any from 
misonic in the past 4 or 5 weeks,'' mass merchant 
South said. "I got a letter saying I'd get some, but 
rom all indications, it doesn't look like I'll get any 
nore this year." 

Combination of chip shortage, Systek's problems 
and failure of many would-be suppliers to get FCC 
approval is causing producers to scale down 1976 pro- 
jections, some forecasting unit total below 3-million 
mark, ''They should be revised,"’ Magnavox Video 
Games National Sales Mgr. Thomas Garvin said. 

"It's getting tighter & tighter, and the GI strike 

doesn't help any. I think 3 million is more accurate 
tow.” Garvin said firm still hopes to get FCC approval 
‘in time to ship some Odyssey 500s by Christmas, 

‘but if we don't get it soon, we just can't make it." 


‘Deliveries of other Odyssey games are on schedule, 
Garvin added, 


Frantic games race continues to take toll, 
latest being Channel Master, which killed plan to 
énter market (Vol, 16:19 11) after it became appar- 
ent game wouldn't be ready in time for Christmas, 


2 


TELEVISION DIGEST—11 


Executive Games has been quoted as saying it would 
halt production of ball-&-paddle games in first quar- 
ter, field cartridge version in 1977. Though Japanese 
have shown little interest in games field, there are 
indications some leadets are studying microprocessor 
end of business. Mitsubishi's semiconductor div. 
showed 15-game MELPS-8 microprocessor unit at 
recent Japan Electronics Show. Firm says it's not 


ee product, and no marketing plans have been 
made, 


——-—-—_--—- 

Nationwide franchised retail video operation is 
planned by Amvid Network Div. of Amvid Commu- 
nication Services, Manhattan Beach, Cal. Recently 
named pres. of new Div., Samuel Gale (ex-Video- 
record Corp.), told us network concept involves es- 
tablishment of stores offering products covering 
“whole home TV environment''—TV sets, projection 
TV, home VTRs, videodises & players, plus other 
accessory & complementary products. Dealerships 
will include storefront operations and "video bou- 
tiques" in existing outlets. Dealers will handle spe- 
cific brands & products, purchased either through 
network or individually —"whichever is most bene- 
ficial to the dealer."' First test market will be in 


L. A. first-quarter 1977, Gale said, with national 


selected markets by 1978-79. Parent Amvid, head- 
ed by James Spencer, currently produces audio-vis- 
ual training material, could eventually produce or 
co-produce consumer videodises & tapes. 


Joint venture of 6 capacitor producers to develop 
substitute for polychlorinated biphenyl (PCB), has 
gotten clearance from Justice Dept. In letter saying 
it won't challenge venture on antitrust grounds, 
agency told Aerovox, Universal Mfg., Mallory, Jard, 
Electrical Utilities & Cornell Dubilier to go ahead 
but with understanding non-venture companies would 
have royalty-free access to any patentable develop- 
ment by paying equal share of research cost. GE, 
which produces some 40% of PCB-filled capacitors, 
isn't venture member. Environmental Protection 
Agency has labeled PCB as health hazard. Mon- 
santo, sole current PCB manufacturer, says it 
will halt production by end of 1977. 


Negotiations to acquire U.S. marketing rights 
to Zygma projection TV system were discontinued 
last week by Worldwide Entertainment System, Exec. 
Vp Lee Girson said, after he learned that Zygma 
Electronics of London was headed by William & 
David Stirling, who were indicted in N.Y. last July 
on security-fraud charges (Vol. 16:47 p10). ‘We 
were very impressed with the product when we saw 
it [at Videom] in Cannes, and we started preliminary 
talks,’ Girson told us. ''We never talked with the 
principals or even knew who they were. Now we have 
no intention of getting involved.'’ He said Worldwide 
is continuing its own development of 3-tube Schmidt 
system projector. 


Suit against Sony by Universal & Disney, seek- 
ing to block Betamax sales on copyright violation 
grounds (Vol. 16:46 p7), may be followed by petition 
to FCC. It would ask Commission for rulemaking 
to put jamming signal into TV transmission, then 
seek injunction to stop Sony from putting anti-jam- 
ming circuits into Betamax machines. 
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Consumer Electronics 
——__—_Scironics 


; 
j a , 
ao ye PAY TV, CONGRESS, FIBERS: NOV. COLOR SALES to dealers a 2 
| ’ CABLE purn,' relishes congressional rate, best since 1974 Ve: . = 6.6-million annual 
%, | oe gevates c ree generate excitement with lion. (P. 2) : ars sales may hit 7.7 mil - 
ng Ka &? se eicipates sriall earth station 
‘, eae” wiley os I 3 hggiee IMPORTS topped half million units with 
‘hy ge. sa nel of 107,000 chassis trom Mexico. B&iw TV. cr 
“ig La RCO ERN’ is House attempt to imports also up sharply. (P, a) , CB 
he ath seations Act; Highlights starts 
tay ah fe Co De expected to reject NAB paras ear 'STANDARD' confusion erupts 
eS praia e' annual conventions. NAB con- J ew in Japan a$ Matsushita indicates rejection of 
Mae ig reonsolical® advisor.’ (P. 3) : ve format, then recants. U.S. market seen exert - 
; ith oe SQUABBLE: | nee y ing ‘standardizing’ influence. (p, 9) ee 
ty pTV : In setback for ' 
ig ggpT TE Oe nership committee backs off ADMIRAL WORKERS lose import adjustment assist - 


again B role, announces 1973 ance bid as Labor Dept. finds color & b&w 
 confron lon over CP ; rose at Harvard, Ill. plant. Ne — coh 
jin effect. (P. 5) ‘ninco 1. plant. New cases opened for 
woot stil Sylvania, RCA, Fairchild, Pther employes. (P. 10) 
UALIFY for drop-ins, Best. Bureau s. (P. 10) 


y 
sigh — <-si epe NEW CB LINES from E.F. Johnson & Cobra, both 
gransville. {(P, 5) prvcelaien availability of all models Jan. 1. Cobra's 
YIOLENCE PLAN is hailed by over 50, — says market will bit 10-14 million waite next 
colely BY TIO Dir. Danish, in first of series year. Latest FCC approvals. (P. 11) 
F cationwide hearings. (P. 6) EMI PLANS active videogram software praia odten 


¢ gAR ETHICS COMMITTEE narrowly rejects & tape—budgeted in '6 figures sterling.’ (P. 11) 

eal to disqualify law firm when individual mem- BAN ON FLUOROCARBONS would raise cost of TV 

aa't participate because of previous govt. service by $1 billion, according to Tech Spray‘s 
ment incase. (P. 6) Pavek. (P. 12) 


‘WN CABLE—PAY TV, CONGRESS, FIBERS: Western Cable Convention is almost always 
oat. and this year was no exception. Pay cable again was main driving force, as some 2, 200 
ieeates met in Anaheim, Cal.—attendance up 10% from last year. Also contributing to good 

wits was almost unanimous support cablemen got from their congressmen—in several speeches 
jpanel discussions—plus excitement over clear hint from FCC Chmn. Wiley that Commission 
fll approve small satellite earth stations (4,5 meters, maybe even less, see below), and an- 
mncement of new fiber optics company by industry pioneers Irving Kahn & Lawrence De- 

vorge (Vol. 16:48 p5). 


' Now that industry has fair amount of experience with pay cable, panelists are beginning to 
jgome patterns, but not many. Worried about "churn" (loss of pay subscribers after start- 
Pe loneymoon), operators stressed need for constant promotion on every front. As several 
welists pointed out, operators are now in "'showbiz'—an unfamiliar role to many operators. 


From film producers came following: (1) Peter Kuyper, Paramount—Pay cable can become 
ea tS hacuch Dwar Wrieen: "You lower your prices and we'll lower ours.’’ But 
teal “Quantum leap" will come, he said, when per-program system arrives. ‘It will solve vir- 
tually all problems.’ Furthermore: "You should pray for the health of theaters. They create 
(Midor pictures.” 


on, MGM—Producers need more cooperation from cablemen in promotion, 


,) 
fa 
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C gp, F. Johnson & Cobra unveiled new Mergers & acquisitions: Sprague management 
mM i lke roe last week, both promising avail. recommends holders accept $19.50 per share ac- 
‘tray Moy? OP CB ae by Jan. 1—pending FCC “pproval, quisition offer being made by General Cable. In 
ts ae all ere ranges $130-$360 ("stmilar to addition to being one of industry's leading capacitor 
, igs model includes 6 mobiles (1 SSB) and one Suppliers, Sprague owns 40% of semiconductor pro- 
lag “thy ine'’, ith phase-locked loop (PLL) cir- ducer Mostek, Thig is 2nd recent merger attempt 
aly, a semen include Tapered Automatic Noise by both firms, Earlier this year, agreement between 
a m which aeons rhe ste . Sprague & Cabot Corp, fell through, while seneral 
: e, and new singlo-c Sant : dep wey Cable was oulmaneuvered in attempt to acquire 
bay nature LED readout; SSB has color. Microdot. - Commodore has completed acquisition 
"rb ‘ight. of MOS Technology jn exchange for some $458, 000 
on ' ' odel line ranges $150-$520, includes stock, notes & cash... Holders approved merger 
y prt nobiles, 2 AM & 2 SSB base stations, Or pitersil into Advanced Memory Systems, AMS 
leg i 85B Se acin PA capability, detachable Will issue shares worth about $17.6 million at cur- 
ol, ve 


High-end AM mobile ($280) has sean- 


Le : : automatically tunes in emergency 
te e srt received and built-in SWR meter. 

dey Me, en 2 have LED readout, RF gain contro}. 
Ut fp, Vy), 558 0 


ghowed 2 in-dash FM-AM-CB units which 
p waded later. 
t will will hit 10-12 million units in 
CB marke 2-3 million 23-channel models, Cobra 
1, ineluding « predicted, totaling $2 billion at re- 
bay, Carl “ag million will be in-dash combination 
pO ee alee in 1976 will finish at 11-12 million 
g, Unit steed has 600-700 warranty Stations, 
te incentive trip to London for 2,500 dealers 
‘gqummer. 
Bia. 40-channel approvals: Dynascan (21XLR, 
“38XLR & 139XLR), GM (GMCBD-10A), Hy. 
S aBIA, 2702 & 2705), Ray Jefferson (CB740), 
iin OSCE 4005), Kris (XL45), Mars (Con 400 & 
ru 36B, 374, 375 & 379), Meishoh (ME 400), 
os (10008, 2300CA & CB-166), Pierce-Simpson 
Se Cat 40.4 Tiger 40), Penney (6237), President 
oe D), Radio Shack (21-1521 & 21-1524), Royce 
648), SBE (Brute 40), Sears (CM62008), Sony 
3 2500), Standard (Horizon 2900), Superscope 
$40), Toyota ‘ce: ala te 


Game plans: Magnavox got FCC approval for 
yssey 500 (Vol. 16:48 p11), will Ship half of un- 
d orders by Dec. 17, remainder after Christ- 
s,. Strike by 400 workers at GI's Hicksville, 
Y. plant was settled (Vol. 16:48 p11), with pro- 
stion of game chips and other components back on 
dule, GI shipped 5-millionth game chip last 
k—"well ahead of the original target date'—from 
ndier, Ariz. plant, one of four chip-production 
ities worldwide... Fairchild VES programmable 
ne is being test-marketed by Penney (Chicago, 
Bt Coast) & Wards ("selective markets"), VES 
Thit 40 major markets by Christmas, show up at 
y's, Bambergers, A&S & Bloomingdales in N, 2 IF 
vadway & May dept. stores in L.A. Three of 4 
W VES cartridges will be shown at CES, ..Other 
approvals: Accurate Electronics (Hong Kong), 
WG 101-4 & 101-2 


f FCC has proposed revision of rules for security 
Temote-control devices and garage-door openers, 
Mined are authorized frequency changes, including 

ve to 900-Mhyz, band, tighter operating & emission 

cifications, certification of receiver portions of 

mes. Comments are due Dec, 27, replies Jan, 6 


rent prices jn exchange for Outstanding Intersil 
Stock, , - Raytheon has agreed to acquire Switcheraft, 
terms undiscloged, Switcheraft is expected to con- 
tinue under present management after deal is con- 


cluded early next year, . -RCA won't sell U.K. food 
companies after all, will treat $20-million pre-dig- 


POS8al writeoff ag drop in value of investment (Vol. 


16:35 p12). ROA 5aY8 Subsidiaries are currently 
Profitable, 


Active videogram (disc & tape) software 
budgeted in "6 figures sterling," 
London-based electronics-enterta inment combine, 
Which produces "one in @very 5 
Sold around the world" (Capitol 
So said EMI Audio-Visual 
Donald MacLean at recent 


Conference jn N.Y, EMITEL Div., headed by Garry 


Sample, MacLean forecast 1/2" VTRs will "build 


activity in Japan, Europe & 
U.S. by the end of 1978," 


ness, there will not be one feature film among the 
MacLean's videodise assumptions: 
(1) "RCA and/or Philips/MCA will have launched 
players in the U.S, by the end of 1978," (2) "Dises 
may be viable in runs of 20,000 or less."' (3) "Soft. 
ware production might begin to break even with a 
player population, ina single [country], of one mil- 
lion, This will take 4-5 years to achieve in U.S." 


RCA hopes to adapt technology developed for 
defunct Holotape SelectaVision home videoplayer 
system to military-commercial use. It received 
$100, 000 Navy contract to build prototype of moving 
map display for cockpits. System uses cartridge of 
plastic tape embossed with image holograms which 
can be reconstructed by incandescent, rather than 
laser, light and provide multicolored display, Car. 
tridge holds 500 maps, Method of producing & rep- 
licating tapes is same as that planned for videoplayer 
RCA unveiled in 1969 (Vol, 9:40 pp 7 & 10), 


RCA‘s 3-year national labor contract ratified by 
unions last week (Vol, 16:47 p12) provides immediate 
60¢ per-hour boost, 4% hikes in each of next 2 years, 
plus cost-of-living increases each June, Adjust- 
ments would be based on Consumer Price Index, 


could run up to 12¢ next year, 23¢ in each of following 
years, 


consumer 
ELECTronics 


—eeta™ service for broadcasting, Consumer *lettronion @ allied 1% 
- tide 


3a '7® SUMMARY-INDEX Of WEEK’s NEWS YA. 16, NO. 


LIST will keep his cclleagues 
juectodes wrnall earit 
) Sea e . i : 
i loses , iee 
e210 ors WE «4 Mare ry 
Bh: Prod, Varet “ns Ty "” 59g WS ESeTe se me 
*) Spe reese yime es 


cc the . 
to aye’ by FCC for satellites WRG US amone 4 4 "Wits lor 324 hace oe 


aauls. BEC request for over-all stsdy Wilts. (P_ 7 op 
YP. 2 
oer FCC sail. 1 ; 
ie C88 7x Pn CALE TS, Bay Christ. 
Miertanac’s Fortier surn - VOT’ Careain prices we ae 
aoe f @ ’ ae sat 
or ssieliiie itterconnar - alee erent back te 3 pansion ene tots 
a Mo PPE tiene Neue |. 
Sato = at QCASAR BOUE WTR t& ORDRSAE bere wits IY 2 
TY based 2 REE Ss tlected anareote an Giyys 7 
er 4 ee y board, 3 OMpamiing, hha, tase gow yr. 


neues 29, Sxcbating T ececibents, for | CE "DE-LICEMEG’ is - 
: | » S 78 Mit AD wlions eee 


Pay. 


fee WP try 


” 


2 528. Toes 


O's t 


a. OF ttternds Cy FEVIEW Cormsitiee (fp i 


a 
we to S| ree is i Fiytiy Srort Qesity <3. 
= SW) i) £2 4A Chaps bee VTS nage FOC tare ¥, 
(Fs : CZ EE he, - 6.6, t Oe | tr A zCA ’ 2 3 
eae f TSH. % —_ 4 a a! - (ered iy fmx ; 
rin ee m & ia aa a IGT SVE litte a 
9 AD BTLZ Ls 7245 2 s£ > i 
- Ai [a « . 
ee atverTinere tates 6 teclowsre wold ceyse PV GAME PATENT bel ricerca wat Tet ty Magus 
_oresicad.” (FP. 5 YOR ageewms Allied Leigyye oh . aan 


MS CHHIST MAS LIST: PCC commissioners & 1: opting Cet 
Shopping ae Chinn. ¥ has scheduled hazy 
Te Coristrcas Eve. ADS RRL Tag, thse weez 
etki opporturity to tell you that we will te, 23rd of 


ere imp Miatiers to be ) be Com@idered l earth-station pAicy | gee p. 2). 
ame Setiew \see p. 10) and VHF 2: drop-ine (Woh. "16-49 ooh Schecehed lor Dec. oe eee tal 
E ieop-ins were pat ofl feces Dec. 12: ‘0 actomimetate Camr. Lee, who'll be atiending 
oT: funds transier seminar in Sin Franciscs this week, Lee lezves for WARC costerencs 

=m, wos return until mid-Peb.. and is expected to t3 y to stall any Gecision on VHF drap- 
Beg util afier WARC conference, H- owever, it's Kacrwn majority 4 commissioners 


iver staff proposal to iseue rulemaking. 
Bete FCC lawsched investigation last week into letier written to several { DHF stztions by 
Aseoc., Bethesda, Md. Audet e reported to te (miuiting engpneer. wrote tatires 
have 2 better than even chance 4 citzining FCC approval” tor WHF érop- 
eee 91.200 2 nace” ant 
—minst moniily paymente—if VHF receives VHF grat, FCC 
that : is underway became Aadet"s som James in engineer in 
Thy. seven James Audet fas been euspentet (rom te regular 
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12—TELEVISION DIGEST 
‘ Trade Personals 


Ronald Giese promoted at Magnavox from Mil- 
waukee sales mgr. to Great Plains Div. sales mgr... 
Hal Loman advanced at Superscope from Chicago 
branch vp to national sales mgr. for Superscope 
brand line... Marvin Paris, ex-Superex, appointed 
Garrard national sales mgr... Michael Aguilar, ex- 
Sterns, appointed Panasonic tape recorder national 
sales mer. 

William Gemmell promoted at Gulf & Western to 

. senior vp, consumer products, .. Edward Polanek ad- 
vanced at Universal Research Labs from exec, vp to 
pres., succeding W.E, Olliges, who continues as 
chmn,.. William Chapman, Litronix treas., adds 
responsibility for tax & customs operations; John 
Bentley, controller, now also responsible for man- 
agement information systems. Moves follow resigna- 
tion of Finance Vp Neil Hynes. 


Marvin Fried, ex-Soundesign, joins ERC (Elec- 
tra Radio) as eastern sales vp, succeeding David 
Silverman... Ralph Setton, ex-Solar Sound Systems, 
appointed Krypton Electronics national sales mgr., 

. succeeding Terrence Sexton, now with Chelco Sound... 
» Selwin Kent, ex-Topp Electronics, joins Kendale 
Technology as vp. 


James Aldrich advanced at Memorex Audio 
Products from Seattle zone sales mgr, to mktg. 
mgr, for Asia, Latin America & Canada, with added 
responsibility for special mkt. development, suc- 
ceeding James McBurney, now mktg. dir. for Europe, 
Africa & Middle East, with hq in London; Al Pepper 
appointed product mgr. responsible for U.S, con- 
sumer & professional audio tape & accessories mKts., 
replacing Carl Yankowski, now heading new product 
& acquisition activities. 


Richard Toth named GE Tube Products Div. in- 
_ dustrial distribution sales mgr..,James Hornung 
promoted at Sylvania Components Products Group 
o product sales mgr. for renewal & OEM receiving 
| py tubes,..Shigehiko Murase, former Rockwell Inter- 
: national Far East rep, appointed National Semicon- 
ductor Japan distributor sales mgr...Todd Davidson 
named 3M Electronics Products Div, sales mer.; 


Robert Applewhite appointed microelectronics mkts. 
mer, 
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Toshiba has agreed to join calculator manuf 
turing ventures in Egypt, Spain & Czechoslovaki, 
is negotiating for similar ventures in Iraq & all 
America, has opened discussions in Poland & Ms 
gary. Ventures will use parts supplied by Toshi, 
gradually develop parts-making Capability, call 
introduces solar-powered 8-digit LCD calculator 
at $100 in U.S., $85 in Japan. Full battery charee [ 
which takes 2 hours of direct sunlight, runs eaical ~ 
lator about 50 hours. 


Increased competition is expected in home fire. Pine 
smoke detector market next year, spurred by Sears ae 
introduction of first under-$20 model. GE claims _ 
to be leader, says it will provide over half of 4 / 
million sold this year, estimates wholesale market 
will climb from present $127 million to $200 mil- 
lion by 1980, Growth is helped by strong ad cam- 
paigns, increase in communities requiring devices 
in all new homes. 


Ad notes: RCA names Ted Bates & Co. for SI- | 
million corporate account, succeeding J. Walter _ 
Thompson, which resigned in Sept... Audiovox names 
Baron, Costello & Fine. . .Magnavox launches annual 
‘sale Jan. 9 with TV spots during Super Bowl telecast 
is preparing Spots for dealers, plus mailers, news- 


= 
4 


paper supplements. , .GE will offer price reductions 


ponsor first industry seminar & 
ssors in Chicago Oct. 17-21 
Senter. Called Microfair 
‘ be held semiannually to — 
roprocessors outside elet= 
Vill hold national convention 
.NARDA holds annual con- 


oe 
at 
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SUMMARY-INDEX OF WEEK’S NEWS 
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Broadcast 


HUGE FCC FEE REFUND expected as Appeals Court 
orders revision of entire schedule, return of excess 
charges. Broadcasters alone may get up to $20-$30 
million. (P. 1) 


HOOKS LIKELY FCC INTERIM HEAD: Tells Carter 
spokesman he'd like job until July. No concentration 
on FCC appointments by transition team yet. VHF 
drop-ins, automatic transmitters, cable definition, up 
this week at FCC. (P. 2) 


RTNDA—GROWING LIKE NATPE: Network person- 
alties are prime attraction for 900 in Miami Beach. 
Cronkite seeks support for expanded news; Brinkley 
says forget it. Salisbury hits 'slant & bias' of broad- 
cast news critics, (P. 4) 


HOLLINGS CHOICE all but final for Senate Communi- 
(P, 4) 


CODE BOARD'S 'CONCERNS' over TV violence to be 
relayed to networks via special committee; NAB pre- 
screening, post-screening, rating service and Code 
rewrite are rejected. NCCB finds NBC, 'Quest"'and 
Chevrolet most violent. (P. 5) 


‘DON'T STONEWALL' House Communications Sub- 


VOL. 16, NO. 51 


Consumer Electronics 


SANYO TAKEOVER of Warwick's TV business, 
okayed by Justice, set for Dec. 29. Zenith's Nevin 
hints acquisition may be challenged in court. (P. 7) 


SYLVANIA WILL PRESS unfair -competition complaint 
after ITC suspension period. Japanese countersuit 
cleared in Zenith antitrust case. Carter appointments 
& foreign trade. (P. 8) 


MPAA EYES ACTION against home VTR in war on 
piracy. Movie trade group won't join anti-Sony suit, 
but contracts with Bell & Howell to explore copy- 
proof broadcast techniques. (P. 8) 


VIDEO GAME 'BURN' being probed by FTC. Warning 
issued by Canadian govt., U.S. mail-order house, 

but manufacturers & Better Business Bureau report 
no consumer complaints. (P. 10) 


FCC CHANGES CB definitions & rules, meets for 5 
hours over 2 days on licensing & enforcement changes, 
approves 82 new 40-channel units for Jan. 1 sale. 
Shooshan criticizes FCC's CB spectrum manage- 
ment. (P. 11) 


COMPONENT IMPORTS up sharply in first 9 months 
with strong gains shown for both active & passive de- 


vices. Value of parts imports topped $1 billion in 
period. (P. 11) 


committee's Communications Act rewrite, Shooshan 
advises broadcasters. (P. 5) 


COURT RULING PROJECTS HUGE FEE REFUND: Many millons in refunds are expected by in- 
dustries regulated by FCC—particularly broadcasters—following 4 D.C. Appeals Court decisions 
Dec. 16 ordering Commission to develop whole new, lower schedule of fees and to return excess 
to those who paid since 1971. 


Citing 1974 Supreme Court decision upholding NCTA, Court said fees must be based on Com- 


mission's costs and related to ''value to the recipient.'' Court said that there's no indication FCC 
followed those criteria; that it believes fees are too high. 


From 1971 to last Sept. 30, FCC collected total fees of $155, 340, 651—annual, application, 
grant, etc. Broadcasters paid $46, 253,956, common carriers $30, 233,975, cable $5, 774, 665, 
palance all other services. CATV got $4, 129, 018 of its payments back, following NCTA's 1974 
victory in Supreme Court. 


No one knows how much will be refunded, obviously, until FCC comes up with new fees 
satisfying court order. However, Ernest Jennes, attorney who handled litigation for NAB & 
many broadcast groups, guesses it could run $20-$30 million for broadcasters alone. One 

=» beauty of case, he pointed out, is that FCC can make refund without going to Congress, because 
ue it put fees in special Treasury Dept. account just in case industry won refunds, and Court said 
''tthe power to refund fees that are unlawfully collected is implicit in the power to assess fees." 
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Decision threw FCC into a swivet, and it began discussions with staff immediately. One 
commissioner was exceptionally bitter, blaming Congress for confusing law which ordered 
agencies to aim for financial self-sufficiency through fee collection. Commission has several 
options, including: (1) Refund everything collected, as it did with cable. (2) Set up new fee 
schedule, ask for industry comments on it. (3) Set up new schedule, ask for comments, im- 
mediately refunding excess-—then refund more later if schedule is finally revised after comments 
are received. (4) Ask Court for rehearing en banc. (5) Appeal directly to Supreme Court. 


Top-of-the-head speculation around Wasuington was that alternatives (1), (4) & (5) are least 
likely—because: (a) FCC can undoubtedly charge something, and (b) Supreme Court's NCTA 
decision was so clear-cut that high court is unlikely to accept appeal. 


Largest refunds are expected to go to those who bought & sold stations. Fee has been 2% 


of sales price or related to gross revenues, and Court made it clear it can't visualize FCC 
spending 100 times the effort to process $100 million sale that it does for $1 million. 


FCC began collecting fees in 1963. They were rather nominal, designed to equal 25% of 
Commission's budget. In 1970, new schedule was set, to cover entire FCC budget. NCTA 
challenged that, won in Supreme Court. FCC refunded all cable fees (30¢ per subscriber)—and 
though Supreme Court said it could collect up to 50% of previous fee, Commission decided to 
collect none from cable. It continued to collect from everyone else. The 1970 schedule could 
cost single station up to $72,000 in annual fee. In 1975, FCC reduced fees; station annual fee, 
for example, was cut to 35% of previous rate. But just about everyone appealed. And every- 
one benefits—even ''freeloaders,"' as one party put it, referring to those who didn't chip in 
for appeal. 


In decisions written by Judge MacKinnon, court held among other things: (1) Fee should 
be based on ''value to the recipient," not on "public policy or interest served [or] other pertinent 
facts.'' Otherwise, it would be a "'tax,'' and FCC has no power to tax. (2) FCC devised 
schedule backwards. First, it figured total costs of a bureau, then applied percentage to ar- 
rive at ''application processing costs.'' Court said FCC didn't explain how percentages were 
developed. It said Commission must identify each cost item and explain how it's related to 
"the service or benefit for which the fee is assessed.'' For example, Court said: "It strains 
the limits of credulity to value the services rendered to applicants or grantees at 94% of the 
annual budget of the Common Carrier Bureau." 


Court told FCC how to go about revising fees: (1) Justify fee by statement of benefit con- 
ferred. (2) Calculate costs involved by adding all expenses, explaining what these are, ex- 
cluding "any expenses incurred to serve an independent public interest.’ (3) Set rate "which 
reasonably reflects the cost of the services performed or value conferred upon the payor."’ 


HOOKS LIKELY FCC INTERIM HEAD: Carter transition spokesman has talked to Comr. 
Benjamin Hooks about becoming interim chmn. of FCC after Jan. 20 and he said he's interested 
in job. No commitments were made, however. Hooks has agreed to replace Roy Wilkins as 
NAACP exec. dir. (Vol. 16:46 p2); latter doesn't retire until July 1, and Hooks has made no 
bones about fact he'd like to stay on Commission until Wilkins departs. 


NAACP board meets Jan. 10 to confirm Hooks appointment (considered a formality) and he 


reportedly told Carter people he couldn't make commitment to serve as interim chmn. until he 
gets clearance from NAACP—if Assn. wants him earlier than July, he'll go. As interim chmn., 
he reportedly believes that he could have major influence on matters FCC considers for months 
after he leaves and that he could accomplish much for his black & public interest constituency 
without pressures he'd face as regular chmn, 


"The simple thing is to take Hooks and make him interim chairman since there'll be no 
vacancies at FCC Jan. 21,'' prominent Carter advisor told us. He said transition team won't 
concentrate on FCC appointments for some time, that new commissioners with strong public 
broadcast leanings will be sought. 


Another Democratic commissioner, Joseph Fogarty, also has told Carter team that he'd 


be willing to Serve as interim chmn., then return to regular status. Through such course, 


& 
. 
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FTC PROBES GAME 'BURN': FTC is looking into used with games "until full technical information is | 
possibility that video games may cause picture-tube available." = 
damage—and if they do, what to do aboutit. It's 
known that some game, TV set & picture tube manu- 
facturers have been questioned. Asked about subject, 
Peter Eglick of FTC's Consumer Protection Bureau, 
replied: 'Where did you hear about that? No com- 
ment."’ He said if there is such a probe, public will 
be informed in due time. 


In other game news: (1) First Dimension is 
shipping private-label version of Odyssey 300, car- 
rying FD name, through contract with Sentinel Div, 
of Magnavox. Firm hopes to offer new 4+6 micro- 
processor unit next year after lining up outside pro- 
duction source. (2) FCC approved games from 
Diamond Electronics, Japan (to be sold under Diamond, 


But FTC already has been in touch with EIA Federal Transistor & B&B Import-Export brands), 
Consumer Electronics Group, game & TV producers, and from Radofin and Concept 2000 (Hong Kong). 
and statement issued by Canadian Consumer & Cor- (3) Financially strapped Systek of Japan (Vol. 16:48 
porate Affairs Dept. last week is forcing controversy p11) will exhibit color games at CES, resumed pro- 
into open. ‘Prolonged use of the games may cause duction at 2 plants Dec. 5, Systek is being backed 
the game pattern to remain as a ghost during regular by Tokai bank. (4) Magnavox added additional video 
TV viewing,"' statement said, tracing apparent cause game licensee to the 14 we named last week (Vol. 
to phosphor exhaustion."’ This isn't problem when 16:50 pl1l)—Centronics Data Computer Corp. 


it occurs at even rate over entire screen, but can be 
harmful if games with fixed lines cause uneven 
"exhaustion" rate, Dept. said. 


CES seminars: Video, Jan. 13—William Boss, 
RCA, EJA Video Div., chmn. & keynoter. Panelists: 
Vern Brisson, Sony; Ed Garland, Toshiba; Kenneth 

There's no indication of any widespread problem Ingram, Magnavox; Joseph Kenan, Atari; Gerald 
so far, but Canadian statement, picked up by several McCarthy, Zenith; Norman Schnell, GE. CB, Jan. 
U.S. newspapers, plus initial contacts from FTC, is 14—Jack Wayman, EIA, chmn. Raymond Spence, 


causing some game producers to worry that issue FCC, keynoter. Panelists: Ted Andros, Hy-Gain; 
could erupt into serious consumer scare. Atari Sales Paul Davis, Dynascan; Raymond Gates, Panasonic; 
Dir. Malcolm Kuhn said his firm hasn't received a Larry Kraines, Kraco; Jack Lose, Royce; Jack 
single consumer complaint about tube burn, but it Muller, Motorola. Audio, Jan. 15—John Hollands, 
will give out pamphlet at CES discussing situation BSR, EIA Audio Div., chmn. & keynoter. Panelists: 
and will display undamaged TV set used for full year Victor Campos, AR; Ken Hoshino, Sansui; Rick 

on production line to test games. Jordan, Superscope; Jerry Kalov, Jensen; David 


Karron, Fisher. Calculator & watch, Jan. 16— 
Charles Hoffman, Admiral, EIA Consumer Elec- 
tronics Group, chmn, & keynoter. Panelists: James a 
Black, Litronix; Scott Brown, National Semicon- : 
ductor; Werner Fisher, Canon; William Lowry, 

Casio; John Mains, Omron; Harold Tullman, Sharp, 


Even if game marks are burned on set, Atari 
said, marks can be seen only when set is turned off. 
It also said: (1) Biggest problem is intensity of 
white used in b&w games, and Atari uses only grey 
lines. (2) Continuous moving pattern which appears 


eee Sided aah 3 sh ie caapabsipspinangate”: sieshne Lam Show at Chicago's Hilton Hotel will have record 325 
P exhibitors and pre-registration is more than 10% 
EIA CEG will cooperate with FTC, Staff Vp Jack above last year. 
Wayman said, acting as catalyst between agency and Inefficiency i : ; ; 
4 y is key reason U.S. industries aren't 
set manufacturers. Wayman added that EIA is not competitive withimports, says Columbia U. Prof. 
aware of any problem consumers have experienced Seymour Melman in N.Y. Times article. He says 


with 2 Y Set Gamage: trom ay pase tht ait companies here are too accustomed to operating on 
complaints So far have involved stores leaving gameS — way, economy basis, claims lack of incentive to min- 


on for long time. Wayman said EIA committees imize costs on military contracts carries over to 


would meet on issue in first week of Jan. nei of consumer activities. Noncompetitiveness cost 37,700 
Better Business Bureaus said it had received no jobs in TV-radio industry, 11, 800 in semiconductors 


consumer complaints on subject, and 9, 700 in communications equipment through 1972 
Some set manufacturers already are looking at alone, he asserts. 
problem and considering whether to exempt game Ww : 
atch watch: LCDs will account for half of 
baat . OX » =e ] ° 
burn-in problems from warranty coverage. Magnav sick Geatich ouinetchent wees wasciew thin year= it 


says it has had "'a couple of dealer complaints, but : 
. " d dealers LCD supplies are adequate, Beckman Instruments 
nothing at all from consumers,” has‘alerted’ de says. Believed to produce more than half of LCDs 


not ‘to keep ‘games running permanently. currently used in watches, Beckman estimates 


Service Mdse. Co., midwest catalog house, worldwide digital watch production this year at 16 
sends warning to its game customers stating that million, forecasts 25-28 million for 1977...Ameri- 
‘continuous extended use of a TV game witha TV can Microsystems has established LC watch-display 
set could result in the permanent marking of the TV subsidiary in Taiwan, expects to employ 300 there 
screen with the outline of the game score or game by end of 1977. 
perimeter."’ Letter says game manufacturers are 
conducting tests, suggests that normal viewing habits Bankruptcy is big business. Legal fees for 
be maintained and games be turned off when play is administering liquidation of W.T. Grant have so far 
completed, Canadian govt, also urged users to turn run $2,7 million, appraisal costs $102,000, and 
games off when not in use, suggested that TV set be accounting firm Price Waterhouse is due $898, 000. 


adjusted to low brightness & contrast while being Totals exclude some $300,000 in related expenses. 


